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Sac and Fox Indians as encountered by mem- 
bers of the Maximilian expedition near Cantonment 
Leavenworth in the spring of 1833. Charles Bod- 
mer was the artist. Reproduced from Reise in das 
Innere Nord-America in den Jahren 1832 bis 1834 
von Maximilian Prinz zu Wied (Cologne, 1839). Upper: 
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THE OTTAWA CHAUTAUQUA ASSEMBLY IN 1886 


Upper: Sketch of a portion of Forest Park, Ottawa, showing the tabernacle and the Marais des Cygnes 
fer. From L. H. Everts’ Atlas of Kansas (1887). 


Center: A bit of the easy living in the tent city. 


lower: Gen. and Sen. John A. Logan, left, with Gov. John A. Martin and B. F. Flenniken. 


This photo 
‘ourfesy Miss Clara Kaiser and F. W. Brinkerhoff. 


The remainder are from the Historical Society files 











SCENES OF THE ASSEMBLY GROUNDS IN 1897 


Information on the original upper photo did not disclose whether it was simply rain- 
water underfoot or the unpredictable Marais des Cygnes flexing its muscles, or both 





1861—Kansas Centennial of Statehood—1961 


THE KANSAS 
HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 


Volume XXVII Winter, 1961 Number 4 


The Ottawa Chautauqua Assembly 


F. W. BrINKERHOFF 


EARLY half of the century of Kansas statehood we are celebrat- 
ing this centennial year has passed since the final curtain was 
dropped on the Ottawa Chautauqua Assembly. So it is not odd that 
mention of the word Chautauqua recalls to those on whom the word 
registers at all a tent erected in a town park, or more likely, in a 
vacant lot or in a near-by pasture. They have in memory the tent 
or traveling so-called Chautauquas which swarmed over the country 
as late as three decades after this century began. They represented 
an ambitious plan to cash in on culture—or more accurately stated, 
the desire for culture. Those who set them up and carried them 
on were engaged in a legitimate enterprise. They found their in- 
spiration in the proven appeal of the immobile Chautauquas—the 
Mother Chautauqua in New York, the Ottawa Chautauqua Assem- 
bly and others that followed and used the same pattern. They pro- 
posed to package a program of lectures and music and various 
kinds of entertainment and put it on the road in a fresh air circuit. 
Thus they utilized in a limited way an attractive feature of the real 
Chautauquas which combined physical pleasure with intellectual 
uplift. 

The religious camp meeting had long been a colorful American 
institution when the original Chautauqua was devised. The travel- 
ing Chautauqua was based businesswise on the financial support 
of co-operative communities. It was presented as a civic project 
with a high moral objective. Failure to provide the necessary sup- 
port was held to be proof that a community was not interested in 
culture, self-improvement, and the better things of life. The 


Freperick W. BrINKERHOFF, long-time editor of the Pittsburg Headlight and Sun, and 
former president of the Kansas State Historical Society, gave this address before the Franklin 

unty Chautauqua Days centennial celebration at Ottawa, May 3, 1961. It is published 
here with slight changes and the addition of footnotes. 
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traveling Chautauquas contributed to the fiscal unhappiness of 
the Ottawa Chautauqua Assembly and its contemporaries. But 
they lingered a while. And there were many of them. These facts 
and another one, that most of the literature of one sort and another 
has dealt with the traveling Chautauqua, have brought about an 
innocent ignorance. It is distressing to one who saw the Ottawa 
Chautauqua Assembly in operation during a great part of its 34 
years, including its days of greatest glory. 

There are those who recall the day in mid-June, 1897, when a 
vast crowd assembled in Forest Park to see, hear, and cheer for 
William Jennings Bryan. Eight months earlier the “boy orator 
of the Platte” had swept Kansas at the close of his free silver and 
sixteen-to-one campaign for the Presidency. In defeat he had re- 
tained the shouting loyalty of his followers in Kansas. Moreover, 
he held the interest of those who voted against him. His fame 
was at its height. The Ottawa Chautauqua Assembly managers, 
most of whom were stalwart Republicans, were happy to book him 
as the star of their program. They did well to do so. The gate 
receipts confirmed their judgment. 

When Bryan came to Ottawa that day the Marais des Cygnes 
was demonstrating. Flood waters rose into the old tabernacle. 
The front rows of seats could not be used. And Bryan was carried 
through a foot of water to the great platform. Over water Bryan 
spoke to the throng about the “first battle” and Free Silver. The 
records must have contained the figures showing more than an 
estimate on the size of the audience that heard with ease the 
mighty voice of the orator. There was no agreement on that point. 
But there was agreement that it was a tremendous audience.! 

Eighteen years later at a small southeastern Kansas city, Bryan 
talked to me of that day in Ottawa. In the intervening years he 
had twice been the Democrat nominee for President, had brought 
about the defeat of Champ Clark and the nomination of Woodrow 
Wilson at Baltimore and had served two years as secretary of state. 
He was then on a traveling Chautauqua circuit. He addressed an 
audience of 150 persons under a tent in the edge of a pasture. 
That was the year when the Marais des Cygnes put an end to the 
Ottawa Chautauqua Assembly. The tent Chautauquas were to 
vanish in a few years. 

While the impressive name, Ottawa Chautauqua Assembly, ap- 
pears on the programs and other literature, nobody in Ottawa 
through the years referred to it as the “Chautauqua.” Everybody 


1. Ottawa Daily Republican, June 26, 1897. 
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called it the “Assembly.” This term was recognized not only in 
conversation and in the newspapers but one of the buildings 
erected for its use was “Assembly Hall.” The official publication 
was the Assembly Herald. So to the survivors let us say, “As- 
sembly” is still the name.” 

In 1874 Lewis Miller, an Ohio businessman and Dr. John H. 
Vincent, a New Jersey preacher, decided to start an institution for 
the training of religious workers, specifically Sunday School teach- 
ers. They planned to combine cultural advancement, entertain- 
ment, and recreation. They started their project on pretty Lake 
Chautauqua in New York. The combination proved popular. As 
a phase of the program of operation there was established the 
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle, a continuous home read- 
ing system. Persons could enroll for this guided study and receive 
appropriate recognition. Programs of lectures, music, and many 
kinds of entertainment were mingled with instruction sessions 
covering religious and educational work. 

Miller and Vincent became more and more pleased with their 
“Sunday school assembly” as it grew and hundreds of persons en- 
rolled to live in the pleasant camp or village for several weeks of 
the summer, enjoy serious lectures and high-grade entertainment, 
participate in the C. L. S. C., and at the same time have the recrea- 
tion fun the attractive surroundings, the water, and the woods, 
made possible. Steamboats rode the placid waters of Lake Chau- 
tauqua, providing not only pleasure rides but a connection between 
the culture camp and the town of Chautauqua and railroad service. 
An electric railroad also furnished transportation between the vil- 
lage and the town. The county, the town, and the lake bore the 
same name. From them naturally came the name for this Miller- 
Vincent enterprise for the advancement of religious education 
which undoubtedly borrowed ideas from the time-honored camp 
meeting with modified and refined religious fervor, recognized 
the helpful influence of a balanced intellectual diet and added the 
facilities for physical relaxation from the heavy mental work the 
program required. 

The success of this combination of vacation, education, enter- 
tainment, and religious advancement enthused Miller and Vincent. 
They were inspired to attempt to give other parts of the country 
the advantages of their idea. Vincent was to be a Methodist bishop 
and one of the nation’s most prominent clergymen. He came on a 

2. In ee gute years the Assembly was known as the “Sunday 1.4 Assembly of 


Kansas and Missouri,” the ‘ “Inter-State. Sunday School Assembly,” and the “Ottawa As- 
sembly” before assuming the final title “Ottawa Chautauqua Assembly.” 
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lecture trip to Kansas and was to meet an Ottawa Presbyterian 
preacher who quickly accepted Vincent’s suggestion that a Chau- 
tauqua be organized in Kansas. 

The Ottawa clergyman was Duncan C. Milner. Milner was an 
Ohio soldier in the Civil War who survived what was believed to 
be a fatal wound. He trained for the ministry in a New York 
theological seminary, met Horace Greeley at a temperance meeting 
and was told in person by Greeley to go west, decided on this 
section and eventually found himself in Ottawa. Milner followed 
Vincent’s suggestion and was instrumental in organizing the move- 
ment in Kansas. Two meetings were held at Bismarck Grove north 
of Lawrence and another in Topeka. Milner was made president 
of the organization in 1882. The sessions had not been very suc- 
cessful. There were factors, including some commercial ones, that 
interfered. Milner immediately started a campaign to bring the 
Chautauqua to Ottawa. He had effective assistance. 

First, remembering the natural setting at Chautauqua on the 
lake with its steamboats and the park and trees, Milner emphasized 
that Forest Park in Ottawa was the finest park in Kansas and was 
shaded by a natural forest of magnificient trees. It was alongside 
not a sparkling lake but the Marais des Cygnes river and above a 
dam. On the river was a steamboat, the Gertie. The Gertie with 
its Pier One at the foot of Elm street, carried 40 persons, the Daily 
Republican reported, and offered excursions as far as “Big Island.” * 
No other Kansas town had such a park or a steamboat. Then 
Milner could and did maintain, railroads made Ottawa easily 
accessible from all directions and this was to be a Kansas institu- 
tion, not a community project. And, too, Milner could contend 
Ottawa was a town of religious people, of churches and a college 
and good schools and culture brought in by refined citizens who 
came from states stretching from Maine to the Mississippi. Some 
of them were from New York areas near the Chautauqua of Vincent 
and Miller. 

Milner won aggressive support from Ottawa folks. He had his 
way. In 1883 the Assembly became the second Chautauqua, and 
for a quarter of a century the most conspicuous offspring of the 
Mother Chautauqua. Trials and tribulations of its last half dozen 
years, including deterioration of interest, the competition of other 
forms of entertainment, and the ribald misbehavior of the Marais 
des Cygnes may blur the memory but they cannot efface the record 
of the glamorous 25 years. 


8. Ottawa Daily Republican, June 8, 1883. 
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The Ottawa Chautauqua Assembly built for its operation from 
the pattern of the Mother Chautauqua. It could not run all sum- 
mer. The sessions were set at two weeks. The schedule of lec- 
tures and studies and training courses followed the line of the orig- 
inal. The C.L.S.C. was adopted. Instructors and other helpers 
came out from the Mother Chautauqua to assist. But the Ottawa 
institution was on its own in the sense that it was not connected 
with the original institution except as it used its plans and had the 
counsel and sincere encouragement of Vincent and his staff. Milner 
and his associates enlisted the lecturers and others on the program. 
They may have had—probably did have—the services of some 
talent booking agent or agents. But they went it alone for the 
special days and occasions. They invited speakers—famous states- 
men and soldiers, preachers, humorists, literary figures, scientists, 
artists—to the platform of a tabernacle they constructed similar 
to the one on the shore of Lake Chautauqua. 

In the 30 years that followed the initial session in 1888 the 
Ottawa Chautauqua Assembly brought to the platform in Forest 
Park literally scores of the most notable men, and some of the most 
notable women, on the American scene. These included one man 
who had been President and two who were to be, one who missed 
the Presidency by the narrowest of margins, one who three times was 
the Presidential nominee of his party, and several others who 
played on the first team of Presidential aspirants. It presented 
practically every Kansas public man of those years. The most 
noted clergymen of the nation were here. Men of science and 
philosophy considered a date at Ottawa a recognition of distinction. 
The name of dozens of others widely known in various fields of 
activity appeared on the programs. Milner and his associates and 
their successors down through the years arranged their own pro- 
grams, negotiated contracts with the professionals and admin- 
istered the business of the corporation judiciously. 

In spite of the popularity of the assembly and the generally low 
cost involved in the appearances of many of the greatest audience 
producers and the carefulness of the management, the financial 
position was seldom such as to eliminate anxiety on the part of the 
responsible authorities and the stockholders. Season tickets ranged 
from 75 cents in 1883 to $1.50 in 1911 and single admissions from 
15 cents to 25 cents. They yielded sufficiently to create a happy 
condition in the treasury through earlier years of great special-day 
crowds and 400 or more tent homes. Those also were the days 
when the Chautauquans could enjoy a big dinner at the Assembly 
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dining hall for a quarter. Times changed, costs increased but the 
price of the tickets remained reasonable. Stockholders were deter- 
mined to prove that the Assembly was not a profit-seeking corpora- 
tion and they succeeded. 

From the first the rule was laid down that there would be no 
admission charge on the Sunday that fell midway in the session— 
Assembly Sunday. It was held that it would be a desecration of the 
Sabbath and a repudiation of the ideals the Assembly was estab- 
lished to advance, to close the gate and take money for entrance. 
As receipts and expenditures began to get out of balance, some of 
the leaders started proposing that a more elaborate program but 
with an overtone of religion be arranged for Sunday, that an ad- 
mission fee be charged and that excursion trains be arranged to 
bring in throngs from the many cities for the day. But the sturdy 
stockholders stood steadfast until] June 27, 1906. Looking a deficit 
straight in the face as that year’s session moved toward the end, 
the stockholders voted 41 to 26 to close the gates.‘ 

This was not the first rumpus about entrance charges. Before 
the Assembly could open its first session, there was a violent row. 
The Fourth of July fell in the Assembly period. The city owned 
Forest Park and the Assembly leaders negotiated the contract with 
the city for the use of the park. The Assembly had been made a 
civic project and there was a large amount of public enthusiasm. 
The Assembly officials wanted to charge an admission on the 
Fourth. There was a wrangle when the mayor turned up in opposi- 
tion and the contract as approved by the council was revised by 
somebody changing the provision concerning the Fourth. Publica- 
tion of a news story about the confusion led to a bitter exchange 
over truthfulness or the lack of it between the mayor and the 
publisher of the Daily Republican, A. T. Sharpe. Sharpe was 
a leading spirit in moving the Assembly to Ottawa. The mayor, 
thoroughly aroused, offered to give the Assembly $500 if Sharpe 
could prove he was a liar. But the council moved in to declare 
for the Assembly and the incident was ended.5 The Assembly 
had weathered its first storm over closing of the gate. 

The men who managed the Assembly were not showmen but 
they displayed continuously the inclinations and often the talents 
of showmen. They appreciated the advantages of big names on 
the program. They could see the appeal to groups that some men 
had. The long list of famous persons who came to Ottawa is 


4. Ottawa Daily Republic and Evening Herald, June 27, 1906. 
5. Ottawa Daily Republican, June 11, 13, 1883. 
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proof of the skill of Assembly managers, both in determining the 
speakers to get and then in getting them. Considered from this 
distance in time, their accomplishments were amazing. 

The tabernacle, as first built, reportedly had seats for 2,000. 
Then it was enlarged. It was generally understood that it could 
seat 5,000 with another 300 on the huge platform. But some whose 
powers of precise recollection may be mildly challenged place the 
capacity at 10,000. To prevent any threat to peace, should we not 
agree that the old tabernacle, which was largely enclosed at the 
back and the front but no sides, had elasticity no end. Whatever 
the actual number of available seats, undoubtedly there was no 
meeting place with a roof maintained in Kansas that was its equal. 
Since its basic function was for the summer Assembly it was not 
designed for heating. It had no air conditioning and the cooling 
came from the busy individual fans, augmented by vagrant breezes 
that came in across the river. It had no amplifying equipment and 
speakers were on their own. Those who had gentle voices were 
at a disadvantage but audiences helped speakers by maintaining 
quiet. They paid to hear and they wanted to get their money's 
worth. 

The first big day the Ottawa Chautauqua Assembly enjoyed 
came in 1886. Kansas was full of Union veterans of the Civil 
War. Twenty thousand of them were Kansans who went away 
to fight and then came home. About 100,000 were men who came 
to Kansas after the war had ended. They comprised in 1886 a 
very large part of the population. So the assembly met this op- 
portunity by inviting one of the great Union heroes to come to 
speak at the Assembly. A Grand Army of the Republic day had 
been established to honor the veterans. Gen. John A. Logan of 
Illinois, then a United States senator, came to the Assembly. The 
crowd that Logan addressed was conceded to be the largest ever 
assembled in Kansas to hear a speaker up to that time and for an 
indefinite number of years afterward. 

The Civil War was not exactly over in Kansas when Logan was 
in Ottawa. But peace was gradually being established. Ten years 
after Logan spoke at Forest Park, a Confederate hero, who also 
was a senator, came to speak. He was Gen. John B. Gordon of 
Georgia, who fought at Gettysburg under Lee and was one of 
Lee’s commanders in Virginia on the road to Appomattox. In two 
speeches his Kansas audiences in the tabernacle were told of the 
first and last days of the Confederacy.’ 


6. Ibid., July 6, 1886. 
7. Ibid., June 19, 20, 1896. 
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A former President and a future President, both from Ohio, 
soldiers in the war, spoke from the tabernacle platform. Ruther- 
ford B. Hayes was one, the former President. Maj. William Mc- 
Kinley, then governor of Ohio, came in 1895. The next year he 
was elected President. 

The archives reveal that numerous other noted veterans of the 
Civil War were scheduled speakers, including Gen. Oliver O. 
Howard, a Gettysburg commander, Cpl. James Tanner,!® the most 
widely known noncommissioned officer of the Union army, and 
Gen. W. H. Gibson, an Ohio veteran and famed spellbinder, who 
was a regular visitor to the Assembly for years. At the turn of 
the century Grand Army Day disappeared from the program and 
“big days” speakers succeeded them. 

There was the day in 1900 when Jonathan P. Dolliver, then a 
representative in congress but a day or so later a United States 
senator from Iowa, and Champ Clark, the Missourian who a dozen 
years later was to be speaker of the house and leader with a clear 
majority on many ballots for the Democrat Presidential nomination, 
were scheduled to debate on “Expansion and Imperialism.” After- 
noon came and Dolliver appeared alone on the tabernacle platform 
before a full house. Clark reached Ottawa but was ill in his room 
at the Centennial Hotel. Dolliver, who rose to dizzy heights in 
the senate within the decade, had the afternoon to himself and 
made the most of his opportunity.” 

Then there was William Howard Taft who was secretary of war 
when he came to the Assembly in 1907, the choice of Theodore 
Roosevelt as his successor and therefore considered the certain 
Republican nominee the next year. Bryan, also certain to be the 
Democrat nominee in 1908, was on the tabernacle platform the day 
before and made a political speech and had some unnice things 
to say about Taft and challenged Taft to answer when he spoke. 
Taft said as he started that he had heard about Bryan’s remarks. 
He said that in proper time he would discuss politics. Then he 
proceeded to deliver a long discussion, from text, about the building 
of the Panama Canal, with detailed attention given to the control 
of the mosquito which interfered with the construction work by 

8. Ibid., June 28, 1890; Hayes spoke on G. A. R. day, June 27. 


9. Ibid., June 20, 1895; McKinley spoke on G. A. R. day, June 20. 


10. James Tanner was most widely known for his stenographic recording of the first 
examination of witnesses to Lincoln’s assassination. Tanner, a Civil War veteran and 
double am , lived next door to the room where Lincoln died. In later years he was 
— in eG. A. R. and served as commissioner of pensions under Pres. Benjamin Harri- 


vot Ottawa Daily Republican, July 17, 1900; Ottawa Evening Herald, July 17, 19, 
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spreading malaria. The great audience indicated something less 
than deep interest.!* 

Bryan held the record for repeat performances at the Assembly, 
as he did as an unsuccessful Presidential nominee. Four times 
his name and picture adorned the printed programs. Loyal sup- 
porters saw to it that he had a welcome and entertainment. The 
great “Commoner” always was critical of the “money power.” On 
one of his visits he was met at the train by a small committee with 
one of the town’s few motor cars. It was a small open vehicle, 
with a rear seat in which the occupants sat with their backs to the 
driver. He rode along Main street to the home of an ardent sup- 
porter. The owner and driver of the car was a Democrat banker. 

Those who managed the Assembly did not show interest in the 
sensational for long years. But in 1905 they yielded to temptation. 
Thomas W. Lawson, Boston stock market operator, had shaken 
the country with his “frenzied finance” magazine articles. His name 
and his charges got big headlines and in newspapers all over 
America. Everybody talked about Lawson. The Assembly man- 
agers were deeply impressed. They invited him to speak at the 
Assembly. He accepted and the national spotlight followed him 
on his private car to Ottawa. The magazine publisher came with 
him as manager of the show. Lawson was not a speaker and he 
was no judge of distances in speech writing. He read and shouted 
himself into exhaustion. Late in the afternoon it was decided to 
take a recess and complete the delivery at the revised night session. 
Lawson was no more exhausted at the close than those who sought 
to stay through to the finale.’* 

Lawson was not the whole show that year, however. Consid- 
ered with respect to contemporaneous fame it was undoubtedly 
the outstanding program in Assembly history. On the tabernacle 
platform one day was Clarence S. Darrow, the great Chicago 
lawyer and Socialist, who told a big audience that listened atten- 
tively—and quietly—why it would not be possible in that day to 
write the constitution. 

Next came Robert M. LaFollette, then governor of Wisconsin, 
whose subject was “The World’s Greatest Tragedy.” LaFollette 
had been stirring up vast trouble for Republican leaders with po- 
litical speeches that contained advanced views. Everybody ex- 
pected a political speech although the subject was puzzling. 

12. Ottawa Daily Republic, June 19, 20, 1907. 


18. Ibid., July 8, 1905; Ottawa Evening Herald, July 8, 10, 1905. 
14. Ottawa Daily Republic, and Evening Herald, July 5, 1905. 
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LaFollette delivered a dramatic lecture on “Hamlet” and drank a 
few pitchers of lemonade as he spoke.’® 

Then there was William Travers Jerome, district attorney of 
New York. He had achieved national prominence for his effective 
work in prosecuting wrongdoers, big and little. He was to add 
to his laurels the next year by his prosecution of Harry Thaw. 
Jerome was a symbol of clean government. He gave a good per- 
formance, including sitting on the piano while he discussed good 
government. But Jerome did not like prohibition and he was in 
real prohibition territory and speaking to thousands of dedicated 
drys. He spoke with refined but devastating scorn about “the 
moral yearnings of rural communities.” Hundreds considered the 
Jerome sentiments outrageous. The New Yorker must be answered. 
The solution almost suggested itself. Over in Missouri was Gov. 
Joseph W. Folk. He was governor because he had fought for good 
government as district attorney of St. Louis. Folk was appealed 
to by the Assembly to come over and answer Jerome, and through 
his popularity to help ease the deficit. Folk was inserted into the 
program and defended the yearnings of rural communities. The 
indignation died down, peace returned, and the flood waters of the 
Marais des Cygnes, which had been demonstrating again, re- 
ceded.'¢ 

To the Assembly came the ablest clergymen of their days. T. 
DeWitt Talmadge, Bishop Vincent, Bishop Quayle, Dr. Frank W. 
Gunsaulus, Thomas Dixon, Sam Jones, Russell Conwell, DeWitt 
Miller, Robert McIntyre, and Josiah Strong were here. Booker 
T. Washington’s name was on the list one year. Carrie Chapman 
Catt and Susan B. Anthony and Anna Shaw were among noted 
women at the Assembly. Governors and senators and men of 
humor and science and artists and musicians and travelers and ex- 
plorers and educators made their appearance in Forest Park and a 
contribution to the spirit and the character of Kansas. 

When the Assembly started, Kansas was only 25 years removed 
from the day of the border ruffian who reached the crest of his 
bloody rampage down the Marais des Cygnes at Trading Post on 
May 19, 1858. The struggle for free statehood was fresh in the 
memories of thousands of citizens. But schoolhouses and churches 
had been erected in hundreds of communities and more were being 
built continuously. The early colleges had been growing. Towns 
and small cities were increasing in size and providing more human 


15. Ibid., July 6, 1905. 


seen” Ottawa Daily Republic, July 7, 14, 1905; Ottawa Evening Herald, July 8, 14, 
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conveniences. Libraries were being established for public use. 
Organizations to provide for lectures by noted authorities on various 
subjects of public concern were formed. Towns built “opera 
houses” so that they might enjoy the dramas of the day by traveling 
companies and concerts and other musical presentations. Com- 
munities sought to improve the schools by obtaining more compe- 
tent teachers and administrators. Talented ministers were sought 
for churches. University degrees made a deep impression. 

Everywhere there were demonstrations of a desire for cultural 
advantages by those who had found such missing in the processes 
of pioneering. The hardships of territorial days and the handicaps 
of war had passed and the demands that the development of the 
new state made on its citizens were easing. Folks had more time 
and inclination to think beyond the day’s work. 

And then thousands of new families had come to Kansas from 
states to the eastward. They had left old towns and communities 
which had books and lecture courses and music and entertainment. 
They had the benefits of fine public schools and of colleges. In 
their new homes they did not find the things they had enjoyed in 
such abundance. 

So the Ottawa Chautauqua Assembly came into this situation. 
There was hunger for just what the Assembly offered. Milner 
knew this. Vincent knew it. Not just to the thousands who came 
to Ottawa from over eastern Kansas was the Assembly the relief 
needed. They spread the word in their homes and communities. 
The newspapers reported on the proceedings at Ottawa, what some 
of the noted speakers and lecturers said. Ministers in their pulpits 
discussed topics at Ottawa. The Assembly lasted only two weeks 
a year but the discussions it stirred continued throughout the year. 
Thus was the influence of the Assembly programs on Kansas shown. 

It was a good influence. No bad ideas ever went out from Forest 
Park. The Assembly program makers and those they put on the 
programs believed in America. There undoubtedly was criticism 
of policies, trends, and practices in government, in economic fields 
and in other phases of American activities. But nobody ever con- 
demned the requirements for pledges of allegiance or a salute to 
the American flag. Nobody ever portrayed some other country 
as being better than ours. Nobody ever sought to arouse dividing 
prejudices. It was a wholesome American influence the Assembly 
exercised. 

Here in this day, in our Kansas centennial year, we can obtain 
from the Ottawa Chautauqua Assembly a sound suggestion. We 
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are living not merely in a confused world. It is a dangerous world. 
The hope of the world may or may not lie in America. But most 
certainly the hope of America lies in America. Yet in too many 
public places a word of pride in America or praise for American 
institutions never is heard. On the other hand, speakers, many of 
them on the public payroll, spend time pointing out what they insist 
are bad things in America and never have a word of honest praise 
for the good. This is a day to talk America up, not down, to tell 
the truth—the plain truth—and the plain truth is gorgeous. 
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The Letters of Peter Bryant, Jackson 
County Pioneer—Concluded 


Edited by DonaLtp M. Murray and Rosert M. RopNey 
III. Tae Lerrers, 1862-1864 


| gpeen BRYANT’ letters at the end of the period 1854-1861 
present a picture of a Kansas homesteader who turned jay- 
hawker during the troubled spring of 1861 on the Kansas-Missouri 
border. 

Bryant’s jayhawking experience was brief. He soon became dis- 
illusioned with guerrilla warfare as a means of furthering the 
Northern cause. Resolved to enlist in the regular army, as his 
Illinois friends were doing, he gave all of his equipment except a 
mule and a pony to “the government boys” and journeyed back to 
the old home in Princeton. Once there, he found that his father 
was ill and that his brother Mark needed assistance on the family 
farm, for at least one season. Peter gave the needed help, but all 
during the summer of 1862 he watched with keen excitement the 
progress of the war and the individual fortunes of those of his 
fellow townsmen who were already fighting for the Union. By the 
fall of 1862 Peter himself had enlisted. 

The first letter in the group below was written just after his return 
to Princeton, to his brother Cullen, at West Point. 

PRINCETON, BurEAv Co., ILLINoIs 
Jan. Srd 1862 
Dear BrotHer [CuLtEN] 

I suspect you think it is high time to hear from me again. From what I 
wrote you in my last, I presume you will not be surprised to learn that I am 
back to the old homestead again. 

Folks and things have changed a good deal since I went away. Our little 
girls have grown to be women, Had I met Chat [his sister Charity] on the 
street, I should not have known her. All those who were “younkets” then are 
in about the same fix. The town has grown some. A new Courthouse, &c. 
Uncle John has torn up the old front part of his house and built new, has 
improved the looks wonderfully. 

I got home last Saturday night. The folks had pretty much given up my 
coming. Was delayed some on the road. The bridge across the Chariton 
[river, in central Missouri] was burnt the night before, and we had to wait for 
the train from the east. This kept us nearly all day. Afterwards the hellhounds 
tried to blow us up, but luckily their powder (which was placed under a 
bridge or culvert) didn’t explode until after we had crossed. They, after raids, 


Donato M 


. Murray and Rosert M. Ropney are professors of English at Northern 
Illinois University, DeKalb, Ill. 
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burnt another bridge so that the H & St. Jo [Hannibal and St. Joseph] road 
is at present a good deal crippled. The scamps that tore up the North[ern] Mo. 
R. R. were caught and some of them shot. 

Military matters here are below par. Winslow’s 62 regiment that was 
quartered at the Fair Grounds ran away from him, were going to St. Louis 
but were arrested at Alton and sent to Chicago. Three or four of them came 
home, and a day or two since some officers came and arrested them, but before 
they could get them on the cars all four of them had got away. Al Walters, 
Abe Lash,® and Les Piatt were three of them. Old John Walton was very 
indignant. 

I can find hardly of the young fellows that I used to be acquainted with, 
most of them having gone to the wars, New Years was pretty dry, save perhaps 
at private dinners. They had a Festival at the Methodist Church, but not be- 
ing of a religious turn [ didn’t go. At night, Charley Brown and two or three 
others got drunk and tore around as of old. Charley enlisted in Elliott’s com- 
pany, but at the fight at Big River bridge was taken prisoner and swom 
[paroled on oath not to fight again]. Sol Hauck is in the army. Methinks 
there would not be so much surrendering if the rebels used them as they did 
my boys when they caught them: i.e. treat them to a hempen necktie. 

The folks are all well. It has been sleeting this morning, and father went 
out doors and slipped down and bumped his head, I think not very seriously. 
I do not think he is so tough as when I went away. 


P. BRYANT 


PRINCETON, BureEAv Co., ILLINOIS 
March 2nd 1862 
Dear BrotuHer [CuLLEN] 

Your letter of Feb. 19th is at hand. You seem considerably elated at the 
success of our arms in Tennessee.*4 Well, I like it pretty well, too. The Bureau 
County boys got off first-rate, only seven or eight wounded. Alf Clark got a 
letter from Fred Wood. He says they were a good deal excited, but didn’t 


62. In August, 1861, Col. R. F. Winslow, of Princeton, formed a Bureau county 
regiment. After a ‘period of training, the men “were not satisfied with - having 
him for a colonel,” whereupon they d off, st his orders, for St. Louis. They 
were arrested, detained for a time at Alton, and then pardoned and allowed to join the 
57th regiment. Winslow’s war career thus ended abruptly; he subsequently entered the 
practice | a nd C. Bradsby, History of Bureau County, Illinois (Chicago, 1885), 
Pp 


63. Abram Leia, of petnorten. im Frivate fmf in Company H, 57th Illinois infantry, deserted 
November 1, 1861.—William ‘ory of the Fifty-Seventh Regiment Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry (Princeton, ml * 1886), p. tite Two of the other men mentioned in this 
letter have been identified: Charley Brown was Charles E. Brown, private in Company 
E, 33d ent; Elliott was Isaac H. Elliott, at this time captain of Company E, 33d 
regiment. (See letter of Christmas, 1854, and Footnote in the Autumn issue of the Quarterly. ) 
The en agement mentioned at the end of the letter occurred after the 33d regiment had 
left St. is, crossed the Mississippi and entered debatable ground. Company E and two 
others ware guarding the railroad at the bridge across the Big river, half way between Pilot 
Knob and St. Louis. On October 15 E Company was suddenly attacked by a large force 
of Confederates. After a hot skirmish, which resulted in several casualties, Elliott was 
compelled to surrender, The Confederate commander Py him under oath not to take up 
arms again against the Confederacy during the remainder of the war. Elliott immediately 
set about trying to effect an exchange; he succeeded in doing so on February 5, 1862.— 
Isaac = Elliott, History the Thirty-Third Illinois Veteran Volunteer Infantry (Gibson 
City, , 1902), pp. 22-25, 205. 

vy “The Northern vistentes at Fort Henry (February 7) and Fort Donelson (February 
15), which practically secured Tennessee for the Union. To use the words of S. E. Morri- 
son and H. S, Commager, “The prairie boys of the new Northwest had tried their mettle 
with the rangy foresters of the old Southwest; and the legend of Southern invincibility col- 
lapsed.”——-The Growth of the American Republic (New York, 1942), v. 1, p. 676 























LETTERS OF PETER BRYANT 





471 


think anything about running. Elliott’s recruits left here for St. Louis last 
Tuesday. Charley Brown, Ed Wiswall, & Sam Adley & Ike Hughs went.®© 
He wanted me to go down with them for company, but I cut my foot like the 
devil a few days before that and was obliged to stay at home. Julian, I suppose, 
is at New Madrid down in the southeast part of Missouri. If Elliott’s had 
been a cavalry company, I should have enlisted with him. I don’t like the 
idea of footing it at all, especially as high private. 

I just received a letter from Frank. He is teaching school. Chet was 
married on the 4th of February. The boys around there “charivarid” him for 
a week, At last he concluded to “shell out.” Bully forhim. . . . 

George Radcliffe’s wife was buried yesterday. Captain Swift had a stroke 
of the palsy a few days since. It was thought that he would not recover, but 
I believe he is better now. Captain White also had a stroke, but is pretty 
much well now. E. Chapman’s wife slipped and fell at the corner of the 
American ®¢ and broke her thigh. 

We are having fine sleighing here. I believe we have had the most this 
winter that I ever knew. We take a ride with a girl once in a while as a 
matter of course. I presume “Stinkey” or other “powers” don’t allow you that 
privilege very often. They have had two dancing parties at Freeman’s lately. 
They went off finely. I have not been to any of the cotillion parties at the 
American this winter. Dollars are too hard, 

Frank Dee is going to move to Iowa this spring. He has bought a farm 
out there. Tom Robinson & has come home from Pike’s Peak, is going back 
again in the spring. George and his wife (Eliza Wiggins) are keeping hotel 
in Denver. J. V. Thompson ® has come home. He has been to Baltimore, 
doctoring for some “commurrin in his guts.” Says he didn’t see but two 
“Abolitionists” while he was gone. Everybody for the Union, but slavery 
must be perpetuated, and that is his doctrine. By G--d, such fellows ought 
to be sent to Ft. Warren ® or hell. I suppose Jo was in his element at Balti- 
more. I believe there is where the first blood of this rebellion was spilled. 
I think the d--d hole ought to be wiped out and Jo with it. I wouldn’t give 
a curse for this Union if the war ends without abolishing slavery. All well. 

Peter BRYANT 


PriNcETON, Bureau County, ILLINoIs 
April 18th 1862 
Dear Brotuer [CULLEN] 
I received your letter of March 23rd in due time. 
Since then, our boys have achieved another glorious victory 7° over the 
cursed minions of slavery. 


65. Charles E. Brown (see letter of January 3, 1862), Edward Wiswall, Samuel 
Adley, and Isaac M. Hughes were all members of Company E in the 33d iment. Wis- 
wall and Peter’s cousin Julian Bryant became officers in the United States colored infantry, 
at Vicksburg.—Elliott, op. cit., pp. 138, 140. 

66. The American House, a hotel opened in 1855 and still standing. John Howard 
Bryant had a financial interest in the establishment.—G. B. Harrington, Past and Present 
of Bureau County (Chicago, 1906), p. 106. 

67. Thomas M. Robinson, youngest of the nine children of Capt. David Robinson, of 
Princeton. Apparently he did make it back again, since he was, in 1896, working as a 
miner in Colorado. e “George” mentioned in the next sentence is probably George 
Robinson, another son of Capt. David Robinson; George was a rancher in Colorado from 
1860 till his death in 1891.—The Biographical Rec of Bureau, Marshall and 
Counties (Chicago, 1896), p. 229. 

68. Prominent Princeton citizen, first mentioned as a Douglas supporter in letter of 
November 10, 1854. ies 
69. Federal prison in Boston Harbor, where political prisoners were sent. 

70. The Battle of Shiloh, April 6, 1862. 
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The Bureau County boys were in the hardest of the fight. We have not 
heard who was killed, but I am afraid that a good many of them have gone 
to their long home. Three of our citizens, Steve Paddock, Dr. Shugart, and 
Fisher,71 have gone down to look after them and bring home the body of 
Maj. Page, who was killed. The body will be buried by the Masons, of which 
Society he was a member. His wife has the consumption, and the news almost 
killed her. It is thought that she will soon go, too. Capt. Ferris, Swain, and 
Manser (Ed Cobb’s company) are wounded.72 The boys of the 57th behaved 
like veterans. Bully for them. 

I think I shall stay here this summer. Father wants me to work some of 
his land and help take care of things, His health is poor. The farm didn’t 
pay expenses last year. Mark had two men all summer, and they did a good 
deal of work, but produce is almost worthless, and a few years more of such 
management will run the whole thing into the ground. I think I shall put in 
about 25 acres of cor and put as much of it into beef as I can. 

We sowed wheat last Friday. It has been very wet this spring, and this is the 
first chance that we have had. There is but very little sown about here yet. 
Uncle John is going to put in 65 acres, and has not sown any yet. Ours is 
just across the road, five acres broke up last fall. The stock mostly looks well. 
We have got 12 steers to feed next fall. We are feeding six cows now. They 
are pretty good beef. We fed Muggins. Mark sold him and a steer for $49. 
The cows ought to average $24. 

I don’t remember much of the gossip that is afloat, Captain Swift is dead, 
and Lucien Smith married. Dr. Swanzy got tight up in town the other day 
and said that Ed Bryant was soon going to marry a Miss McDuffie that lives at 
his house, that they were going to have a grand wedding, invite all the 
relatives and everybody else.73 The report has gained some currency, but I 
don’t know anything about the truth of it. Frank Dee started for Iowa about 
a week ago, and Cornelius Green sent a constable after him for $18 wages 
that he claimed. He got a judgment of $1.00. Frank had to pay costs, so he 
didn’t make much. I suppose you knew Henry Martin was married last year. 
He has got a boy. They live in Muscatine. Park Newell is going into the 
grocery business in Trenton. Lige is buying cattle for Lovejoy. Jas. Rosen- 
straus has got home. The folks are all well. 

P. BRYANT 


During this spring and summer interlude at his old home in 
Princeton, IIl., Peter received scraps of news from his friend and 
farming partner Frank Pomeroy in Holton, Kan. Frank’s cryptic 
comments on marital and domestic matters occurred either just 
before or shortly after Peter married Henrietta Bacon” at Henne- 


71. Stephen Gorham Paddock and Dr. Joseph Shugart were members of the county 
relief committee at this time; “Fisher” is possibly of the firm of A. and J. M. Fisher, grain 
merchants of Princeton.—Cluett, op. cit., pp. 12, 13, and Bradsby, op. cit., p. 416. 

72. Maj. Norman B. Page and Capt. A. H. Manzer were of the 57th regiment; Capt. 
Frank B. Ferris and Capt. William T. Swain were of the 12th Illinois volunteer infantry. 
Both Ferris and Swain died from wounds received at Shiloh.—Cluett, op. cit., p. 115, and 
Biographical Record, p. 617. 

73. Lucien Smith was a friend of Peter’s mentioned in the letter from Knox College, 
Christmas, 1854; Dr. Andrew Swanzy was a Princeton physician (Harrington, op cit., p. 
oS). Edward Raymond Bryant (1823-1881) was Peter’s cousin, son of Austin and 
Adeline Bryant; he married Ellen Fields McDuffie, of Cameron, N. Y., May 7, 1862.— 
Bradsby, op. cit., p. 471. 

74, Henrietta Bacon (1839-1927) was a native of Boston, Mass., the daughter of 
Mercy Crouch Bacon.—Information from Mrs, F. L. Davis, of Holton. 
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pin, Ill. The couple were married by a justice of the peace on 
September 1, 1862. Two of Frank’s letters, undated and without 
salutation, follow: 

That Oct. [?] Indian speculation busted. I am glad of it, Amanda says 
if you are ashamed to own that you are married, you had better come to 
Kansas. When are you coming back? Mandy sends her love. What will the 
chance be for getting money on that note this fall. I have got to have some 
money this fall. I am going to build. I have most of the lumber ready. 

Four fellows passed a counterfeit five Gold on West the other day. The 
same day they passed another on Seaman north of Holton. He found it out 
and followed them over here. He got Landon. He caught them. They 
[presumably the “gold” pieces] are heavy. Their steel shows. 

FRANK 
The Kansas 5th is at Rolla, Missouri [insertion at top of page] 
[July] 

I have sent you several papers since I wrote you. Among them were two 
copies of the Leav[enworth] Inquirer seceesh. Gen Blunt™ has squelched 
it and put the proprietors in prison. Good, You wish to know what girl I go 
to see. I see so many that I can’t name any in particular. Chet and his 
woman make [out?] very well. I think about six months more will prove it. 
The women are not very careful about desecrating your cabin. They do with 
it about as they please. Pete Dickson is out on the Blue. Tom Anderson has 
gone with the Kansas boys to Corrinth. He got a clerkship in the Com[missary] 
Department. Dave and Lish still on the old track. I believe I have answered 
all the questions which you asked. 

FRANK 

We are going to celebrate the fourth [Fourth of July?] in Holetown [Holton] 
S. S. School, [insertion at top of page] 

In August, 1862, Peter enlisted in Company K of the 93d regiment, 
Illinois volunteer infantry. His company was first organized in 
Bureau county, Illinois, August 19, as the “Princeton Guards.” The 
regiment itself was organized September 8. It was sent to Chicago 
on September 17, where on October 13 Company K and the other 
regimental elements were mustered into the service of the United 
States “for three years or during the war.” 

Peter took his new bride Henrietta Bacon with him during his 
two-month encampment at Chicago. On November 9 the regiment 
left Chicago, via the Illinois Central railroad, for Cairo, where they 
embarked on a steamboat for Columbus, Ky. Shortly afterward they 
received orders to proceed to Memphis, Tenn. On November 12 
the steamer ran aground on a sand bar. The troops disembarked, 
marched for two miles on the Arkansas side, and then re-embarked, 
only to suffer the same inconvenience a second time. They finally 


75. Brig. Gen. James G. Blunt, in command of the Department of Kansas in 1862. 


381—261 
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reached Memphis on November 14 and were assigned to Col. R. P. 
Buckland’s brigade, of General Lauman’s division, in the right wing 
of the Army of West Tennessee. By this time Forts Henry and 
Donelson had already fallen into federal hands and the Battle of 
Shiloh had been fought and won by the Union forces as a massive 
holding action in spite of extremely heavy losses. Peter’s 93d regi- 
ment was ready for action in Grant’s Vicksburg campaign. In high 
spirits, Peter at last found time to write to his two brothers. 


Camp Near MEMPuHis, TENN. 
Nov. 22nd 1862 
Dear BrotuerR [presumably CuLLen] 

I received a letter from you while we were in camp at Chicago, but neg- 
lected to answer it until I had so much business to attend to that I couldn't. 

We left Chicago on the 9th, and after rail-riding and scraping sand bars for 
five days we arrived at this place safe and sound without being fired into or in 
any other way misused by the rebels, although while going down the river we 
tied up our old scow every night in order to prevent accidents and casualties, 
and from sundown until daylight the next morning neither military discipline 
nor rebel property were very much above par. 

At present we are encamped about 2% miles south of Memphis in a pleasant 
grove within range of the guns of Ft. Pickering on the one side and the sound 
of guerilla rifles on the other. Our pickets are fired into almost every night 
by them and occasionally captured, and about as often our side captures some 
of them. In either case they are paroled and sent back. One company of our 
regiment were out on a scout yesterday afternoon and took three prisoners. 
They were the first (except two that we took while coming down the river) 
that we have had the honor of catching. 

Our company has not gone out scouting yet as a company, though we oc- 
casionally send out squads. Last night I had the honor of commanding one 
consisting of 20 picked men. We made it pay. Everything eatable in the 
shape of turkeys, chickens, pigs, cabbages, sweet potatoes, and honey had to 
suffer, for we believe in making this a self-sustaining war, and consequently 
“cramped” provisions enough to last a week. Lieutenant Gray 76 is out tonight 
to attend some bee hives that we “spotted.” I tell you it is glorious fun. It 
reminds me of “one that’s gone,” but we don’t have quite so free a swing nor 
carry it on so large a scale as in days gone by. Our Colonel says, “Go in, boys, 
but be careful and not get caught.” We don’t ask anything more, I don’t be- 
lieve our regiment will ever guard much rebel property. But I had almost for- 
gotten to tell you where to find us. 

We are in Lauman’s division in the 5th Brigade commanded by Colonel 
Buckland. The other regiments under him are the 114th Illinois, the 72nd 
Ofhio], and the 32nd and 93rd Ind[iana]. The latter, it is said, will be ex- 
changed for another so that the two may not be confounded, I have not seen 
ty ee pe a fe 
Peter in the letters of January 27, 1862, and March 1, 1863). The findings of the court 
He commanded the by President Lincoln, and G , Ag - “ee ise. ae te hae waters 


of on Ninety-Third Regiment, Illinois Volunteer Baas + «+ «+ (Chicago, 1898), 
P 
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General Lauman yet. Old [Brig. Gen. James W.] Denver commands, at re- 
views. They are collecting a large force at this place. At present there are 
about 40,000 troops in this vicinity, and it is supposed by our officers that there 
will be a big strike made somewhere before long, probably towards Vicksburg, 
but I'll tell you about it when the time comes, 

I haven’t heard from home since I left Chicago. My wife was in camp 
with me while there, and she felt pretty bad when I sent her home. [I tell you 
she is a buxom little girl, if father does think it was a foolish job. All well and 
itching for fight and plunder. 

P. BRYANT 


Camp NEAR MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
Nov. 24th 1862 
Dear BroTHER [presumably Marcus] 

We are full of business as we can be now, or I should have written you 
before. We are stationed, or rather camped, about 2% miles south of Memphis 
in a splendid place, plenty of wood and water and weather like May. I 
wouldn’t mind staying here all winter, but that is out of the question. 

This moming we received orders to march on Wednesday morming. We 
don’t know where we are going, but think it probably to Holly Springs, about 
45 miles S. E. from here. If so, we will have work to do soon. 

Within the past two weeks there has been a large force concentrating at this 
point, and there are at present in this vicinity about 40,000 troops. We are in 
Gen. Lauman’s division in the 5th Brigade commanded by Col. Buckland (act- 
ing Brig Gen.) of the 72nd Ohio. In the same brigade are the 114th Ill[inois], 
$2nd Wis[consin], 72nd Ofhio], and 93rd Ind[iana]. : 

The health of the regiment is tolerably good. 82, I think, are in the hos- 
pital, No very serious cases. More sick from Fisher's Company than any 
other. Three from ours. Norton is a little under the weather, but I think 
will be all right again in a day or two.?7 I took a bad cold while coming down 
the river. Our company was quartered on the hurricane deck, and it was a 
devilish cold place to sleep. 

We live like kings just now. On the way down here we had rather hard 
fodder, pilot bread and raw ham and sometimes coffee. Now we are making 
up for it. What the quartermaster don’t furnish we press from the planters 
around here, and [ tell you pigs, chickens, sweet potatoes, and honey and 
everything in that line has to suffer. I have been out foraging two or three 
times, and it comes perfectly natural. Capt. [John W.] Hopkins’ company 
[Company I] were out on picket duty yesterday, and this morning 22 nigs, 
8 mules, 1 horse, and a waggonload of household furniture belonging to said 
Nigs ran to their lines for protection, and close on their heels came an over- 
seer, and they captured the whole lot and brought them into camp, where they 
are at present a good deal tickled at their success. This moming Company 
H (Neponset) went out and confiscated two mules, a waggon, Nig, dog, lot of 
hams, chickens two, barrels sugar, ditto molasses, and various other things. 
Co[mpany] K is not behindhand. We've got three Nigs and expect to have 
mules before night. The Collonel] says, “Go in, boys, but don’t be taken nor 
waste anything.” That is all we want if he will stick to it. 

“Fisher’s Co.” was Company I, commanded by Capt. Ellis Fisher; ‘“‘Norton” was 


Francis W. Norton, of Peter’s company. Ibid. Norton was mentioned again in_the letter of 
pegech 1, 1863, and was, in all probability, the F. W. Norton who married Peter's aister 








476 Kansas HisToricAL QUARTERLY 


can’t tell you when I'll write again, but when you write, direct to P. B. 

Regt. Ill. Vol[unteer] via Cairo. Report has just come in that a man just 

in the hospital. Name was Galbraith, Brown’s (Wyanet) co[mpany].78 
Perer BRYANT 


Princeton, Bureau Co., Ix[ro1s] 
Jan. 27th 1863 


I 
98rd 
died 


Dear Brotuer [CULLEN] 

I received your letter dated Jan. 15th this morning. I presume you will be 
somewhat surprised to know that I am here and honorably discharged 79 from 
the U. S. service. Such is the case. I was taken, while below Oxford, Miss., 
with the typhoid fever, and on the 2lst of Dec. sent to the hospital, where I 
remained until the lst of January nearer dead than alive, when they sent me 
home with the pleasant information that I was going to die of consumption. 
I tried to obtain a furlough so that I might go back again, but they would not 
grant it, saying I never would be fit for service again. Now I propose to prove 
that they are liars, and am acting accordingly, Ten days ago when I left 
Memphis, it was with great difficulty that I could walk across the room, and 
this afternoon I walked down to Uncle John’s and back, and I can eat like the 
devil anything and everything that can be chewed. 

As to consumption, I don’t believe there is anything to it. I don’t see but 
what my lungs are strong as ever they were, but the consumption of digestion 
viands since I came here has been devilishly on the increase. 

Our regiment was not at Vicksburg, as you anticipated. They are not at 
present in Sherman’s division, but while we were down in Miss[issippi] there 
was a change made, and the 93rd was put in Gen. [Isaac F.] Quimby’s division, 
and at the time of the attack on Vicksburg were 15 miles east of Memphis 
guarding the Charleston and Miss[issippi] R. R. But the day that I left 
Memphis I saw Capt. Lloyd,®° and he told me that they had marching orders, 
and their destination was probably Vicksburg. He told me also that on the day 
before, parts of the Companies “I” and “K” were out foraging and were fired 
upon by guerillas and Sergt. Maj. Harvey Trimble 81 wounded and taken 
prisoner along with five others. I have since heard that Trimble received 
a flesh wound through the arm and has been paroled. Lt. Gray had just been 
placed under arrest for cutting the string of a gag that had been put on one 
of our boys for drunkenness and was choking the cuss until he got black in the 
face. Gray couldn’t stand it. I admire his pluck. He is a bully officer. 

The loss in our company when I left was 1 dead, 1 deserted, 2 missing 
(probably killed by guerillas), and 1 discharged.82 The boys are generally 
healthy, but have been marched almost to death. 

I haven’t written a word about home but will next time. There is lots of 
home gossip,—news to us, you know. All are well. Kate sends love. 

P. BRYANT 
aud he ae eee a SS we Get. Cathe 5. Been). 
15, 5 me ot gt oe as first sergeant of Company K, discharged for disability January 

80. David Lloyd, a builder and abolitionist friend of Owen Lovejoy 
Chanspion Hill c compan Sok“ Te 807, B08, Sec letter of Acai 19, ‘1368, ¢ 

2 , 
which Peter Lioyd’s unpopularity, a matter which Trimble does not mention. 

81. Harvey M. : neste author of the regimental history cited. 

me to Trimble, the total casualties in Company K, by the end of the war, 
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Princeton, Bureau Co. [ILuro1s] 
March Ist 1863 


Dear Brotuer [CuLLen] 

I want to know why the devil you don’t write to me. Not that I care any- 
thing about it, but do you know that you are keeping the Folks in a great 
sweat and splutter because you have not written home for three months, Mother 
thinks you have got into some d--d scrape that you don’t want her to know 
anything about. She don’t seem to realize that you are big enough to take care 
of yourself. Please write and relieve her anxiety. 

I am not gaining very fast in health. I have had two attacks of the fever 
since I came home, brought on both times by trying to chop a little wood. 
I find that work and I can’t agree yet, though I swear I hate to lounge around 
the house doing nothing. I don’t know whether I will be able to work any 
next summer or not. I tell you soldiering has used me up badly, or rather the 
d—d stinking water that we had to drink. 

The regiment is stationed at Memphis now and can muster only about 500 
effective men, and when we left Chicago we had 953, so you see that I am 
not the only sick one. Last Saturday they brought home the body of Orderly 
Sergt. Reed of Fisher’s company. He had been discharged and died on the 
way home. Jake Kinnan is 2nd Lieut, in that company now, Capt. Fisher 
having resigned. Jim Martin was elected to fill my place. Norton is promoted 
to lst Corp[oral]. Lt. Gray was put under arrest and courtmartialed for cutting 
loose a man that the Colfonel] had gagged. I have not heard the decision 
yet. Dave Rackley is dead. Got discharged and came home, died of consump- 
tion, the surgeon’s name for “stinking water.” 88 

Quite a number of boys have deserted from our regiment, and I swear I 
can’t blame them much, for there is not much to encourage a soldier now 
while guerillas lurk around on every side ready to shoot him down, It has 
turned out just as I predicted to you last summer—a guerilla warfare, and 
unless a different policy is pursued, this war will not end in twenty years. By 
God, we have got to kill, bum, and destroy every d--d thing in the South 
as fast as we come to it, for we can’t conquer the devils until we make them 
taste cold lead, and there is no sense in keeping our large army down there to 
die off with disease. The way things are going, I don’t know but what we 
shall want an army at home before long. The Copperheads had a meeting 
in the Courthouse the other day, and I understand that Jo. V. Thompson and 
Kendall 8¢ recommended opposition to the administration by force of arms 
unless the President recall his emancipation and Nigger regiment policy. You 
can see by that how much the damned hounds think of the Government. 
But there is a Union League ®5 here that I won’t say anything about. 

Folks are well as usual. 

Peter BryANT 

83. The soldiers mentioned in this paragraph are William T. Reed, discharged for 
disability March 10, 1863; Jacob S. Kinnan, commpiostoned first lieutenant A 23, 1863, 
and James S. Martin, first sergeant of Company K.—Ibid., pp. 230, 388, 389, Norton. 


Lieutenant hy > and David Rackley are identi in previous letters. 

84. J. V. Thompson: see letter of November 10, 1854, and Stents: eaptel: probably 
Milo Kendall, prominent Princeton lawyer.—Bradsby, op. cit., pp. 

85. The secret political poke tion formed to aid the Thad —, and combat 
the antiwar propaganda of the Knights of the Golden Circle. 
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I meant to have given you a history of some [of] Amanda’s 8¢ shines, but I 
will have to wait until next time. They say that she is going to be married soon 
to Matthews [insertion at top of first page] 


PRINCETON, Bureau Co., Ixt[xNo1s]} 
April 19th 1863 
Dear BrotHer [CULLEN] 

I received your letter of March 22nd in due time, and I have your reasons for 
not answering it sooner: first, too d--d lazy; next, nothing to write about. 

Kate and I are living at Cyrus’s now, and Mark and I are running the farm, 
or rather Mark, for I can’t do much, not having got over the effects of going to 
war yet, and I am beginning to think it a little “mixed” if I ever do get entirely 
over it, 

I had a letter from the regiment yesterday. They have been up the Yazoo 
pass 87 and come back again, and were, at the time of writing (April 1st) 
encamped on the Ark[ansas] side below Helena and expected to go to Vicks- 
burg soon. There was one man shot by guerillas on the trip up the pass. He 
was of Lloyd’s company, name Chester Tracy.8§ 

You say that you suppose from the looks of my photography that I must 
have been a sergeant. I had not got my stripes on when that was taken, but 
I supposed that I had told you that I was orderly serg[eant]. Jim Martin has 
the place now. Newell Bacon 89 is 8d serg[eant], Frank Norton Ist corp[oral]. 
I was told after I got into the hospital that at the time I was taken sick there 
was a plan being concocted to make me capt[ain] of the company. The boys 
don’t like Lloyde, and every one of them signed a petition asking him to resign, 
which they handed to him, but the old fellow didn’t take any notice of it. The 
last letter I got from the regiment says they are going to give him another, 
and they will give me a lift if I will come down there, but there is no use of 
whining, for I can’t do half a day’s work at home. I can’t stand it down there. 

You ask concerning Amanda. Well, the girl is dished at last. The deed 
was consummated on the 19th of March and to Newell Matthews. She 
promised to “love, honor, and obey,” and thereby hangs a tale. Pap is mad at 
Mathews. Says he is a scoundrel and talks accordingly. Amanda used to board 
at our house, and Matthews comes a-wooing, and one night Cyrus told him that 
if he darkened his doors again he would kick his dirty a-s out thereof. Where- 
upon Amanda was wroth and went to Boss Everett’s 9 to board and spark in 
peace, and Matthews went to Tiskilwa to teach and was taken sick, and she 
went down there and took care of him for two weeks and thereby lost her 
place at the Union School. It created quite a splutter. Amanda was a sad 
girl then. 

And then, oh Gods, you should have heard Aunt Boss rave. She rang the 
changes long and loud about the evil doings of said Cyrus, then waded right into 


86. Amanda Towers. See letters of July 22, 1860; April 19, 1863; September 20, 1863. 
87. A channel connecting Moon Lake with Cold Water river, in the delta region, 
Mississippi. The plan of attack had Sonn to reach the Yazoo river, destroy Confederate 
transports there and installations at Yazoo City, and establish a position on the high lands 
above Haines’ Bluff. Fortifications at the pass proved impregnable, however, and the 
Union force had to turn back on April 5.—Trimble, op. cit., pp. 19-21. 
88. Tracy was severely wounded.—lIbid., p. 20. 
89. Brother of Peter’s wife, Henrietta Bacon Bryant. 
90. James Smith Everett (1803-1889), of Princeton, brother of Peter’s mother, Julia 
a ryant, and husband of Harriet Cordelia Hyde Everett, the “Aunt Boss” mentioned 
ow. 
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Paine, Ryan,®! and various others, and was going to raise all hell if the matter 
wasn’t righted. You know she can talk a perfect diarhea naturally, and she did 
her bulliest then. Aunt Louise 92 helped as usual. But matters have cooled 
off now, and Amanda is teaching a large select school over Carse’s old store.% 
Think she isn’t quite so much of a vixen as in the days gone by; that is, before 
she saw the priest, and perhaps in time she'll make a staid and sober matron. 
At present, as all romances end, I suppose she is living happily without caring 
a fig for the rest of the world. 
PETER 


Princeton, Bureau Co., Itx[mors]} 
Sept. 20th 1863 
Dear BrotHer [CuLLEN] 

I have received your letter of Sept. 6th. Had begun to think that you was 
never going to write again. 

Father got home only a day or two ago. He staid longer than he intended 
to at first. Went up into New Hampshire to visit the Fish’s.%* His health is 
a good deal better than when he went away. 

Uncle Arthur came back the same day and with him Mrs. Ellen Mitchell 
of Dalton, Mass, I have not seen her yet. There is a Mr. Clark and wife of 
Ohio here on a visit just now. I believe they are cousins to Mother. Arthur 
Everett 95 is here at present, though I believe he intends to leave soon. Amelia 
and her husband Mr. Chapman are living in town. I believe they are expecting 
a young chap along soon. Amanda is teaching a select school, doing pretty well 
I think. 

Mathews was defeated in the nomination for School Com[missioner] by 
C. C. Covell 96 of Buda. Z. S. Hills came very near getting it, but was de- 
feated by a combination of Mathews & Covell. Dr. Allen has been nominated 
for County Treasurer. His opponent is Elder Walker,97 an independent candi- 
date to be supported by milk-and-water Republicans, Conservatives, and Cop- 
perheads. Don’t know what they can do, but hope they may be damned to 
hottest hell. They have got the Union League to work against, and I think that 
will be our little opposition. Frank Walker was expelled from the League a few 
days ago. He got mad because they were not inclined to support his father, 
and in retaliation told the Copperheads all the secrets and doings of the League. 
They think it is a pretty big thing, but I rather think it will settle Frank 
Walker’s hash as far as his character for truth and veracity is concerned. 

Militia companies are being organized throughout the state to prevent in- 
vasion and domestic brawls if necessary. They have started one here. You 


91. Possibly Tom Paine and Abram Joseph Ryan (1836-1886), the Catholic poet of 
the Confederacy. Both men might have been anathema to a Massachusetts Protestant. 

92. Louisa Charity Bryant Olds (1807-1868), sister of Peter’s father and wife of 
Justin C. Olds, of Princeton. 

98. A general store kept by A. and M. Carse, of Princeton.—Harrington, op. cit., p. 378. 

94. A family of Gilsum, N. H. There is a letter of January 28, 1865, from Mr. Fish 
to Cyrus Bryant in N. Y. P.L. 

95. Born 1840, = a {anes Smith Everett and Harriet Everett, of Princeton. See 
above, letter of of April 1 +. and Footnote. Arthur Everett died some time prior 
to January 4, 1874, Sat 'eter’s letter of that date. 

96. Chester C. Covell, ect by a historian of 1877 as pastor of the Union Church, 
of Buda, Ill, and as having served several times as county commissioner of schools.— 
The Voters . . Of Bureau County (Chicago, 1877), p. 332. 


97. Probably the Rev. Levi Walker (1802-1869). 
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have seen by the papers that the bushwhackers are playing hob in Kansas, and 
old Schofield 98 backs them, or rather don’t do anything to prevent them. I 
hope to God he will be turned out of there and some decent man put in his 
place. There is no punishment severe enough for those damned hell hounds 
except death, and it will be inflicted, Schofield to the contrary notwithstanding. 
We paid up the old scores with interest, but Lawrence has again been bummed, 
our old men and children shot dead in the streets, our women ravished and 
murdered. 

By God the end is not yet. The retribution will be terrible. If the authori- 
ties won’t do anything, it will be done without them. Those bloodthirsty 
hell hounds must die. I know the love that Kansas bears to Missouri. It will 
never be forgotten. But I will stop, for I’m mad. If it was not for my wife, 
I'd be there today. I think I shall go out there next spring—to live. I have 
been sick with a fever for two weeks past. Had congestion of the brain. Am 
better now. The Doctor said it was the natural result of my sickness last winter 
and spring. 

I suppose father told you about my boy.1% He is growing finely. We call 
him William Cullen. 

Emily’s 101 health is very poor. Has the consumption. Do not think she 
will live long. 

Peter BRYANT 


IV. THe Letrers, 1865-1906 


The preceding group of letters concludes the record of the second 
phase of Peter Bryant's life, his return to Illinois after jayhawking 
in Missouri, his service in the Vicksburg campaign, and his con- 
valescence from illness contracted as a soldier. The last phase, 
from 1856 to his death in 1912, was one of productive effort as a 
farmer and civic leader in the community he had migrated to before 
the war, Holton, Jackson county, Kansas. 

In spite of Peter’s original intention to return to Holton, Kan., 
in the spring of 1864, expressed in his letter of September 20, 1863, 
he apparently remained with his wife and child at the Bryant home 
in Princeton, Ill., until 1865. In April of that year, about a week 
after Lee’s surrender and the military conclusion of the Civil War, 
Peter set out with his young wife Kit and their baby son, William 
Cullen, on the slow overland wagon journey to Kansas, The first 
letter is from Kit, to the family in Princeton. 


98. Maj. Gen. ion M. Schofield, commander of a department of the Missouri military 
| = vad from May 13, 1868, to January 31, 1864, and later secretary of war under President 


99. The raid and massacre by William Clarke Quantrill, August 21, 1863. The earlier 
burning of Lawrence was on May 21, 1856. 

100. Wille » Cue Bryant (1863-1912). The other children of Peter and Henrietta 
Bryant were (1868-1928); Julia A. (1870-1944); Emma (1873-1928); Wa 
Le ‘Howard err 1915 ), Julia was married in 1897 to Louis C. Duncan of the Ss. 

Emma was married in 1896 to 7s F. McCo! (see below, letter of PANS 
13, *Yo06) .—Information from Mrs. F. L. Davis, of Holton 

101. Probably his cousin Emily Everett. —See the Aatume, 1961, number of the 

Quarterly, pp. 322, 823. 
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Apr[il] 18, 1865 
Dear MOTHER AND SISTERS— 

You are doubtless feeling quite anxious to hear how we are getting along, 
and how and where we passed last night. We drove up to a hard looking 
farm house about three miles south of Buda [Illinois] just as it commenced 
raining. They kept us very comfortably. We were willing to put up with 
anything for the sake of getting shelter from the rain. We went to Neponsit 
this morning and left our stove and barrel (our board wagon and all weighed 
2500). We took dinner with David Robinson.1°2 Tonight we have stopped four 
miles from Lafayette with some very nice appearing sort of folks. 

Willie keeps well and very good. He got pretty tired today, wanted to go 
home to Grandma’s and Mine Harriett’s. He flies round like a bee soon as he 
is let loose. Doesn’t mind being with strangers. Makes himself perfectly at 
home. There were two teams left Tiskilwa a couple of hours before we did, 
Walters and Thompson for Kansas. The man that told us seemed very anxious 
we should get together. Said they were nice people. We think Cook kept 
very still about it. He must have known it. I am tired and will not write more 
now. Affectionately yours, Krr. 

Apr[il] 19. 9 o'clock P. M. 

Rained hard this moming. The roads are quite bad. Commenced driving 
about 10 o'clock this morning. Got about 20 miles. Are quartered tonight in 
the barn of an old Scotchman 5 miles east of Wataga. Have good stabling for 
the horses and we sleep in the hay mow. It is as good a bar as the one at 
home. His house is too small to accommodate us. The little man gets pretty 
tired, but I guess he will stand it. He is gritty. [PETER] 


Two months after their migration from Illinois to Kansas, Kit 
Bryant, facing the hard realities of a new life on the middle border, 
wrote a “gritty” letter to her sisters-in-law back in Princeton. Her 
brief account reveals Peter’s discouragement over the prospects of 
the new homestead. 


Hoxton, Jackson Co., Kan[sas] 
June 4th 1865 
Dear SISTERS 

I thought I’d get a letter from Chattie last night, but was disappointed. 
Peter received one from Mark last week. [He] intended to have answered it 
today, but the horses got started for home and he is off after them, Pet has 
never been loose before. 

Willie is trying to write to you, is the greatest bother you ever saw, grows 
worse every day. I went visiting the other day with him. He got Gramma’s 
pipe and smoked all the afternoon. He catched the little kitten and crammed 
its mouth full of bread, milk, and corn, and many other tricks as bad. 

We are having dry weather again. If we do not have rain soon, everything 
will dry up. Our corn and sugar cane is up nicely. If t’would only rain. Some 
days it seems so hot I can scarcely breathe. The wind blows a perfect gale from 
the southwest most of the time. Peter is growing sick of the country. I heard 
him say the other day if we had a dry season he would sell out the first chance. 
Last year, and in fact every year, they only raise half a crop for want of rain. 


102. See letter of March 2, 1862, and Footnote. 








482 Kansas HistoricAL QUARTERLY 


There is not more than three good wells in the place, not one cistern. People 
mostly drink slough water, wash dishes in about a pint without rinsing. | 
could not eat anything at first. Now I shut my eyes and take it as it comes. 
I know if I had to bring water a mile or so, I [would] be as bad as they. | 
think its a little mixed if I’d do it though. Frank is digging a well after so 
long atime. We are not going to have fruit of any kind. The frost killed it all, 

I shall want you to make me some jelly and put up some currants and send 
or bring this fall in those self-sealing cans. I will send money to pay expenses, 
My fruit kept very nice. I have opened two cans of apple sauce. T'was a 
good way to put them up, so Mother can try it if she has any more. 

Peter got home late last evening. I do not think he will write to Mark this 
time. A man caught his horses 4 miles east of Holton going for Illinois fast 
as they could. 

I wish you would send me that [sacque?] pattern after the girls send to 
you. I expect Elijah 193 is married by this time. Did you go to the wedding? 

Our things have come at last. Peter is going after them this week. He 
will have that box sent to a man in Leavenworth, and then we will get it 
without any trouble. 

We have real pretty wild flowers here. I'll send you some Sweet William 
seeds this fall. They are so different from anything you have there. I'd like 
some Verbenas if I thought I could keep them from freezing in the winter. 
They have no house plants here. 

From you[r] aff[ectionate] sister Kir Bryant 


Hoxton, Jackson Co., KANsAs 
August 29th 1865 
Dear Brotuer [Marcus] 

I received your letter containing the Medicine several days ago. They came 
all right, though a few of the pills in each package were ground up, I suppose 
by the fingers of curious Postmasters. Our P[ost] M[aster] sent the letter up to 
me by one of the neighbors and told him that I had got a package of Garden 
Seeds. 

It gets sweltering hot here some days and is pretty sickly through the country. 
The little fellows generally suffer the worst, and several have died in the neigh- 
borhood (our neighborhood is larger than yours: five or six miles around). 
We have not had any rain for a week, a trick that has not happened before 
in all summer. I have not finished cutting my Hungarian. We had a hurri- 
cane a short time ago, and it blew it all down flat, and it did not get up again. 
I had to mow it with a scythe. A good deal of the small grain about here was 
injured by the wet weather. Cor is first-rate, and weeds grow finely. It has 
been most too wet for potatoes, but if we can have a few days more of dry, 
I think they will come out all right. Our sugar cane is first-rate. I have got 
half an acre, and J rather think we will have molasses enough to do us. 

Kit is driving a brisk trade with butter and eggs. She got seven old hens for 
$2 and manages to sell about 4 doz[en] eggs a week, and they are worth two 
bits a dozen. Butter is worth 30 cents a pound. If I had about a dozen cows 
like the old gal I sold you and a good cellar, I could make a fortune. The 
three that I have got give lots of milk, but all of them together don’t make much 
more butter than that one used to last summer. I have got four first-rate calves. 

103. Peter’s cousin Elijah (“Lige”) Wiswall Bryant, son of John Howard and Harriet 


Wiswall Bryant. See letters December 8, 1854, and October 29, 1865. Lige’s wife 
was Laura S. Bryant (1846-1910). 
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I want to buy some more this fall if I can, They ask $8 a head for them, 
and it is hard to buy at that. Some of the neighbors are going to Missouri to 
buy this fall. They say they can be bought for $5 there, and it costs about a 
dollar to get them here. 

We have been having some railroad meetings here, but somehow they 
don’t seem to do much. The idea is to get the Atchison and Pikes Peak RR 
to run through Holton, but as near as I can find out, they mean to run about 
ten miles north of here and leave us out in the cold.1° We are getting a 
good deal of the Denver City trade through here now. They freight with big 
wagons holding from 60 to 80 hundred [weight] and drawn by six yoke of 
cattle and from 25 to 50 wagons in a train. They start 3 or 4 a week out of 
Atchison, and in a busy time one a day. You can see by that where our cattle 
go to and what need we have of a railroad here. But there is another thing 
about it. When they get the railroad through, we are not going to get $150 
a yoke for raw steers, 

Prairie chickens are plenty, and I get after them sometimes with the gun. 
I can take them flying now almost every shot. We are all well. 

Peter BRYANT 


Hoxton, Jackson Co., Kans[as] 
Oct, 29th 1865 
Dear BroTHEeR [Marcus] 

I wrote you about a month ago that I was going to want some money about 
this time, and I am after it now. If you have such a thing as fifty dollars that 
you don’t want, it would accommodate me very much if you would let me 
have it. I could use a hundred to pretty good advantage, but then if you are 
not pretty flush you need not send me so much. 

I have been having the ague some lately, and my work is getting behind- 
hand, and I want to hire a man a month, and that will take $26. Then J 
am going to build a small barn and an outside cellar, and it will take the other 
$24 to buy the shingles. 

Frank and John Dixon 1% and I have been burning a lime kiln. We made 
one big enough to hold 300 bushel, filled it up and burnt it five days and five 
nights, and when it cooled off there was not any lime there, and as we are all 
green in the business we don’t know what the matter is. We are going to try 
it again one of these days and see if we can’t have better luck. We calculated 
to sell a hundred dollars worth and came as near it that Frank posted notices 
down in Holton “Lime for Sale,” and there has been a perfect rush to the 
kiln ever since. But somehow they did not seem inclined to buy. If it had 
only been lime, we could have sold it all out in four days. 

Frank is going to Leavenworth tomorrow with a load of truck, principally 
butter, Kit is going to send down 20 pounds, for which she expects to get 
60 cents a pound. 

The young man [Peter’s two-year-old boy William Cullen] has had the 
ague. He went at it with a vengeance, Had nine shakes in ten days, and it 

104. Maps of 1867 show an unnamed railroad rusning, theonghs Netawaka, nine unfies 
north of Holton, from Atchison generally N.N. W. to 7, Rapids. in Marshall county. 
map of 1877 designates this road as the Central Branch o! pi] See ™, 


letter of August 28, 1872. By that time the com rx of ny 1p. - al had made it 
unnecessary for Peter to go to Netawaka to cat 
105. John Dickson, or Dixon, was a friend of Peter’s who came west in 1857 and 
a himself as a farmer near Banner, Kan.—lInformation from Mrs. F. L. Davis, 
olton. 
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made him look considerable peaked. We broke it up on him about a week 
ago, and he is beginning to fat up again. He can take half of a pumpkin pie 
at one meal without any trouble. 

We have got 34 gallons of molasses. I think that will stand us until molasses 
comes again, and we have got potatoes enough to do us, and corm enough to 
feed the horses and pigs and make all the Johnny cake we want, and pumpkins 
and turnips and onions in abundance, and if we only had 2 or 8 barrels of 
apples and a barrel of cider we would be fixed just as well as you Suckers 
[Illinoisans] are. Apples are very scarce here. The grocers don’t bring hardly 
any to Holton, and they charge 25 cents a dozen for little hard knotty things 
such as we used to take to old Gilchrist. 

How is your crop this year? How does Lige make it with his new wife? 
Is he dealing in cattle this year? What are two-year-old steers worth there? 
Here they sell for $100 a yoke or pair. All steers go by the pair here. They 
are all bought up by the freighters, and they had just as soon buy four-year- 
olds that never saw a yoke as those already broke. 

Yours truly 
Peter BRYANT 
P.S. Nov. 2nd. 

I have just received your letter containing the P[ost] O[ffice] money orders. 

That will do me for the present. I will write again when I get time: P.B. 


Hoxton, Jackson Co., Kan[sas] 
Nov. 28th 1865 
Dear Brotuer [Marcus] 

I suppose you think it is time to be hearing from me again about that 
money. I am so busy nowadays that I don’t get any time to write, and then 
besides I have been in a devil of a stew what to do with the money. I want 
that land, and I want some cattle, and next summer I want a mower, and that 
won't buy all of them. I guess that I had better nail the land, and there may 
be enough left to buy a cow or two, and I will let the mower rip if something 
don’t turn up before next haying time so that I can get one. Cullen has got an 
idea that he wants some land and is going to send me $200 in a month to buy 
him some, and I have been thinking whether he and I had not better buy that 
together, but I don’t know as it would suit him. I wrote to him that I thought 
I could get 80 acres for $200, and the place I want is only 180 acres, and I 
don’t suppose 200 would buy half of it. 

The man that owns that land lives somewhere near Galesburg [Illinois], and 
I want you to go down and buy the land for me. Get it just as low as you can 
and don’t pay more than 600. I suppose the way land sells about here that 
it is worth about $500, but it is worth a hundred more to me than anybody 
else. There is a man here offering to sell a piece same size with 40 acre broke 
and ten acres fenced and about as much timber for $600, but he has got a 
runaway wife somewhere and can’t give a good title. Frank Pomeroy bought 
a quarter section with 15 acres of good timber on it for $550. There is an 
80-acre lot here with some timber, plenty of stock water, a first-rate 
spring, and good farming land which I have heard the man offers to take 
200 [dollars] for. If it is true, there is a mighty good chance for some poor 
man to make a farm. I don’t know exactly where that man lives, but will find 
out as near as I can before I mail this. 
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Kit wants you to send her box of truck same as you did the books by express 
to Pleter] B[ryant], Holton, care [of] Wm. Gordon and Bro[thers], Leaven- 
worth, and she wants Chat to send along the collar [insertion in Peter’s wife’s 
hand: “By the way, it isn’t for me. I owe it for the making of my slippers”] 

I finished husking corn last week. Have got a crib full 12 feet long, 8 feet 
wide, and 7 feet high inside. I think it will be enough to do me. I am doing 
some plowing now. We have had the finest weather this fall for doing work 
that I ever saw. 

Willie is not very well, He has the ague. Had a chill today, Somehow we 
can’t use it up on him [in spite of his early childhood fevers, William Cullen 
lived to the age of 49, dying in 1912 in the same year as his father Peter]. 

Somebody has been kind enough to send me the “Republican.” Who do you 
suppose it was? Much obliged. I have written this in a great hurry, which 
will account for blunders. 

PETER BRYANT 
[P. S.] 

That man’s name is Richard Armstrong. He lives two miles southwest of 
Wataga. The railroad runs right through his farm and dooryard. The de- 
scription of the land is S, E. quarter of Section 24, township 7, range 14. 
I have forgotten what meridian or which side. You can tell by looking at my 
deed. I left it in the secretary. Stick hard for $500. It is as near the real 
value as I can get at. That is all West will give. Please attend to it soon as 
possible and let me know. 


Ho.ton, Jackson Co., Kansas 
Jan. 14th 1866 
Dear BrotHer [Marcus] 

I received your letter containing the draft, for which I am much obliged. 
I bought two cows on the strength of it last week and agreed to pay for them 
tomorrow, and I began to be a little dubious lest the money should not come 
in time and the man should back out, for I got them pretty low. Cows are 
worth here from 30 to 85 dollars, but I got those for 25 and 28 [dollars], and 
they look good and have good reputations for butter-makers, or rather for 
giving the stuff they make butter of. I want to get about 8 more. That will 
make me ten, and if we can’t make butter enough out of them to make a living, 
we will have to try something else. Old Billy Struckman, one of our neigh- 
bors, sold over $400 worth of butter from 7 cows last summer, and I think we 
can do as well as they can. 

I am glad to hear that you have got along so well with your ice. I thought 
last summer that I would put up a little this winter, but I had so much work 
to do that I did not get any place made for it and therefore did not get any 
ice. Last week it rained nearly all the week and cleared the creeks all out. Be- 
fore that, the ice was about 14 inches thick. 

That box got along last Monday. The apples did not freeze. They were a 
rare treat to us, and we asked Frank and his wife over to help eat them and to 
convince him that the Jonathan is the tree for us to plant. 

About that cloth that was in it, from the pattern rolled up in it I suppose 
it was intended for Willie, but I told Kit that she better make herself a cloak 
and get something else for Willie, for he would knock that out in a week. He 
is a hard boy on clothes, and I have been thinking of getting a pair of pants 
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made of leather for him. Kit wants to know what his aunties and Grandma 
think about it. The young man was highly tickled with Mother Goose and 
can read about half of it already, but he reads by the pictures. He smelled 
the apples in the box before it was opened and had a big time about the big 
“led” apples that Aunt Ju sent him, and the scalawag stuffed so much that it 
made him sick, 

So Lige had to run away from home, did he? I don’t blame him a bit. He 
ought to have been fool enough to know that he could not stand it there and 
built him a house beforehand. Does he deal in cattle any, now, or what does 
he do for grub? 

There was a fight in Holton on Christmas between a Copperhead and a 
returning soldier, and the soldier was stabbed in the lungs. The next day a 
mob hung the Copperhead. After that, some of his friends got out warrants 
and had some of the mob arrested and tried before a justice of the peace. Six of 
them were bound over to appear at next term of court to answer to the charge 
of murder. The bonds are six hundred dollars each. They say that they are 
perfectly willing to stand a trial, for they know that a jury cannot be got to- 
gether that will convict them. Among them are some of the most prominent 
citizens of Jackson County. It was thought for a few days that the stabbed 
soldier would die, but he is getting well now. Folks seem to think that the 
end is not yet, and that there will be several Copperhead farms for sale before 
another winter. This [is] a great country, Last summer there were two 
niggers hung for stealing horses, and the cops were jubilant over the high moral 
tone of society. Now they talk differently. 

PereR BryANT 


Hotton, Jackson Co., KANSAS 
April lst 1866 
Dear BrotHer [Marcus] 

I received your letter of March 27th today inquiring after the Money Order. 
They were received all right, and I ought to have written you before but kept 
putting it off. 

I am very busy just now. The Spring has been backward and cold, so that 
all of my work comes right in a pile. I am setting out an orchard now. I 
have not sowed my oats yet and don’t see how I can before next week. My 
man cut his foot the other day, and that don’t help the cause any. He cut off 
the 2nd toe and a gash about an inch and a half long in the foot. There was a 
good deal of trouble in getting plows to scour in this country. I have finally 
got one made by Andrus of Grand Detour, III [inois] that I think will fill the bill. 

Mr. Ross of Dover lectured in Holton on Temperance last week. Kit and I 
heard him one evening. 

What is Cyrus 196 going to do in Lawrence? 

Yours truly 
PeTer BRYANT 

106. The reference is not to the brothers’ father Cyrus Bryant, but to an unidentified 
Cousin . who wrote to Marcus on April 26, 1866, that he had arrived in Nebraska 
City, Nebraska territory, after a tortuous four-day steamboat tri up the Missouri river 
from canara, Kan. Although he found Nebraska City “full of Rebs,” Cousin Cyrus was 
encouraged b' by ib p poenpecte the area. He reported land selling near the city at 50 cents 
Rtn Santor" tatn Kemas® fen Solieg Mise Geetha 

ebraska ory .” he had deci © go on to aha aving so! 


three sewing machines for William Lea of St. Louis, Cyrus disappears from Peter’s corre- 
spondence. 











ot 


=< 2 RX ee ee 


thee en Bh 








LETTERS OF PETER BRYANT 487 


Houton, Jackson Co., KANSAS 
Oct, 15th 1866 


Dear BroTHEerR [Marcus] 

We received your letter of Oct. 3rd this evening. I am sorry to say that 
we shall be obliged to postpone our visit to Princeton [Illinois] until some 
future time. 

When I wrote before, I was in hopes that I could crowd my work along 
so that we could make the trip, but just about that time my hired man got a 
notion in his head that he must have a farm of his own, so he posted off and 
left me to go it alone. I have not been able to light on a man since that I 
could hire. I would like to have one a couple of months. I have got 20 acres of 
corn to husk and lots of other work that ought to be done. We have just got 
our molasses made. Had 70 gallons. It is selling at 45 cts. per gallon at the 
mill and 50 with the barrel. Frank Pomeroy has a mill and evaporator. Will 
make about 500 gallons of his own this fall. The grasshoppers have taken 
my wheat. I sowed four acres, and it came up first-rate, but it is all gone 
now except about two rods square, and that is going. 

I don’t think of any more to write, and I am getting sleepy. I had to get 
up last night and kill a skunk. He got into the hen house and killed two 
chickens. I am going to Holton tomorrow, and Willie says he is going along 
to get a pair of red-topped boots. 


Peter BRYANT 


BANNER, Jackson Co., K[ansas] 
Feb. 14th 1869 
Dear BroTHer [Marcus] 

I received your letter of Jan. 29th several days ago just after I had mailed 
one relating partly to the same business.107 

As to the new disposition that you propose, I do not know as I exactly under- 
stand it. Is Mother to hold the original $8000 and $750 besides? If that is the 
case, I have no objections. So far as I am concerned, even if she should re- 
ceive a larger share, for I think and insist that she should have all that she 
needs for comfort and pleasure as long as she lives if I do not get another cent. 
But if the idea is to let up on you and come down on the rest of us, whose 
shares are so much smaller, why I don’t think it hardly fair. 

The way I look at it is this. You have a farm already opened, fences all 
built, good house well furnished, barn and outbuildings, all ready to go right 
along and make a comfortable living, and if there is any one day that you 
feel as though you didn’t want to put in and work, why the whole machinery 
does not stop. You don’t have to go right into the hard work and stick to 
it. Now, with me it has been “root hog or die” ever since I have been here, 
and well you know just what I have got. It won’t do to let up on the work 
yet, although prospects are brighter this year than ever before. You need not 
think I am so lazy that I don’t want to work at all. I like to work some, but 
I don’t like to be forced to work or go hungry. 

As to dividing that $500 with the girls, if they have to dig as hard for a 
living as I do, I am willing to divide, but in that case I think you ought to 
do something for them, too. I am sure you can stand it as well as I can. I 
am willing to leave the matter for Mother to decide. If she thinks they need the 


107. The business apparently concerned the final disposition of some property left b 
Peter’s father Cyrus, who died in 1865. ° d 
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money and will use it judiciously, I will cheerfully give it up without another 
word, 


I believe I have answered all your questions plainly as I can, and if you 
have any more send them along and I will see what I can do for them. Please 
let me know soon in regard to the apple tree business, for I want to know 
what I have got to do and prepare accordingly. 

We have had a very hard winter on stock, not very cold but wet, muddy, 
icy, and very disagreeable. Last week we had some fine days, and Jacobs 
commenced plowing. We have not sowed any wheat yet, but will work this 
week if it stays fair weather. We got most of the ground plowed last fall. 
I have bought two yoke of cattle to do my breaking. Am going to fence in all 
my land this spring. Bro. Jackson across the creek is going to fence all of his 
quarter, too. Gets his rails from Armstrong without leave. He thinks a 
speculator has no business with timber. 

The R[{ailroad] Co[mpany] offer the Pottawatomie lands for sale except the 
11 miles square in N[ortheast] corner, and it is thought that will soon come 
into market. Holton is agitating R[{ail] Road] question some. They are 
doing the joint work for two Roads now, one from Omaha to Topeka, the 
other from St. Jo[seph] to Manhattan. I have not been to any of their meet- 
ings, but I heard that one Road agreed to make Holton a point if the County 
would give their approval [?] in bonds and take that amount of stock in the 
road [?]. Holton is in for it hard, the rest of the county not so much. 

They have a new son down at the Jacobs. They call him Moses. Our wife 
and babies are all well, 

Yours truly 
P. Bryant 


Hoxton Jackson Co., K[ansas] 
Aug. 28th 1872 
Dear Brotruer [Marcus] 

I have been having a holiday for the last few days. Not that they have 
been any great deal of pleasure to me for they have not, but what I mean is 
that I have been exempt from the regular routine of labor, the plain English 
of which is I have been sick. Down with a dysentery or something of that sort. 

We are full of business here building a new house or rather fixing up the old 
one, enlarging somewhat and renovating generally, building a new cellar &c. 
I am getting behind somewhat in my other work. Have not cut any hay yet nor 
have I plowed much for wheat. We are having a very abundant season. 
There was a heavy crop of oats and will be more corn here this fall than ever 
before. Oats are worth 12% to 15 cts. and some people think corn will be no 
higher. It is a matter, however, that does not trouble me very much for I 
never sell any, though I may buy a few hundred bushels. Even then I would 
hate to give a man less than 15 cents. I intend to feed a few cattle during 
the coming winter and have but 40 acres of my own. 

I suppose if you read the Holton News that you are aware that Holton 
has got a Rail road 108 and we Jackson County folks generally feel mighty big 
over the little fellow. It is only a 3 foot guage with little baby engines and 
cars, but I guess it is big enough to give us all a ride one at a time and do all 


-_ sg She Heap Cot Cute —» wile gh connected, Taavenvorth sod nory of the (165.39 
les), rea Crimmin istory Kansas 
Central Railway, 1871-1935 y 43 "shes Research Studies, June, 1954 








PETER BRYANT 
(1837-1912) 


A nephew of William Cullen Bryant, Peter Bryant arrived 
from Illinois to take a claim in Jackson county in 1859. Ex- 
cept for time out for the war, Jackson county and Holton 
were “home” until his death. 
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PETER BRYANT’S FARM BUILDINGS IN 1881 


This sketch was published in J. S. Bird’s Historical Plat Book of Jack 


son County. the property was on Sec. 24, T. 7 S., R. 14 E., 
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the business that we have to do at present. I suppose they will build it up into 
our neighborhood shortly. Then we won't have to go to Netawaka to get away 
from home if we should ever get ready to go. I thought when we were in 
Ill. before that we would get ready to make you another visitation by this year, 
but the way the thing is running I am afraid we will be unable to do it. It 
seems as though the longer we lived here the more we have to attend to and 
less chance to get away from home. 

Politically there is not much excitement. Almost all the Republicans are 
Grant men and the Democrats are all for Greeley. What I think about it is 
just this. Horace may be a very good sort of man himself, but he is in cussed 
bad company, and if he is elected by rebels and Tammanyites and Democrats 
it is going to be a very hard matter to turn his back on his supporters after he 
is President, and I don’t think we are ready to turn the government over to 
those fellows yet. 

I don’t know what you think of that matter, but I notice the Chicago Tribune 
is for Greeley and Uncle John swings his hat for the old Chapaquacker,109 
and I know you have considerable respect for either of them, and for this reason 
(hoping you will not feel insulted) I did not know but you might lean that 
way too. If you do I would just call your attention to what kind of an outfit 
you are training with. I know there is Trumbull & Palmer and Summer and a 
few others, and there is also Jeff Davis and every other d--d scalawag that 
carried a musket on the rebel side during the war. And as for dead stinking 
rottenness I will put Frank Blair & Gov Warmouth against the meanest men in 
the Grant party. But I didn’t intend to make you a stump speech. 

P BryANT 


Hotton Jackson Co., Ks 
Oct. 27th 1872 
Dear BrotHErR [Marcus] 

We received your letter of the 6th inst. in due time. Was glad to hear 
that you are a Grant man. Not that I think that the old Nepot is altogether 
perfect, but in Western phraseology I think he is a heap the best man of the 
two. I think I have bothered my brains less about politics this year than I 
ever did in my life before. In fact I don’t believe I have raised a single yell 
for Grant or any other man this fall. Don’t want you to think by that I am 
dead, for candidates here are just as live as ever they were and excitement just 
as high, but I have had other irons in the fire. With building my house and 
the farm work I have just about all that I can attend to, and taking into con- 
sideration the immediate proximity of winter I don’t know whether I shall be 
able to attend to all of that or not. 

We are getting the building pretty well along now. Will have it plastered 
this week. Then if I had my potatoes dug and com husked I would be ready 
to go into winter quarters. My potatoes are good. Think I will have 200 
bushels, Corn is also good. Will have 1800 or 2000 bus[hels] of that. Have 
a good deal of it cut and in the shock. Fall wheat looks fine, and if we do not 

109. Cooter kept a farm at Chappaqua, N. Y., and enlisted the interest of Tribune 
readers in his swamp reclamation and his crop iments; in 1871 he published a book 

—_ What I Know About Farming. Persons t Peter associates with Greeley, in this 
gra are: Lyman Trumbull, Illinois aan in 1855, 1861, 1867; Joseph Pal- 
— © Esliforn  R- of Palmer, Cook and Company; Charles Sumner, Massachusetts 


senator; Francis P. Blair, Jr., whose political activities in St. Louis were supported by the 
Tribune; and Henry Clay Warmoth (1842-1931), governor of Louisiana, 1868-1872. 


82—261 
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have an uncommonly hard winter or some other plaguy mishap tum up there 
will be a big crop of wheat next year. I think there was about as large a 
breadth sown this fall as last though perhaps not in so small patches. Many 
farmers have from 40 to 80 acres, and it was generally got in in pretty good 
season, 

Our Rail Road has made a stop at Holton. Whether it is final or not I am 
unable to say. In the contract with the County they were to have $60,000 in 
bonds when they built it to Holton, which has already been paid, [and] 
$50,000 more when they built a branch to Netawaka and $50,000 more when 
they finished the main line to the west line of the County. It is said that they 
have given up the Netawaka branch and they have not yet gone to work on 
the main line, but they have until the 22nd of Feb 1873 before they forfeit 
the bonds. It is evident that the company is hard up, and whether they will 
be able to raise the money to build it all or not is a matter at which outsiders 
can only guess. 

I think the little road is doing pretty good business considering the length 
of it, for they are bringing in a large amount of freight and carrying away 
a good deal of produce. 

The health of our family is very good now, Marcus [his second son] had 
a sick spell during the latter part of summer, an attack of bilious fever, but 
he is around again now, and Dude [his daughter Julia] is fat as a pig. She 
is learning to spell a little now. 

Your Tr 
P. BRYANT 


Hotton Jackson Co., KANSAS 
Jany 3d 1878 
Dear BrotHer [Marcus] 

I don’t know but you will begin to think pretty soon as Cullen does that I 
never write to you unless I want money, At any rate that is the case just 
now. I need a hundred dollars most cussedly, and if you can let me have it, 
it will accommodate me very much, I have tried hard to make both ends 
meet, but some how with my building and the low price of everything I had to 
sell, I could not make it. I have had to borrow $100. at the bank, and it is 
due in 30 days, and if you can help me please let me know immediately, and 
if not ditto, for I want to know what to do. 

Money is very close here, and some of the best men we have got are not 
able to pay their tax. We have just had a big snow storm. It is 14 inches 
deep on a level, and we had the coldest weather just before that that I ever 
knew in this County. The mercury stood at 20 below Zero. The ground was 
nearly bare at that time, making it very bad on fall wheat. Cattle are doing 
very well, but not many feeding in this County this winter, making corn a 
drug in market. It sells for 15 cts. when it will sell at all. I think there 
would be a speculation in it if a man had a few dollars to invest. 

Our folks are well excepting colds, and I believe all the young ones are 
afflicted that way. 

The episodic is going the rounds here. Some of my horses are coughing a 
little, though it don’t seem to be anything very bad. I have heard of but one 
death from it in the County, and I do not think, judging from newspaper 
accounts, that we have it as bad here as they did with you and further east. 
Our little Rail Road has come to an end at Holton. They were to have 
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built a branch to Netawaka for $50,000. in Co. Bonds, which they have al- 
ready forfeited, and the other 50,000 will become forfeit by the 22nd of Feb. 
if they fail to build the west line of the County by that time, and they are 
making no effort to save it. That will make it easier on the tax payers, and 
they all talk as though they wanted things easy as possible. 
Yours 
P. BRYANT 


Hotton Jackson Co., Ks 
July 22nd 1878 
Dear BrotrHer [Marcus] 

I received your letter enclosing draft for the payment of your note, and I 
herewith forward you the note cancelled and receipted. 

A few days after I got your letter I received one from Uncle John enclosing 
your note for $700., over in five years without interest, which he says he was 
directed by Uncle William to send to me. So it seems that I have got the upper 
hand yet, although I suppose you got things fixed to suit you and probably 
got a pretty good lift too. I am glad that he appreciates what his poor rela- 
tions are trying to do for themselves instead of fooling it away on Ben Rattery 
or some other poor devil to go and lay his bones on the burning sands of 
Africa. I think it is a good deal better to give Hixon and the balance of us 
a little lift, don’t you? 

I have been very busy for a week past stocking my grass. My wheat is 
good. Oats not very good. Weather very dry. If we don’t get rain soon the 
com is gone up. Wife & children are not very well. Have summer complaint. 

Yours &c 
P. Bryant 


Hoiton Jackson Co., Ks 
Jan. 4th 1874 
Dear BrotHer [Marcus] 

I received your letter on New Year Day. Was very glad to hear from you 
again. 

I commenced a letter an evening or two before, but I got sleepy over it 
and went off to bed without finishing it. Else perhaps you might have had a 
letter for New Year too. Was glad to hear of the general good health of our 
friends. My family is well at present and have been all winter except the 
baby [Emma, b. 1873], who was attacked with the croup a night or two before 
Christmas and was afterwards threatened with fever, but we broke it up and 
she is now quite well again. We did not have any company Christmas day 
nor any turkey. Kit thought she had enough to do without getting dinner, so 
I got some oysters and we had a stew and the boys enjoyed it well and won- 
dered if Uncle Mark’s little girls 119 were having a good time and gots lots of 
nice things in their stockings. 

That evening I got a copy of the “Republican” containing the resolutions 
adopted by the members of the bar at Oshkosh, Wis. relating to the death of 
Arthur Everett,111 which was the first that I had heard of his decease. It 
happened that about that time they stopped sending me the Republican and I 
missed four [or] five numbers and then sent for it again, and if they published 


110. Grace Mary Bryant (1868-1950) and Alice Bryant Crater (1870-1916). 
lll. See letter of September 20, 1868, and Footnote. 
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anything in regard to it I did not see it. I think from the published account 
that they must have thought very highly of him where he was located. 

I saw the notice of Willie Everett’s 112 death. It must be a terrible stroke to 
his young wife. 

I am glad to hear that you are doing well in your business.113 Wish | 
could say as much for myself, but somehow I can not see that I am getting rich 
very fast, and neither does the hard work seem to let up a particle. In fact if 
there is any difference it is on the increase. 

I am not feeding any cattle this winter. Have nothing on hand but a few 
two-year olds. My corm crop was light, not making over 25 bushels per acre. 
I fattened some hogs and sold some, some time ago. They brought 8 ct, 
[and] are worth 8% now, while in Chicago & St. Louis they are quoted at 
4% to 5% Somebody must make money. There were a good many hogs 
fattened here, and the most of them went out at 8 cts. 

Corn has taken quite a rise lately— is now worth 40 cts. Fall wheat 
90 to 1.00. I have about 100 bushels of wheat to sell when it gets high enough 
to suit me, 

My prospect for the new crop is very good at present. Have about 20 
acres, It got a good start in the fall. A good deal of the wheat about here 
was sown late owing to the dry weather in the fall and is considerably dam- 
aged, The winter thus far has been mild, although we have had some rather 
sharp weather since New Year. I do not keep any hired help this winter. 
Am getting some wool cut, but there is no demand now, and I will have to hold 
it over until next fall. 

Business is dull. In fact, I don’t know what a fellow could go at to tum an 
honest penny unless it is playing poker, and even at that those who make a 
business of it have got so sharp that an outsider don’t stand any chance. 

P. BRYANT 


Hotton K[ansas] July 27th 1874 
Dear BrotHer [Marcus] 

I have received your letter containing my note and a draft for $280. It is 
fulfilling a transaction that I did not expect at this time as I did not suppose 
you had recovered from the effects of your disaster so that you would have the 
money to spare. 

I had need of $300 about the middle of June and was expecting to use that 
money, but as soon as I heard of your tornado I made other arrangements 
and had thought no more about it, However, it is all right if it does not 
cramp you, and I enclose your note—cancelled. It is devilish queer that a 
fellow can’t try to do something for himself without fire, rain or wind or some 
other cussed thing turns up and wastes all he can make. 

I have had one or two little [swipes?] myself, though I never lost quite 
$4000 at a lick. Still I suppose it is all in a lifetime and not much use to growl. 

The weather is very dry here. Wheat and oats are all harvested and 
stacked, a fair crop. Com is gone up. We will have none. That breaks into 
my cattle feeding operations, It will hardly pay me to hold my steers over, 
Sh a eee 


next 
sentence was Annie Chamber] in, of Princeton, who married Willie, March $1, a 6 Tar 
Edward F. Everett, Descendants’ of Richard Everett of Dedham, Moss. (Boston, 1902), 
Pp. 


118. The firm of “Glassburn and ta Dealers in Grain, Stock, Flour, Salt, 
of of Tampico, Ill.—Letterhead used by J. M. Glassburn in letter to Marcus, July 20. is. 
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and if I can get as much money for them as they cost me I will be satisfied. 
There is a good crop of fruit, though I don’t think apples will be as large as 
they would with more rain. 

There blew a hot wind all day last Saturday from the sand hills in the 
southwest that dried up the green stuff terribly, and judging from the way it 
singed things here there can not be much left down in the paradise of this 
state 200 miles southwest of here. The mercury went to 110 in the shade. 

You asked me some time ago in regard to the “Republican.” Last August 
I sent them $2. for one year’s subscription, and I see by their label on the out- 
side that there has since been another year added and it runs now until August 
1875. Kit has not received any magazines from your wife, though somebody 
has sent Julia a child’s paper, “The Mousy Folks Gem” with a picture. Willie 
was already taking the paper so that now we have two copies. If that was the 
paper referred to, Julia sends thanks. 

I do not suppose that it will be of any use to mention the fact that we would 
be glad to see any of our friends and relations that might take a notion to stroll 
this way this fall or any other time, nor the fact that we would like to take a 
stroll eastward but find ourselves utterly unable to do so at present. 

My family are all well and tearing around. 

P. Bryant 


Hotton Jackson Co., Ks 
Oct, 4th 1875 
Dear BrotHer [Marcus] 

I received a letter from you some time since while at Nantucket, Mass., 
which I neglected to answer at the time, and as it has been so long since, I 
will send this to Princeton, thinking you have probably got around home by 
this time and eamestly hoping with improved health and strength.114 We 
are as well as usual except Marcus and Willie. They were down with a kind 
of bilious fever a week or so ago and have not fully recovered yet. 

I am very busy just now, though I don’t know as any more so than I have 
been all summer. In fact I have put in more hard nigger work this summer 
than I have been wont to do for the past three or four years. What the result 
will be I am hardly able to say. Possibly I may make both ends meet but 
nothing more. Still I have had first-rate health, less sick headaches than be- 
fore, and my knee has got stout so that I get pretty well fagged before it 
makes me limp. 

I am putting up prairie hay now. Grass is remarkably good this year, I 
think as good or better than I ever saw it before. I think I can get up a 
hundred tons to sell. Dealers bale it and pay $8 per ton delivered at the depot. 
There is no money in it for me at that price, but we are hoping for something 
better after a while. My corn is pretty fair. I think it will make from 30 to 
50 bushels to the acre, probably average 40. The smallest yield is from the 
seed I got of Lige. It is a smaller kind than we usually plant here, and eazlier. 
It so happened that there was a dry spell of about two weeks just when it 
should have had rain. While the other corn, being a larger variety, was more 
backward and the rain came in time to make a heavy crop. I shall keep that 

Marcus did not recover from the illness mentioned bw) a died Raeney 3 27, 
1876, Y. P. L. has four letters relating to ~ oe os east 


pted con’ 
his business er, J. M. Glassburn, july 20. i875, and a 21, 
1875; and two from Marcus to his wife, Kezia. hay 26, 6. 1875, and ‘August 1, 1875. 
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seed of Lige’s, for I believe it will hit oftener than it will miss, and some time it 
may make me a crop when the other would not make anything. 

Cattle are plenty and good. Steers can be bought for 3% to 3% cts per lb. 
There will be quite a good many fed here. They are paying 25 cts. for com, 
and it will probably be down to 20 cts., perhaps less, Hogs are very scarce, 
worth from 6 to 8 cts. I heard one man offer 9 cts for a choice lot the other 
day. Those who are lucky enough to have a few will do well. The grass- 
hoppers eating up the corn last year made sad havoc with the hog crop, as they 
did not winter so well on prairie hay as cattle did. I managed to [bring?] 
through 17. Will have about 15 to dispose of. I have not got any cattle to 
feed, but think I shall buy a few [word illegible] and feed from Feb. [word 
illegible] and let them go on the grass. 

My wife came pretty near going to Alton on a visit a short time ago, just 
as near that she did not go. The R R companies out this way got into a war 
with each other, and for a few days the Rock Island Co. sold tickets to Chicago 
and back for $10.00. Kit scrabbled around to get ready, and just as she was 
about to start they raised the fare to the old figures and she went back on it. 
Gosh she was mad. I tried to hurry her up a little, told her that kind of fare 
could not last always, but no, she wasn’t going in her old rags and take naked 
young ones like I did. And the result was she is here yet, but I must close this 
and look to my wife, for she is forever looking to see what I write.and she 
don’t like to hear about it. 

Yours 
P. BryaNT 


Following the correspondence with Marcus, concluded above, 
there is in the present collection only one letter. This was written 
by Peter in the year 1906, to Marcus’ daughter Grace M. Bryant, 
who continued to live in the Princeton home until her death in 1950. 

It is obvious that between 1875 and 1906 Peter and his family 
prospered upon the land and that he achieved some eminence as a 
citizen of Jackson county. The letter below reveals that he had 
become a police judge and was prominent enough to be chosen 
as speaker for the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the found- 
ing of Holton. The fact that on this occasion Peter read a poem 
of his own composition reminds us again of his flair for writing,'"® 
which had showed itself when he was a schoolboy in Princeton 
writing verses of longing for “The Far Off West.” 


115. According to John E. Chandler, publisher of the Holton Recorder, Peter is still 
remembered in Holton “as having some of the poetic proclivities of his famous uncle.”— 
Letter to the editors of this collection, September 138, 1957. 
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LETTERS OF PETER BRYANT 


OFFICERS COUNCILMEN 
First Warp 
W. D. Kugn, Mayor M. L. VARNER F. S. Scorr 
E. E. Rarrer, Pres. of Council SEconpD WaRD 
S. H. Newey, Sr., City Clerk CC. F. Hurrer W. E. Brown 
PeTeR Bryant, Police Judge Tarp Warp 
J. A. Roxes, City Attorney R. F. GLENN E. E. RAFTER 


CITY OF HOLTON *° 


Hoxton, Kansas, Sept. 13, 1906 
My Dear GRACE 

I received your letter, the big envelope, several days ago, and from the 
bulk of the enclosure I felt sure that I had at last found what I was looking 
for.117 Imagine then, my disappointment on finding only a lot of old school 
compositions 118 that I supposed had gone to the flames years ago. Then I 
waited patiently for your next, but in the meantime fagged my brains and shook 
my rattlebox for words to fill the vacuum that Cullen had forgotten. Then yes- 
terday moming your letter came, and when [| read that you “had done your 
level best and failed” I felt as if the matter were all right anyhow, and the 
public would never know the difference, but when I came to where you wrote 
of a poem that you thought written by your father, just thought I would look at 
it, for I did not remember of my brother Marcus ever writing a jingle in his 
life, and when I unfolded the old time-stained sheet, will you believe I found 
the very thing I was looking for. 

Grace, you builded better than you knew, and I can not thank you too much 
for what you have done. However, your letter did not come until within half 
an hour of the time I was to make my talk, so I could not use it, but read the 
piece as I had it fixed up, but it was nowhere near as good as the original. 

There was a large crowd out, it was estimated at 5000 people, and to do 
the best I could, I do not suppose my voice reached half way round, but ’tis all 
said and done now, and the audience cheered, and clapped their hands 
vociferously, so I guess they liked it. I do not know whether they will publish 
my part in the proceedings or not, but if it is done I will send you a copy. 

Men [?] Willin was here last spring. He said your mother was in Dixon 
caring for your grandmother, who was very feeble. Since then we have heard 
nothing. Is she still there? 


116. At the left of the list of officers and councilmen, the letterhead bears an engraving 
of the Holton town hall. 


117. The literary composition referred to here may have been “The Old Oak’s Story,” 
a narrative poem of over 350 lines concerned with the history and legendary lore of Holton 
oad ackson county. It was read by Peter at the third reunion of the Bryant family, July 

879, in Princeton, and was printed by the Signal Job Printing Co., of Holton, in 
a same year. Besides “The Old Oak's Story,” there are two other published | works by 
Peter that are known to the present editors: a speech, “The Second Transplanting,” delivered 
at the Bryant family reunion in 1895, and “Reunion Song,” written for the reunion of 1898. 
Both are in The Bryant Record (Princeton, Tll., 1898). 

118. Certain school compositions written by, Peter at Miss Smith’s school are preserved 
in N.Y.P.L. They include: “The Far Off West” (verse and prose), dated December 
2, 1850; “The Effects of the Emancipation of Slavery in the British West Indies,” undated; 
an untitled composition on emanci ation in the West Indies, undated; “Pleasures of Hunt- 
ing,” dated January 2, 1851 ; iosts and Witches,” undated; “High Times,” undated; 

“The Prairies,” undated; “Lager Beer,” undated; an untitled composition about playing with 
gunpowder, undated. 
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Your friends here are all well. Marcus and John are hard at work on their 
farms and have abundant crops. Emma’s husband is traveling in Iowa in the 
interest of the International School of Correspondence of Chicago, seems to be 
doing well.119 Remember me to your mother and all inquiring friends. And 
if you feel as if you would like to hear from me once in a while just write to me, 
though I hardly suppose I will be able to put you out so big a job next time. 
Thanking you again I am 

Yours affectionately 
Peter BRYANT 


119. See Footnote on Peter’s children, letter of September 20, 1863. 

















And 
me, 
me, 





Kansas Before 1854: A Revised Annals 
Compiled by Louise Barry 
Part Four, 1819-1825 
1819 


€ The treaty negotiated between Spain and the United States on 
February 22 defined the western limits of the nation. (Also, the 
United States gave up claim to what is now Texas, while Spain 
ceded Florida, and her right to the Oregon country.) The agreed- 
upon boundary ran up the Sabine river to the 94th meridian; north 
on its line to the Red river; westwardly upstream to the 100th merid- 
ian, north on its line to the Arkansas; up that river west to the 
Rocky mountains and the 106th meridian; then north to the 42d 
parallel; and west on its line to the Pacific ocean. 

[U. S. Surveyor Joseph C. Brown, while marking the Santa Fe road in 
the summer of 1825, made the first calculation of the 100th meridian’s posi- 
tion, but his measurements were inexact because the longitude assigned to 
Fort Osage—the beginning point of his task—was incorrect. (Brown was, 
apparently, about 10 miles west of “the Caches”—famed Santa Fe trail land- 
mark, see 1822-1823—when, by his reckoning, he reached the 100th meridian. 
“The Caches” were about five miles west of present Dodge City; and Dodge 
City is on the 100th meridian. Brown, then, calculated the 100th degree of 
longitude to be about 15 miles west of its actual location.) Army engineers 
later corrected all points on Brown’s survey from Fort Osage to about the 
102d meridian, by the “addition of 23 minutes of longitude.”] 

Ref: Kansas State Historical Society’s Eighteenth Biennial Report (Topeka, 1913), 
p. 121 (for Brown’s field notes); 38d Cong., 2d Sess., Sen. Ex. Doc. No. 78, v. 11 (Serial 
768), p. 101 (Lt. G. EK. Warren’s statement); Kate L. Gregg, ed., The Road to Santa 
at : . + (Albuquerque, cl1952), pp. 78, 79 (for G. C. Sibley’s comment on Brown’s 
@ On March 2 the act creating the Territory of Arkansas was 
signed by President Monroe. (Arkansas Post was the seat of gov- 
ernment in 1819-1820, but in 1821 newly-founded Little Rock be- 
came the capital. By 1820 the population, exclusive of Indians, 
was over 14,000.) 

Ref: D. T. Herndon’s The Highlights of Arkansas History (cl1922), pp. 27, 28, 30, 39. 
€ A Journal of Travels into the Arkansas Territory during the Year 
1819, by Thomas Nuttall, published at Philadelphia in 1821, was 
one of the early-printed works of a traveler in the Arkansas-Okla- 
homa region. 

Early in 1819 Nuttall, a botanist and ornithologist, ascended the Arkansas 


Lovuisz Barry is a member of the staff of the Kansas State Historica] Society. 
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river to Fort Smith (Ark.). From that post he journeyed overland to the 
Kiamichi-Red river country (in southeastern Oklahoma of today), and back, 
between May 16 and June 21. In July he continued up the Arkansas to the 
trading houses of “Mr. [Joseph] Bougie and Mr. Prior [Nathaniel Pryor]” near 
the mouth of the Verdigris. There he met and talked with Osage Indians, and 
made excursions in present east-central Oklahoma—including a canoe trip 
up the Grand river to the Osage salt works; and a hazardous overland trip 
(impeded by a malaria-type illness) to, and back from, the Cimarron river 
between August 11 and September 15. After recuperating at Fort Smith till 
mid-October, he went down-river to New Orleans. 


Ref: Nuttall’s Journal (as noted above); also published as Volume 13 in R. G. Thwaites, 
ed., Early Western Travels (Cleveland, 1904-1906). Nuttall had ascended the Missouri 
river with Wilson P. Hunt eight years earlier. See 1811. Under 1834 his journey with 
N. J. Wyeth’s second expedition will be noted. 


@ The Independence, first steamboat to ascend the Missouri, ar- 
rived at Franklin (about 200 miles above St. Louis) on May 28, after 
seven “sailing days,” but 13 en route; and continued 30 miles higher, 
to Chariton (Mo.) before turning back. The event was celebrated 
by citizens of the river settlements and at Franklin cannon salutes 
were fired. On June 5 the Missouri's pioneer steamboat returned 
to St. Louis, without mishap, after a 21-day absence. 


Ref: St. Louis (Mo.) Enquirer, May 19 and June 9, 1819; Missouri Gazette, St. Louis, 
June 9, 1819; Kansas Historical Collections (KHC), v. 9, p. 277. 


@ On June 9 the Western Engineer (a 75-foot, light-draught, stern- 
wheel steamboat, designed for use on the Missouri) arrived at St. 
Louis after a 35-day journey from Pittsburgh, Pa. On board were 
Maj. Stephen H. Long and the scientific members of the “Yellow- 
stone expedition.” 

The Western Engineer started up the Missouri on June 22; took 
aboard Indian Agent Benjamin O'Fallon and his interpreter, John 
Dougherty, at St. Charles on the 27th; reached Franklin on July 13 
(where Thomas Say and other scientists left the boat to travel by 
land to Fort Osage); continued upstream past Chariton (beyond 
which no steamboat had been); and arrived August 1 at Fort Osage, 
without serious difficulties or delays. 

At the fort were Col. Talbot Chambers and 260 U. S. riflemen 
(recently arrived in five keelboats) awaiting supplies before con- 
tinuing upstream; and Say’s overland party (which had been there 
a week). 


Ref: Thwaites, op. cit., v. 14, pp. 10-12; Nebraska Historical Society Publications, Lin- 
coln, v. 20, pp. 18-28. Chambers and the riflemen had left St. Louis on June 14—See 
North Dakota Historical Quarterly, Bismarck, v. 5, p. 226. 
€ About July 1 (lacking provisions, and with game scarce in the 
Cantonment Martin area) Lt. Col. Willoughby Morgan sent Captain 
Martin’s riflemen upriver and Captain Magee’s company down- 
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stream, to hunt and subsist as best they could off the land. Captain 
Riley's troops and “the music” remained at Cow Island. On Inde- 
pendence Day Morgan wrote Gen. T. A. Smith: 

I salute you on the 4th of July. Our colours are flying; and [Capt. Bennet] 
Riley is preparing something to eat— We shall have a pig with savory tarts 
to grace the table. 


On the 27th Morgan reported that his command was strung out 
for nearly 100 miles along the Missouri, with Capt. Wyly Martin’s 
company 60 to 70 miles upstream, where Martin “is in just such a 
paradise as he wants. . . . He kills sometimes twenty deer a 
day besides bear. Besides he floats in honey.” 

Ref: Kansas Historical Quarterly (KHQ), v. 8, p. 118; “Napton Collection” (in Society's 
manuscript division ). 

@ A “Yellowstone expedition” flotilla (three steamboats and several 
keelboats) carrying the Sixth U. S. infantry and supplies, left the 
St. Louis area early in July to go up the Missouri. 

The steam craft experienced various difficulties and breakdowns. Below 
the Osage junction the Thomas Jefferson foundered (and became the first 
steamboat wreck on the Missouri); the R. M. Johnson (plagued with engine 
trouble) got no higher than a little below the mouth of the Kansas by mid- 
September; and had to remain over-winter. (See, 1819-1820 entry.) Only 
the Expedition managed to carry supplies as far as Cantonment Martin; 
and she was more than 50 days en route. The Sixth infantry made most of 
the journey in keelboats, which were sent on in advance of the wayward 
steamboats. 

Ref: “Napton Collection,” loc. cit.; KHC, v. 9, pp. 277, 278, 302, 309, 311; St. Louis 
(Mo.) Enquirer, July 21-October 30, 1819, issues; Nebraska Historical Society Publications, 
v. 20, pp. 23-30; Jacob H. Holt’s “Narrative” (1874), as quoted in the Kansas City (Mo.) 
Times, October 27, 1959 (or, see “Kansas City, Missouri, History Clippings,” v. 5, pp. 82-84, 
in KHi); North Dakota Historical Quarterly, v. 5, pp. 224-226. 
€ On August 6 a company of 13 persons left Fort Osage for an over- 
land journey. As stated in the account of Maj. Stephen H. Long's 
expedition: 

. . to extend our examination between Fort Osage and the Konzas river, 
che between that river and the Platte, a party was detached from the steam- 
boat [Western Engineer], with instructions to cross the Konzas at the Konza 
village; thence to traverse the country by the nearest route to the Platte, and 
to descend that river to the Missouri. The party consisted of Mr. [Thomas] 
Say [a zoologist], to whom the command was intrusted; Messrs. [Augustus E.] 
Jessup [a geologist], [Titian R.] Peale [a naturalist] and [Samuel] Seymour 
[landscape artist], Cadet [William H.] Swift, J[ohn] Dougherty [interpreter 
and guide], and five soldiers. They were furnished with three pack-horses, 
and a supply of provisions for ten days. . . . they [were] accompanied by 
Maj. [Thomas] Biddle and his servant. ; 


Say and his companions crossed Johnson, Douglas, and Shawnee 
counties of today, and were, perhaps, near present Lecompton on 
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August 13 when they came down from higher land to make their 
first camp on the Kansas river (south side). Two days earlier they 
had reached “some elevated ridges” from which they could “trace 
the whole course” of what they took to be Wahrengeho, or Full creek 
[the Mill creek of today], but which was, instead, the Warreruza 
[Wakarusa]. 

They had already coped with blowflies, rattlesnakes, high and 
coarse prairie grasses (which slowed their progress; wore out their 
clothing and moccasins), “excessive” heat, exposure, and fatigue. 
Dysentery and shortage of food were other problems as they traveled 
up the river valley. After searching on both sides of the Kansas 
they eventually located a trail leading up the north side. On the 
19th they came to the Vermillion [in present Pottawatomie county], 
where, no other game being available, they “dined on the flesh of 
a black wolf.” 

Next day, they approached the 120-lodge Kansa village [two 
miles east of present Manhattan]. The chiefs and warriors “came 
rushing out on horseback, painted and decorated, and followed by 
great numbers on foot.” After being escorted to a lodge, Say and 
his companions took part in a pipe-smoking ceremony and a talk; 
then feasted (on jerked buffalo meat and boiled corn) as guests of 
Ka-he-ga-wa-ta-ning-ga (Fool, or Little Chief), and other leaders. 
(Some 150 Kansa men afterwards left for Isle au Vache to council 
with Agent O'Fallon.) 

During the four-day visit in the town, Thomas Say collected valu- 
able data about the Kansa—their way of life, dress, customs, beliefs, 
etc. Leaving on the afternoon of August 24, the Say party traveled 
seven miles up the “Blue Earth” [Big Blue] river and camped be- 
side a stream [MclIntyre? creek] in present Pottawatomie county. 
A short time later about 140 mounted Pawnee Republic Indians 
descended on them, drove off the pack-horses, plundered their bag- 
gage and provisions, then departed leaving the white men humili- 
ated but unharmed. 

In the morning they retraced their way to the Kansa village. 
That evening the hospital Indians performed a “dog dance” to enter- 
tain them—a scene that artist Samuel Seymour portrayed in a sketch 
(which, as an illustration in the atlas volume [dated 1822} ac- 
companying Edwin James’ account of Long’s expedition published 
in 1823, was, apparently, the first ever printed relating to what is 
now Kansas). 

Abandoning the journey to the Platte, Say and his companions, 
on August 26, set out northeastwardly for Isle au Vache. They had 
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the aid and guidance of “Mr. Gunville” [Gonville], a French trader 
living with the Kansa. Arriving at Cantonment Martin, on August 
99, they learned that the Western Engineer had left several days 
earlier. All the party (except Say and Jessup who were ill), con- 
tinued northward overland to the mouth of Wolf river [in present 
Doniphan county], where, on September 1, they caught up with 
the steamboat. 


Ref: Thwaites, op. cit., v. 14, pp. 181-211; KHC, v. 1-2, pp. 280-297. Samuel Sey- 
mour’s sketch of the Kansa “dog dance” has been reproduced as the frontispiece in KHC, 
y. 1-2, and in KHQ, v. 15, facing p. 386 (cover of November, 1947, issue). The trader was 
probably Louis Gonville, though his brother Baptiste also lived among the Indians. See 
87th Cong., 2d Sess., Sen. Ex. Doc. No. 58 (Serial 1122). An account (by Major Biddle?) 
of this journey appeared in the Analectic Magazine, Philadelphia, 1820, pp. 303-318. 


@ Between August 10 and 18 the Western Engineer steamed up 
the Missouri from Fort Osage to Cantonment Martin; with a brief 
excursion of about a mile up the Kansas river (and an overnight stay 
opposite its mouth) on August 12. This first steamboat on the upper 
Missouri, and on the Kansas, was an extraordinary-looking craft— 
calculated to impress the Indians. As one observer described her: 

The bow of this vessel exhibits the form of a hugh serpent, black and scaly, 
rising out of the water from under the boat, his head as high as the deck, 
darted forward, his mouth open, vomiting smoke, and apparently carrying 
the boat on his back. From under the boat, at its stern, issues a stream of 
foaming water, dashing violently along. All the machinery is hid. ‘ 
to the eye of ignorance, the illusion is complete, that a monster of the deep 
carries her on his back, smoking with fatigue, and lashing the waves with 
violent exertion. 

‘ Objects pleasing and terrifying are at once before . . . [the 
savage]:—artillery [three small brass field pieces, mounted on wheel carriages 
on the deck]; the flag of the republic; portraits of a white man and an Indian 
shaking hands; the calumet of peace; a sword [these last three were on a banner 
prepared by artist Samuel Seymour]; then the apparent monster with a painted 
vessel on his back, the sides gaping with port-holes, and bristling with 
C8. « « 

Ref: Thwaites, op. cit., v. 14, pp. 12, 172-175, KHC, v. 1-2, pp 282, 283; St. Louis 
(Mo.) Enquirer, June 19, 1819, or Niles’ Weekly Register, Philadelphia, v. 16 (July 24, 
1819), p. 368 (for quote); North Dakota Historical Quarterly, v. 5, p. 228. 

@ Near Cantonment Martin, on August 24, at a ceremonial meeting 
(preceded by the firing of a few rockets and shells from aboard the 
Western Engineer), about 150 Kansa chiefs and head men (and 11 
Osage warriors) counciled with Indian Agent Benjamin O'Fallon, in 
the presence of military officers and a few civilians. 

Runners had been sent to the Kansa to summon them for a council on Isle 
au Vache after O’Fallon learned, while at Fort Osage, that the “impudent 
Kanzas” had “repeatedly plundered and insulted our traders and finally our 
Troops. 


The “most distinguished” Indians who made the 90-mile journey 
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from the big Blue-Kansas junction were: Na-he-da-ba (Long 
Neck), one of the principal chiefs; Ka-he-ga-wa-ta-ning-ga (Little 
Chief), second in rank; Shon-ga-ne-ga (formerly principal chief); 
Wa-ha-che-ra (Big Knife), a leader of war parties; and Wom-pa- 
wa-ra (White Plume), a man “rising rapidly in importance.” 

Of the council, Agent O’Fallon commented: 

A proper and I doubt not, a lasting understanding was effected—They made 
the fairest promises—I believe they are about to Change—This nation is at 
war with most of their neighbouring Tribes of red Skins, which has produced 
much distress upon them, within the last two or three years—They beged me to 
aid them is giving peace to their Nation. 

Many of the Kansa, still at Isle au Vache the day following the 
meeting, watched the departure of the Western Engineer upriver. 
They “manifested some surprise at witnessing the operations of the 
steamboat.” 

Ref: Thwaites, op. cit, v. 14, pp. 176-178; KHC, v. 1-2, pp. 288, 284; Territorial 

Papers of the U. S., v. 15, p. 562 (for O’Fallon quote). 
@ The Expedition (second steamboat on the Missouri's upper 
waters) arrived at Cantonment Martin on August 27 or 28; fol- 
lowed by troop-and-supply-loaded keelboats under command of 
Col. Talbot Chambers; and soon after by Col. Henry Atkinson, head 
of the Sixth U. S. infantry. 

Cantonment Martin was virtually abandoned early in September 
when the Sixth infantry and rifle troops started upriver on the 5th 
and 6th in keelboats. A trader who stopped at Isle au Vache on the 
14th reported only a subaltern and 30 men remained—awaiting the 
arrival of a boat to take the last of the Expedition’s cargo. (The 
steamboat, empty, remained at Cow Island till the ice in the Missouri 
broke up in the spring of 1820. ) 


Ref: St. Louis (Mo.) Enquirer, September 29, October 30, and November 27, 1819; 
Nebraska Historical Society Publications, v. 20, pp. 28, 29; “Napton Collection,” loc. cit.; 
Jacob H. Holt’s “Narrative,” in the Kansas City, (Mo.) Times, October 27, 1949 (or, see 
“Kansas City, Missouri History Clippings,” v. 5, pp. 82-84, in KHi); North Dakota Historical 
Quarterly, v. 5, p. 232. 


€ On September 17 the Western Engineer was anchored for the 
winter a little above the Missouri Fur Company post Fort Lisa 
[on the Missouri’s right bank a few miles above present Omaha, 
Neb. ]. 

(She had left Cantonment Martin on August 25 with Major Long’s party 
aboard, escorted by the keelboat General Smith carrying Lt. Gabriel Field and 
15 men. Camp on the 25th was at the mouth of Independence creek [Atchison 
county]. On September 1, at the mouth of Wolf river [in present Doniphan 


county], members of Say’s overland party caught up with, and reboarded the 
steamboat. ) 
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From mid-September, 1819, to June, 1820, “Engineer Canton- 
ment” (some cabins on the Missouri’s right bank—in the south- 
east corner of present Washington county, Neb.) was headquarters 
for most of the Western Engineer's passengers. Major Long, how- 
ever, returned East for the winter. 

Ref: Thwaites, op. cit., v. 14, pp. 221, 229, 230, 248; KHC, v. 1-2, p. 284. 


€ About September 18 a Kansa peace delegation—Chief He-roch- 
che (the Real War Eagle), and five warriors—escorted by John 
Dougherty (acting for Agent O’Fallon), made a hurried journey 
from “Engineer Cantonment” ( Neb.) to the Platte river village of the 
Otoes, Missouris, and Iowas. (The six Kansa had arrived in the 
Fort Lisa area a day in advance of the Western Engineer, eager to 
achieve a peace with their enemies, but apprehensive of being 
killed before reaching their destination.) On the 19th(?) the 
Indians counciled, smoked the peace pipe, and ended a five-year 
war—the latest of many conflicts between these long-hostile tribes. 

Ref: Thwaites, op. cit., v. 15, pp. 99-106. 
€ On October 4 at “Engineer Cantonment” Agent Benjamin O’Fal- 
lon held a council with about 100 Otoes, 70 Missouris, and 50 to 60 
Iowas. On the 10th, at the same place, he counciled with some 70 
Pawnees of the Grand, Loup, and Republican bands. (The last- 
named restored much of the property taken from the Say party in 
August near the Kansa village. ) 

Ref: Ibid., v. 14, pp. 236-239, 244-247, v. 15, pp. 99-106. 


Early in October, some distance above the place called by 
Lewis and Clark “the Council Bluffs” [in present Washington co., 
Neb.] “Camp Missouri” was established by Col. Henry Atkinson 
and his troops (the Sixth infantry, and U. S. rifle corps—totaling 
over 1,100 men) who had arrived at the Bluffs in keelboats on Sep- 
tember 29. 

Atkinson (and Col. Talbot Chambers of the rifle regiment) started for St. 
Louis on November 3, leaving Lt. Col. Willoughby Morgan in command for 
the winter. After some of the barracks were completed in November, the 
post became officially Cantonment Missouri. [It was perhaps as much as eight 
miles above “Engineer Cantonment.”] 

Ref: Nebraska History, Lincoln, v. 37, pp. 121-133, 161, v. 38, pp. 229-236; “Napton 
Collection,” loc. cit.; St. Louis (Mo.) Enquirer, October 30, and November 27, 1819; North 
Dakota Historical Quarterly, v. 5, p. 228. 

@ These comments on activities of the “2000 warriors” of the Paw- 
nee bands were in a letter written at the Council Bluffs (Neb.) on 
October 9: 

The frontiers of New Mexico, separated by some days’ ride over 
open plains, presents them with constant objects of plunder. A month since 
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a war party returned from one of their excursions in that direction, bringing of 
about two hundred head of horses and mules, chiefly the latter. They had 
also killed three Spaniards. They have immense numbers of horses and mules, 
From four to six thousand may be seen at one view, covering the plains about 
their villages, all taken from the confines of Mexico. 

Ref: St. Louis (Mo.) Enquirer, October 80, 1819. 

@ In a report on the Missouri river fur trade, Maj. Thomas Biddle 
wrote, on October 29 from “Camp Missouri”: 

Seres [Gabriel S.] and Francis [G.] Chouteau trade with the Kanzas and 
Osage nations. They have a trading-house not far from the mouth of of the 
river Kanzas, and their capital is about $4,000. 

These Chouteau cousins had begun trading with the Kansa, 
Osages, and Pawnees at least three years earlier (see 1816). On 
November 5, 1818, George C. Sibley wrote from Fort Osage (to 
William Clark): “A drove of pack horses passed this way a few 
days ago, on their way up the Kansas River. From whence I am 
told they are to carry goods to trade with the little Osages, they 
were ownd (or Controlled) by Sara [Seres] Choteau I am In- 
formed.” Apparently, then, Seres and Francis Chouteau’s trading- 
house referred to above, was started a little later. Known as the 
“Four Houses” (“four log houses so arranged as to inclose a square 
court equal in size to the width of one of the houses”), it was the 
earliest trading house of record on the Kansas river; and (so far as 
known) the first 19th century fur depot in present Kansas. It was 
probably in use till about 1828. After the flood of 1826 destroyed 
the Chouteaus’ Randolph Bluffs post on the Missouri (see 1821- 
1822), it is said Francis Chouteau took his family to the “Four 
Houses.” 

There seems to be no contemporaneous “evidence” on the location 
of the “Four Houses.” Some writers have stated that the post was 
about twenty miles up the Kansas; that it was near, or on land 
within present Bonner Springs. A manuscript McCoy map of the 
1830’s (in KHi ms. division) contains the only tangible clue to the 
real(?) site. On it, at the mouth of the small stream—now Cedar 
creek—which enters the Kansas some two and a half miles east of 
present De Soto, Johnson county, is written “4 Houses.” By land 
this is about 20 miles from the mouth of the Kansas, and on the 
south side of the river. 


Ref: American State Papers: Indian Affairs, v. 2, p. 202 (for Biddle); W. H. Miller’s 
The History of Kansas City (1881), pp. 9, 10 (“Four Houses” description on p. 9); KHC, 
v. 8, p. 425, v. 9, p. 574; Superintendency of Indian Affairs, St. Louis, records in KHi, 
v. 2, p. 186 (for Sibley letter quotation); G. W. Harrington’s Historic Spots . . of 
Wyandotte County (1935), pp. 11, 12 (sums up material from various histories on . he 
Bonner Springs “site”). See, under 1744, for an 18th century (French) fur post. 
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1819-1820 


@ Aboard the R. M. Johnson (anchored a little below the mouth 
of the Kansas with a broken piston head), a small crew remained 
throughout the winter. Jacob H. Holt (17-year-old cabin boy) 
later recalled they suffered severely for bread and salt, “living en- 
tirely on venison, turkey and honey, and a little corn 
pounded in a mortar . . .” cooked as best they could. 

Before Christmas, 1819, the Missouri was frozen over; and the 
break up of the ice did not begin till near the end of March, 1820. 
On March 1 snow stood “two feet deep in the timbered botton below 
the mouth of the Kansas river.” Earlier, visiting Indians (bound for 
Fort Osage with furs) had reported snow “very deep up the Kansas.” 

Early in April, the repaired Johnson, and the Expedition (from 
Cow Island), descended the Missouri. 


Ref: Jacob H. Holt’s “Narrative,” as quoted in the Kansas City (Mo.) Times, October 
27, 1949 (or, see “Kansas City, Missouri History Clippings,” v. 5, pp. 82-84, in KHi); 
North Dakota Historical Quarterly, v. 5, p. 232. 


1820 


€ Indian Agent Benjamin O'Fallon, accompanied by John Dough- 
erty, Thomas Say, Capt. Bennet Riley, three other officers, and a 
detachment of U. S. riflemen, left the Council Bluffs on April 20 
for a trip to the Pawnee villages on the Loup Fork (and returned 
to “Engineer Cantonment” on May 6). 

The Grand Pawnee chief, Long Hair, was at first uncivil, but 
“meeting a decisive tone” changed his conduct and gave O’Fallon’s 
party a hospitable reception. The Pawnee Loups treated them 
“with all honor and distinction imaginable.” Also very friendly 
were the Republican Pawnees who expressed “the greatest contri- 
tion” for robbing Say’s expedition the previous autumn. It was re- 
ported that the Pawnees: 

‘ lately had an engagement on the confines of Mexico with the Tetans 
[Ietans—Comanches] and Spaniards, and lost ninety-three warriors, killed or 
wounded. 

Ref: Thwaites, op. cit., v. 15, pp. 140-165; St. Louis (Mo.) Enquirer, July 5, 1820. 
€ In June the “beautiful steamboat” Western Engineer, with Lt. 
James D. Graham in charge, descended the Missouri from “Engineer 
Cantonment,” arriving at St. Louis (in four days running time) 
just over a year from the time she began her upriver journey. 

Ref: Thwaites, op. cit., v. 15, p. 190; The Missourian, St. Charles, Mo., June 24, 1820; 
North Dakota Historical Quarterly, v. 5, p. 232. 


€ Maj. Stephen H. Long’s expedition (20 mounted men, with pack 


383—261 








506 Kansas HIsToRICAL QUARTERLY 


animals) left “Engineer Cantonment” on June 6, headed toward the 
Rocky mountains. 

Long had returned to the Council Bluffs on May 28, accompanied overland 
from St. Louis by Capt. John R. Bell and Dr. Edwin James (botanist, geologist, 
and surgeon) who were to join his expedition—which, under amended orders, 
was to explore up the Platte to its source and return East by way of the Arkansas 
and Red rivers. 

In mid-June at the Pawnee villages on the Loup Fork, two French- 
men (an interpreter-guide, and a hunter) were added to the party. 
There were 22 men, 34 horses and mules, and two dogs in the ex- 
pedition as it continued up the Platte, and then up the south fork 
to the mountains. 

Long and his men first saw the Rockies on June 30. By July 5 
they were on the site of present Denver, Colo. On July 13, Dr. Ed- 
win James, Zachariah Wilson, and Pvt. Joseph Verplank began the 
ascent of Pike’s Peak (called “James’s Peak” by Long), reaching 
the summit on the afternoon of the 14th—the first white men known 
to accomplish the feat. Moving southwest Long’s expedition came 
to the Arkansas; ascended it as far as the Royal Gorge; then started 
downstream on July 19. Arriving on the 2Ist at a good ford of the 
river [present Rocky Ford?, Colo.], Long divided his force, sending 
Captain Bell with 11 men on down the Arkansas (see fourth entry 
following ). 

Long, with nine men, crossed the Arkansas and traveled almost 
due south to the Canadian. Mistaking it for the Red river, his party 
descended to the junction with the Arkansas [in present east-central 
Oklahoma] before discovering the error; then continued down the 
latter river to Fort Smith, arriving on September 13, a few days 
after Bell’s detachment. 

An Account of an Expedition from Pittsburgh to the Rocky Mountains, 
compiled by Edwin James from the notes of Long, Say, and others in the party 
was published at Philadelphia in 1823. Neither Maj. Stephen H. Long or 
Dr. Edwin James crossed what is now Kansas, but their disparaging words 
affected pre-Kansas history by fostering the theory that most of the vast region 
between the Missouri and the Rockies was, as Long’s map labeled it, a “Great 
American Desert.” 

Major Long’s summary opinion of the trans-Missouri country was: 

. . that it is almost wholly unfit for cultivation, and of course unin- 
habitable by a people depending upon agriculture for their subsistence. Al- 
though tracts of fertile land considerably extensive are occasionally to be met 
with, yet the scarcity of wood and water, almost uniformly prevalent, will 
prove an insuperable obstacle in the way of settling the country. . . . This 
region, however, . . . may prove of infinite importance to the United 
States, inasmuch as it is calculated to serve as a barrier to prevent too great an 
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extension of our population westward, and secure us against the machinations 
or incursions of an enemy. . . 
Edwin James made even harsher comutent: 

“We have little apprehension of giving too unfavourable an account of 
this portion of the country. Though the soil is in some places fertile, the want 
of timber, of navigable streams, and of water for the necessities of life, render 
it an unfit residence for any but a nomad population. The traveller who shall 
at any time have traversed its desolate sands, will, we think, join us in the 
wish that this region may forever remain the unmolested haunt of the native 
hunter, the bison, and the jackall.” 


Ref.: Thwaites, op cit., v. 14, pp. 13-15, 20, 147, 148, v. 15, pp. 188-315, v. 16, 
pp. 11-63, v. 17, pp. 147-149, 257, 258; H. M. Fuller and L. R. Hafen, eds., The Journal 
of Captain John R. Bell (Glendale, Calif., 1957), pp. 31-183. 


€ Around mid-June the Missouri rose “much higher than it was 
ever known before.” Low-lying Cantonment Missouri was inun- 
dated. Col. Henry Atkinson, who had returned to the Council 
Bluffs on June 14 to reassume command, wrote on the 19th: 

. . «We have pitched our Camp on the Bluff, and are engaged in bring- 
ing up the materials of the Cantonment to rebuild. 

On the new site [about a mile southeast of present Fort Calhoun, 
Neb., and 16 miles above Omaha] more permanent quarters were 
built; and on October 15 the post was officially designated Canton- 
ment Council Bluffs. In January, 1821, the name was changed to 
Fort Atkinsor 

(Fort Atkinson was abandoned in June, 1827, following the establishment of 
Cantonment Leavenworth. ) 


Ref: “‘Napton Collection,” loc. cit.; Nebraska History, Lincoln, v. 37, pp. 1382, 161, 162, 
v. 38, pp. 229-236, v. 40, pp. 39, 40; Territorial Papers of the U. S., v. 15, p. 688. 


€ About May 19(?) Captain Craig headed the Expedition up the 
Missouri on a supply-carrying mission to the Fort Atkinson troops. 
The steamboat arrived at Fort Osage on June 10; presumably passed 
Cow Island (the high point of her 1819 trip) in the latter part of 
June; and reached the Council Bluffs on July 23. It was reported 
in August: “On account of the lowness of the water, and the loss of 
two anchors, it was not thought advisable for her to return [down- 
stream] the present season.” 

The Expedition was the second steamboat to navigate the Missouri 
above Isle au Vache (Cow Island). 

Ref: Missouri Intelligencer, Franklin, Mo., May 27, June 24, August 5, 1820. 
€ Dwight Mission for the Western Cherokees was founded in July 
by Presbyterian missionaries (sponsored by the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions), near the mouth of Illinois 
creek [in present Pope county, Ark.]. (The missionary families 
arrived in May, 1821; and Dwight Mission was active thereafter at 
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that location till the removal of the Western Cherokees to the 
country west of the Territory of Arkansas in 1829.) 


Ref: Jedidiah Morse’s . . . Report . . . om Indian Affairs . . . (1822), 
p. 214; Herndon, op. cit., pp. 36, 37; Grant Foreman’s Indians and Pioneers . . . 
(New Haven, 1930), pp. 92-94; History of American Missions . . . (Worcester, 
Spooner & Howland, 1840), pp. 87, 88, 102, 110, 182, 194, 195. 


€ In Capt. John R. Bell's mounted party (detached from Mjj. 
S. H. Long’s expedition on July 21 to proceed down the Arkansas 
river) were Thomas Say (zoologist), Lt. William H. Swift (topog- 
rapher), Samuel Seymour (landscape painter), interpreters Julien 
and Bijeau, hunter Ledoux, five soldiers, 14 horses, two mules, 
and two dogs. 

On July 30 this east-bound company crossed the present Colorado- 
Kansas line; and by August 4 had reached the vicinity of what is 
now Dodge City. The morning of August 8 they came to “Dumun’s 
creek” [now Big Coon creek], so called, wrote Bell: 

. from the circumstances of a gentleman of that name from St. Louis 
lie e., Jules de Mun], having on a time [between 1815-1817], lost a valuable 
horse there, that died. 


Also on the 8th they forded a stream which they named “Vulture 
creek” [Pawnee river of today]; and next day crossed present 


Walnut creek (which Bijeau mistakenly told them was the Little 
Arkansas). Wrote Thomas Say of their travels rounding the Great 
Bend of the Arkansas on that hot August 9th (noon temperature 
94° in the shade): 

The soil of the afternoon journey was a deep fine white sand, which ren- 
dered the travelling very laborious . . . and affected the sight, by the 
great glare of light which it so freely reflected. The chief produce of these 
tracts of unmixed sand is the sunflower, often the dense and almost exclusive 
occupant. 

[Say’s was, so far as known, the earliest published reference to the sunflower 
in what is now Kansas. He wrote the six chapters describing the trip of Bell’s 
party down the Arkansas, as published in 1823 in James’ Account of : 
[Long’s] Expedition. . . . Captain Bell’s journal entry for the same date 
also referred to the present Kansas state flower: “Almost the whole distance 
travelled during the forenoon has been over a dry loose sandy soil, covered 
with a luxurant growth of sun flowers, very disagreeable to travel thro’ and 
fatigueing to the horses.” But his journal (lost for many years) was not pub- 
lished till 1957.] 


Proceeding downriver (toward Cow creek) on August 12 they 
met a party (“30 men and 5 squaws”) of Ietans [Comanches] who 
had been attacked two nights earlier, while asleep, by a band of 
Otoes. (Three Comanches had been slain; they had six wounded; 
had lost 56 horses, as well as robes, moccasins, and other gear. ) 
Bell prudently moved his men onward as soon as possible. 
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Describing the country between Cow creek and the Little Arkan- 
sas, Captain Bell wrote on August 14: 

The timber on the river is [cottonwood] copse resembling much the lum- 
bardy poplars, along the banks the sand is blown by the wind, or washed up 
by the freshes, into ridges & knobs covered with sun flowers & high plants. 
Next day, arriving at the mouth of the Little Arkansas [where Wich- 
ita is today], he recorded in his journal: 

. « «+ We discovered an old [Osage] Indian Village, or may more likely 
be, an Indian hunting camp for the winter season, as many of the cabins, 
were enclosed & covered with bark, in and about them was growing water 
mellons, pumpkins & corn. 

In succeeding days various problems arose. Their supply of food 
ran low. They were “lost’—to the extent that on August 16 they 
mistook the Ninnescah [which joins the Arkansas more than 20 miles 
north of the present Kansas-Oklahoma line] for the Negracka [now 
the “Salt Fork” which enters the Arkansas some 40 miles south of 
the Kansas boundary]—but came to the latter stream on August 24. 
On the night of August 30 three of the five soldiers deserted, taking 
the three best horses, saddlebags containing clothes, the manu- 
scripts of Say and Swift, and other valuables. But on September 1 
Bell and his companions met friendly Osages of Clermont’s band; 
by the 5th they were at Hugh Glenn’s trading post (near the Verdi- 
gris-Arkansas junction); and on September 9 reached Fort Smith 
(four days in advance of Major Long’s party). 


Ref: Thwaites, op. cit., v. 14, pp. 16-18, v. 16, pp. 192-291; Fuller and Hafen, op. cit., 
pp. 182-276. 


@ “The Osages . . . are continually removing from one village 
to another, quarreling and intermarrying . . .,” wrote George 
C. Sibley in a report (from Fort Osage, October 1) which revealed 
the current situation, and some of the changes in that nation be- 
tween 1814 and 1820. 

In Missouri territory there remained but one Great Osage village 
(of about 1,200 population) 78 miles south of the fort, on the Little 
Osage [in present Vernon county, Mo.]. 

On the Neosho river 130 to 140 miles southwest of Fort Osage 
was the village of White Hair’s band (of about 400) which had 
separated amicably from the Great Osages in Missouri some six 
to eight years earlier [about 1815?]. Also on the Neosho, from 
120 to 140 miles southwest of Fort Osage, were three towns of Little 
Osages (including some 20 families of intermarried Missouris). 
They total about 1,000 persons. [These Neosho river towns were in 
Neosho and Labette counties of today.] 
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But the largest Osage group—Clermont’s band—equaling half 
of all the nation, lived on the Verdigris [near present Claremore, 
Okla.], and did not trade at Fort Osage. 

Ref: Morse, op. cit., pp. 203-208. 


@ The Kansa (as reported by G. C. Sibley on October 1) were 
oe “about three hundred miles up the Kansas river, in one village. 

.” He estimated their population at around 800. About the 
same time Agent Benjamin O'Fallon stated, more specifically, that 
the Kansa were “on the northwest side of the [Kansas] river at the 
mouth of the Grand Saline. . . .” [i.e@., some six miles east of 
present Salina]. He estimated their number at about 1,750 souls. 


For what reason the Kansa temporarily moved from their town near the 
Big Blue-Kansas junction has not been determined. One possible explanation: 
A flood on the Kansas, like that on the Missouri in the spring of 1820, may have 
inundated the low-lying Kansa town, and forced a move. They appeared 
securely established at the old village when visited by Say’s party in August, 
1819; and were evidently back at that location by the winter of 1821-1822 
when Becknell stopped with them briefly. It remained their principal abode 
till about 1830. 

Throughout the 1700’s the Kansa appeared in records as a nation of one 
village; and this was still true in the early 1800’s. About 1820, however, 
after respected Chief Shon-ga-ne-ga stepped down in favor of his less-influential 
son Ka-he-ga-wa-ta-ning-ga (the Fool Chief), the Kansa tended to divide into 
partisan groups, each headed by a prominent chief. Commenting on the 
Kansa in 1823, Prince Paul of Wuerttemberg (who had conversations with the 
American Chief in July of that year) wrote: 

“Like most of the American aborigines this tribe is divided into several 
bands. They join each other but rarely. Such unions occur when they go 
on the hunt, also when they gather in their great village. By this latter term 
one must not think of a very stable and constant habitat. They subordinate 
themselves under one single head only, when the greatest danger requires it. 
Among the whites Wa-kan-ze-re [the American Chief] is especially highly 
esteemed, because he was one of the first of his tribe who induced the Kan- 
a a sae accept a friendly attitude and enter into trade with the 
Europeans. . 

In the 1820's due were three known bands of Kansa: Fool Chief (with 
700 to 800 followers); Hard Chief (with 500 to 600 persons); American Chief 
(with about 100 people). Also, Chief White Plume apparently lived apart 
from the bands mentioned. 


Ref: Ibid., pp. 208, 287; South Dakota Historical Collections, Pierre, v. 19, p. $18 
(for quote); KHC, v. 1-2, p. 287. 


€@ Union Mission (sponsored by the United Foreign Missionary 
Society) for Clermont’s band of Osage Indians, had its beginning in 
mid-November when advance members of the missionary party 
reached the previously-selected site, on the west bank of the Grand 
(Neosho) river about 25 miles above its mouth [in present Mayes 
county, Okla.]. After the arrival of the rest of the missionaries 
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(from a temporary camp at Little Rock, Ark.) in mid-February, 
1821, Union Mission began to function. The principal village of 
Clermont’s band was about 28 miles to the west, on the Verdigris 
river [near present Claremore, Okla.]. (In January, 1833, the school 
at Union was discontinued; and in 1836 the mission was closed.) 


Ref: Morse, op. cit., pp. 217-220; G. J. Garraghan’s The Jesuits of the Middle United 
States, New York (1938), v. 1, p. 187; W. W. Graves’ The First Protestant Osage en 
. + (Oswego, cl1949), pp. 41-45, Chronicles of Oklahoma, Oklahoma City, 
=. 285-297; Foreman, op. cit., pp. 94-104; History of Indian Missions . . ., pp. ‘on 
171, 241, 340. 
1821 


€@ Richard Graham (Indian agent in Illinois territory) was in- 
formed, in April, of his transfer to the Osage Nation, where he would 
“take charge of the Osages, and of the Delawares & Kickapoos who 
have removed to their neighborhood,” and select an agency site in 
the Indian country. (The Osages had been without an agent since 
Pierre Chouteau’s release in 1818. However, Paul Ligueste Chou- 
teau, who lived among them, had continued to be their subagent. 
Neither Pierre Chouteau nor Graham maintained a residence among 
the Indians. They visited the Osages on occasion. ) 

Ref: Territorial Papers of the U. S., v. 15, pp. 384, 715-717. 
@ On the Marais des Cygnes river, about 78 miles south of Fort 
Osage [and near present Papinsville, Mo.], a branch of the Fort 
Osage government factory for the Osages was constructed between 
July and October. This short-lived official trading post (the U. S. 
factory system was abolished in 1822) was some eight direct miles 
northeast of the Great Osage village. 

Ref: Morse, op. cit., pp. 222, 223; Territorial Papers of the U. S., v. 15, pp. 627, 628; 
Graves, op. cit., p. 108. 
€@ Missouri's admission into the Union as a state was completed 
August 10 by proclamation of President Monroe. The population, 
as given in September, was 70,652. 

Ref: Historic Missouri . . . (Columbia, Mo., cl1959), pp. 12, 16. 


@ In August the Rev. Nathaniel B. Dodge and party of some 20 
missionaries (mostly Presbyterians ) under the auspices of the United 
Foreign Missionary Society, founded Harmony Mission for the 
Osage Indians on the Marais des Cygnes’ left bank, about a mile 
and a half northwest of present Papinsville, Mo. The site (distant 
some eight or nine direct miles from the Great Osage village) was 
granted by the Indians to the missionaries at a council held on Au- 
gust 13. (Harmony Mission continued in operation till 1836.) 


Ref: Morse, op. cit., pp. 222, 223; Garraghan’s The Jesuits of the Middle United States, 
v. 1, pp. 179, 180; The Missionary Herald, Boston, v. 18 (1822), pp. 30, 31, v. 19 (1823), 
p. 214; History of American Missions . . ., pp. 171, 229, 253, 265, 278, 340, $41; 
Graves, op. cit., pp. 87-175. 
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€ During August the Santa Fe-bound expedition (11 men) of 
St. Louis merchant John McKnight and trader Thomas James 
journeyed by keelboat up the Arkansas from Fort Smith ( Ark.) as 
far as present north-central Oklahoma. 

The McKnight-James party had left St. Louis May 10 to descend the Mis- 
sissippi to the Arkansas junction and ascend the latter stream. McKnight’s 
mission was to find his brother Robert—a Spanish prisoner since the ill-fated 
1812 expedition to New Mexico. James, who carried a Spanish passport, was 
on a trading venture, and had goods valued at $10,000 aboard the boat. 

Halted’ by low water some miles beyond the Cimarron’s mouth, 
McKnight, James, and two others went cross-country to Clermont's 
village of Osages (two days’ travel to the southeast) where James 
bought 23 horses. Returning to the Arkansas, they cached the 
heavier goods, loaded the pack animals and set out overland [from 
what is now Pawnee co., Okla.] for New Mexico. 

Their route, by way of the Cimarron and the Canadian, took them 
across present western Oklahoma, and the Texas Panhandle ( where 
they had a nearly-disastrous encounter with Comanches). On De- 
cember 1 the McKnight-James party entered Santa Fe and found the 
people friendly. (See, also, 1822.) 

Thomas James’ reminiscences (of his experiences from 1809 to 1824) were 
published at Waterloo, Ill., in 1846 in a work entitled Three Years Among the 
Indians and Mexicans. It was quickly withdrawn from circulation due to 
sharp criticism of the author’s ill-natured characterizations of men prominent 
in the fur and Indian trade; and has long been an extremely rare item of 
Americana. The reprint edition, noted below, is scarce. 


Ref: Thomas James’ Three Years Among the Indians and Mexicans, edited by W. B. 
Douglas (St. Louis, 1916). 


€ Led by William Becknell, five men with goods-laden pack 
animals left Franklin, Mo., September 1 on a trading trip to the 
Comanche country. They stopped at Fort Osage; made slow prog- 
ress for a time (due to illness among the party) as they headed 
for the Arkansas; reached it on the 24th [east of Walnut? creek]. 
Crossing the river, they followed up the south bank to the mountains, 
and on October 21 arrived at “the forks . . . and took the 
course of the left hand one” [Purgatoire? river]. Three weeks later, 
in New Mexico, they met some Spanish troops, and accompanied 
them, by way of San Miguel, to Santa Fe, where they were re- 
ceived “with apparent pleasure and joy.” (Becknell’s party arrived 
on November 16, two weeks ahead of the McKnight-James company. 
See preceding entry.) 

According to Becknell, he and “Mr. M’Laughlin” left San Miguel (about 
50 miles southeast of Santa Fe) on December 13 “on our return home, in com- 
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pany with two other men who had arrived there a few days before, by a 
different route.” After 17 days of travel [by way of the Cimarron desert] 
they came to the Arkansas [in present Ford? county]; then set a course “over 
the high land which separates the waters of [the Arkansas] and the Caw 
rivers.” They visited the Kansa [at their town near the Big Blue’s mouth]; 
found them hospitable and bought corn. In 48 days from the time they ieft 
San Miguel [i. e., by the end of January, 1822], Becknell and his companions 
were back in Franklin, Mo. Their mid-winter journey had proved less diffi- 
cult than anticipated. They brought back “specie, mules, asses & Spanish 


. . blankets.” 
Ref: William Becknell’s brief 1821-1822 journal as reprinted (from the Missouri In- 
telligencer, Franklin, Mo., April 22, 1823) in Missouri Historical Society Collections, St. 





Louis, v. 2, pp. 57-75; also, in Missouri Historical Review, Columbia, v. 4, pp. 71-81; G. C. 
Sibley letter (1825) in K. Gregg, op. cit., pp. 214, 215. 


€ The Glenn-Fowler company (20 mounted men with pack horses), 
on a trading-trapping expedition to the Rocky mountains, left Hugh 
Glenn’s trading house (near the Verdigris’ mouth, in present east- 
central Oklahoma) on September 25. 

Jacob Fowler (second in command), with his brother Robert and some 
others of the party, had reached Glenn’s place earlier in the month. Ken- 
tuckian Fowler (reportedly well educated) is credited as author of the journal 
“Memorandum of the voige by land from Fort Smith to the Rockey mountains” 
which recounted the party’s experiences on the outward journey, and the re- 
turn trip in 1822. The journal (labeled by historian H. M. Chittenden “the 
best example of poor spelling and punctuation in existence”), was edited by 
Elliott Coues, and published in 1898 (as noted below). 


Traveling northward to Clermont’s Osage village, the Glenn- 
Fowler party crossed the Verdigris and set a northwest course; then 
on October 4 turned west toward the Arkansas river. On October 9 
they crossed the “White River” [now Walnut river] in the vicinity 
of present Arkansas City; by the 13th they were at the mouth of the 
Little Arkansas [where Wichita is today]. On October 19 they 
rounded the Great Bend. Jacob Fowler’s journal entry for that day 
stated, in part: 

We set out at the ushal time and at 8 miles West We pased a point of 
Red Rocks about 600 yds from the [Arkansas] River and at Eleven miles 
Crosed the paney River [i. e., it was Walnut creek they forded on the 19th— 
they crossed “Pawnee fork” on the 20th] . . . this is the Second Streem 
We Have Crosed Since pasing the little arkensaw—We found a good ford 
and Steered South 50 [degrees] West Six miles to the Bank of the [Arkansas] 
River—the land leavel as fare as the Eye Can see. Some Cottenwood on the 
Banks and Some Bushis. the Red Rock is evidently a volcanic production is 
porous like pomestone but heavier than common Sand stone. . . . [Fow- 
ler’s “Red Rock” was, evidently, later-famed Pawnee Rock in what is now 
southwestern Barton county; and he seems to have been the first to record 
a mention of that Santa Fe trail landmark.] 
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About November 4 the expedition crossed the present Kansas- 
Colorado line. On the 13th, at Purgatoire river, one man was fatally 
wounded by a bear. The company halted in the present Pueblo, 
Colo., area. Fowler built a blockhouse; his comrades hunted and 
trapped; while Hugh Glenn, with four men, went on to Santa Fe. 
After Glenn secured permission from Mexican authorities to trap 
in the Rio Grande valley, the whole party moved to that region for 
the rest of the winter and early spring. (See, also, 1822.) 


Ref: Elliott Coues, ed., The Journal of Jacob Fowler (New York, 1898); H. M. Chitten- 
den’s The American Fur Trade of the Far West (New York, 1902), v. 2, p. 5038. 


€ On September 27 the independence of Mexico from Spain ( pro- 
claimed in late February) became an established fact. (Formal 
acknowledgment of the independence of Mexico by the United 
States was made in December, 1822.) 


Ref: Michei Chevalier’s Mexico Ancient and Modern, trans. by Thomas Alpass (Lon- 
don, 1864), v. 2, pp. 58-63; S. A. MacCorkle’s “American Policy of Recognition Towards 
Mexico” (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in History and Political Science, Baltimore, 
v. 51, no. 8, pp. 84-36). 


@ Sixteen chiefs and head men of the Pawnee, Kansa, Omaha, 
Otoe, and Missouri tribes who were escorted East in the late fall by 
Agent Benjamin O'Fallon arrived in Washington on November 29. 

They were entertained at the White House by President Monroe; 
and Artist Charles Bird King painted several of the Indian visitors. 
It is believed that King’s portrait of the Kansa chief White Plume 
(Mon-chonsia—also known as Nom-pa-wa-rah, or Wom-pa-wa-ta) 
was done at that time. See cover of Spring, 1962, Kansas Historical 
Quarterly. 

Ref: Morse, op. cit., pp. 241-251; J. C. Ewers’ article on Charles Bird King in the 
Smithsonian Report for 1953, pp. 465-473. 
1821-1822 


@ On the Missouri’s right bank, less than a mile above the mouth 
of the Kansas river [in what is now Wyandotte county, and prob- 
ably within present Kansas City, Kan.], Prince Paul of Wuerttem- 
berg stepped ashore on June 21, 1823, to visit the “little settlement 
of creoles and halfbreeds” and the “two large houses” of “Curtis 
and Woods.” (See, also, 1823 entry.) Despite their proximity it 
appears these “large houses” were separate fur trade posts—the 
former an establishment of Cyrus Curtis and Michael Eley; and the 
latter operated by Andrew Woods (an acting partner in the Missouri 
Fur Company). Because so little is known about these early 1820's 
“houses” above (north of) the Kansas, the available information 
about them is dealt with at some length below. So far as known 
they were the second, and third, 19th century fur posts in present 
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Kansas, but it cannot be said with certainty the order of their 
founding. 

ANDREW woops’ post: The only known citation of the location 
of his place is Prince Paul’s 1823 diary, noted above. But the letter- 
book of Thomas Hempstead (the Missouri Fur Company's acting 
partner at St. Louis, 1821-1823) contains references as early as 
June 27, 1821, which relate to Andrew Woods and to what Hemp- 
stead variously calls “Woods’ establishment,” “the lower house or 
establishment” [Fort Lisa being the upper house], “the Kansas 
Establishment,” and “Fort Perkins, Kansas” [for Joseph Perkins, 
another partner in the Missouri Fur Company]. It seems likely the 
“house” may have been founded on “Kansas” soil in late 1820, by 
Woods. It operated presumably by virtue of licenses granted to 
the Missouri Fur Company (a one-year license to trade with the 
general tribes, of April 15, 1822, and a March, 1823, five-year li- 
cense to trade with the Missouri river tribes. Woods’ name is not 
on any lists of licenses granted). 

An unidentified Frenchman, going upriver in 1822 in a boat bound 
for Fort Lisa, noted in May that on the lower Missouri his party 
met “Andrew Wood coming from the Riviere des Kans,” and again, 
on June 8, that the boatmen stopped “at slough of the Isle de la 
Prairie” [Fire Prairie, below Fort Osage] “to get some corn which 
Mr. And. Wood had kept” [i. e., planted?]. Other persons who may 
have spent some time at this post were Thomas Hempstead, and 
Charles Keemle. Whether Mrs. Andrew Woods (see 1823 entry re- 
lating to Prince Paul) came to “Kansas” before 1823 is unknown. 
Nor is it clear when the post was discontinued. It may have 
operated till some time in 1824. Andrew Woods’ death occurred 
in Jackson county, Mo., on June 10, 1832. [Ref: St. Louis (Mo.) 
Beacon, July 5, 1832.) 

Andrew Woods had become a partner in the reorganized Missouri Fur 
Company, of which Manuel Lisa was head, in 1819. His co-partners, by 
the September 1, 1820, agreement, were Thomas Hempstead, Joshua Pilcher, 
Joseph Perkins, Moses B. Carson, John B. Zenoni, Andrew Drips, and Robert 
Jones. [Ref: F. L. Billon’s Annals of St. Louis . . . from 1804 to 1821 
. . . (St. Louis, 1888), p. 68; Missouri Historical Society Collections, v. 3, 
pp. 391, 392.] Thomas Say, in January, 1820, at the Council Bluffs, noted 
the return of “Mr. Woods, of the Missouri Fur Company from a trading ex- 
cursion” (to the Pawnee villages?) [Ref: Thwaites, op. cit., v. 14, p. 277.] 
Some 35 miles above the mouth of the Little Sioux river, on the Missouri's 
right bank, was a site (of pre-1820’s date?) which Prince Paul called “Cotes 
a Wood” in 1828 [Ref: S. D. Hist. Coll., v. 19, p. 415.]; and which was 
referred to in 1825 as “Woods’ Hills” [Ref: N. D. Hist. Quar., v. 4, pp. 12, 
18, 50]. J. N. Nicollet, in 1839, wrote of it as “a beautiful site, formerly oc- 
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cupied by a Mr. Wood, an Indian trader; and it still bears his name.” [Ref: 
28th Cong., 2d Sess., H. Doc. 52 (Serial 464), pp. 38, 136.] 

CURTIS & ELEY'S post: It could be that when Curtis and Eley were 
granted a one-year license on July 20, 1822 (to trade with the Osage, 
Kansa, Otoe, and Ponca Indians), their “large house” already stood 
on the Missouri's bank. Cyrus Curtis had been trading on the upper 
river five years or longer—see 1817. Michael Eley, (a native Vir- 
ginian), had come to Fort Osage as assistant factor in July, 1815, 
and remained till June 30, 1820, it appears. Perhaps the partner- 
ship began soon afterwards. In 1823, Prince Paul (headed up the 
Missouri) noted in his diary on May 28: “. . . we meta large 
boat coming from the Kansas River. It belonged to a certain Mr. 
Curtis who has established himself as merchant at the mouth of 
that river.” And on June 29 he wrote: “Near the fort [Osage] I 
met Mr. Curtis from the Kansas. He was in a boat. I delivered 
to him the letters from his trading company.” The two-year license 
which “Curtis & Eley” obtained on September 17, 1823, is the last on 
record for the partnership. (However, the post was operating after 
the expiration date of the license. ) 

Following the Kansa treaty in August, 1825, the Indians were 
given an order for $500 worth of goods from the Curtis and Eley 
trading house. (But it was the Chouteau post downriver that sup- 
plied the $3,500 Kansa annuity goods later in the year.) In October, 
1825 (see annals entry ), the Atkinson-O’Fallon party on the keelboat 
Antelope stopped briefly at “Curtis & Eley’s establishment.” (Four 
days earlier they had met Curtis going upstream in a boat.) Up- 
river, at Fort Atkinson, on October 14, 1825, and again on Decem- 
ber 28, James Kennerly (post sutler) mentioned Curtis in his diary. 
Jedediah Smith’s (Ashley) party (see last 1825 entry) bought beef 
from “Ely and Curtis” in December(?), 1825. (Jim Beckwourth of 
that party, later had some recollections of “Messrs. Ely and Curtis.” ) 
Bvt. Maj. S. W. Kearny (who had mentioned “Curtis & Ely’s Trading 
House” as being a mile above the mouth of the Kansas on his up- 
river journey in 1824), descended the Missouri in May, 1826, and 
on the sixth “halted for dinner at Mr. Ely’s establishment.” Kearny’s 
is the last specific mention of the post that has been located. It 
does make clear that Curtis & Eley’s “large house” survived the 
April, 1826, flood which engulfed Francis Chouteau’s post some four 
miles downstream. Eley and Curtis had a store in Liberty, Mo., in 
the 1820's, and were operating a distillery there in 1826. Michael 
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Eley went to Santa Fe in 1827 (and died there in 1832). Cyrus 
Curtis died at Liberty, Mo., in 1844. 


Ref: South Dakota Historical Collections, v. 19, pp. 251, 303, 309 (for Prince Paul 
references); the Thomas Hempstead letterbook is in the Coe Collection, Yale University, 
but all the notes from it (and the opportunity to use them) are courtesy of Dale L. Morgan, 
of the Bancroft Library, whose generous sharing of his own research efforts have added 
immeasurably to this, and other annals entries dealing with the fur trade; 18th Cong., 
Ist Sess., Ex. Doc. No. 7 (Serial 93)—for Missouri Fur Company licenses, 1822, 1823, also, 
the Curtis & Eley licenses, 1822, 1823; The Bulletin of the Missouri Historical Society, St. 
Louis, v. 16, pp. 16, 18 (for 1822 diary, and note on Eley); Territorial Papers of the U. S., 
vy. 15, p. 567 (for Eley at Fort Osage, 1816); Gregg, op. cit., p. 34 (for Kansa treaty item ); 
North Dakota Historical Quarterly, v. 5, pp. 51, 52 (for Atkinson-O’Fallon); Missouri 
Historical Society Collections, v. 6, pp. 82, 92 (for Kennerly diary); T. D. Bonner’s The 
Life and Adventures of James P. Beckwourth (New York, 1856), pp. 31, 32; S. W. Kearny’s 
ms. diary is in the Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis, but the items above, were supplied 
by Dale L. Morgan; KHQ, v. 26, p. 361; History of Clay and Platte Counties, Missouri 
(St. Louis, 1885), p. 100; other data on Curtis, Eley, and Woods from letters July, 1961, 
Dale L. Morgan to L. Barry. 


€ In 1821 (it is said) Francis G. Chouteau established a Missouri 
river fur depot about three miles below the mouth of the Kansas for 
the French Fur Company [i.e., the Berthold, Pratte & Chouteau 
partnership which late in 1826 became the American Fur Com- 
pany’s Western Department]. Apparently the first license for that 
company to operate below the Council Bluffs was granted on August 
21, 1822—to Chouteau, Berthold, and Pratte, to trade with the Sac, 


Fox, Iowa, Kansa, Ponca, and Otoe Indians, on the Missouri. 

The partners had received licenses on July 19 to trade on the Missouri 
above the Council Bluffs, and on the Platte; and on the same date Francis G. 
Chouteau obtained a two-year license to trade with the Kansa and Osage 
Indians on the Kansas river [where he maintained his “Four Houses” post— 
see 1819]. 

Various 19th century writers indicated that the 1821(?) depot was 
on the right (or Kansas City) bank of the river. (The 1878 reminis- 
cences of John C. McCoy, the 1881 Jackson county history, and the 
1881 Miller history of Kansas City, Mo., are three examples.) From 
the accounts of two persons who were on the scene in the 1820's 
it seems clear that the short-lived post (destroyed by flood in 1826) 
was on the left (or Randolph Bluffs) bank of the Missouri [near 
the Chouteau bridge of today]. 

(1) In the summer of 1823 Prince Paul of Wuerttemberg (see, 
also, under 1823) spent several days at the cabin of “Grand Louis” 
Bertholet and family on the left (Randolph Bluffs) side of the 
Missouri, about three miles below the mouth of the Kansas; and 
hunted on the Indians’ land across the river, where Kansas City, 
Mo., now extends. The Bertholet cabin was, apparently, the fur 
depot Francis G. Chouteau had founded two(?) years earlier. 
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In 1825, and presumably in 1823, Louis Bertholet lived on Sec. 18, 
T. 50, R. 32, Clay co., Mo. [Ref: History of Clay and Platte Coun- 
Oe «19 @ Bae 

(2) Frederick Chouteau (reminiscing in 1880) stated: “I came 
to Randolph, Clay county, Missouri, about two miles below Kansas 
City, on the opposite side of the Missouri river, in the fall of 1825, 
October or November. . . . My brothers, Francis and Cyprian, 
were trading there.” 

Bvt. Maj. S. W. Kearny (ascending the Missouri with Gen. Henry 
Atkinson and party) noted in his diary on October 12, 1824: 

Started [from near Liberty, Mo.] at day break; morning cool, frosty & a 
heavy fog on the water. made 3% to breakfast came up to Mr. Chouteaus 
Trading House to dinner, where we found the Kickapoos, & the Kansas were 
expected to-morrow made some purchases: In the afternnon passed the 


Kansas River & halted one mile above it, on the left Bank, opposite to Curtis 
& Ely’s Trading House, having made 16 miles. 


A year later (see October, 1825, entry) a journalist with Atkin- 
son’s party descending the Missouri made reference to “Chateau’s 
place,” but he, too, failed to state on which bank of the river it was 
located. If James P. (“Jim”) Beckwourth’s account of his own ad- 
ventures in the winter of 1825-1826 (an account known to be partly 
fanciful) can be credited, he spent the early months of 1826 (till 
the ice on the Missouri broke up in the spring) “packing peltries” 
at “G. Choteau’s trading-post” [“G.” meaning Gesseau—Francis 
Gesseau Chouteau] for $25 a month wages. 


The Kansas City and Jackson county histories referred to above also say 
that Francis G. Chouteau brought his family to the fur depot the same year 
it was established. McCoy (an 1880 arrival in the Kansas City area) gave a 
different account. His statement: “Col. C[houteau] established a trading 
post on the south [right] bank of the river opposite the Randolph bluffs three 
miles below the city in 1821, and brought up his family and servants from St. 
Louis the next year[!], in barges occupying more than a month in the voyage.” 
Apparently neither 1821 nor 1822 was correct since Prince Paul did not find 
the Chouteau family in the fur depot vicinity in the summer, or fall, of 1823. 
It would seem, then, that Mrs. Berenice Therese (Menard) Chouteau, and 
children, did not arrive before late 1823, or till 1824 (unless they were at the 
“Four Houses” post up the Kansas, which the Prince did not visit). 

Ref: The History of Jackson County, Missouri . . . (Kansas City, Mo., 1881), 
pp. 102, 378; W. H. Miller’s The History of Kansas City (Kansas City, 1881), pp. 9, 10; 
John C. McCoy’s reminiscenses in the Kansas City (Mo.) Journal, December 12, 1878 (or, 
see “Kansas Reminiscences Clippings,” p. 113, in KHi); South Dakota Historical Collec- 
tions, v. 28, pp. 800-318 (for Prince Paul), but also see 1823 annals entry; KHC, v. 8, 
p. 423 (for Frederick Chouteau); G. J. Garraghan’s Catholic Beginnings in Kansas City 
ot the (Chicago, 1920), pp. 14, 15; C. R. Barns, ed., The Commonwealth of Missouri 
(St. Louis, 1877), pp. 748, 749 (for items on Mrs. Bertholet and Mrs. Chouteau); 18th 
Cong., Ist Sess., Ex. Doc. No. 7 (Serial 93) for abstract of Indian licenses; S. W. Kearny’s 
ms. diary is in the Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis, but the above quotation came to 
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this writer from Dale L. Morgan, of the Bancroft Library; Bonner, op. cit., p. 32. Frederick 
Chouteau in a May 5, 1880, letter to W. W. Cone (in KHi ms. division) stated that Mrs. 
Francis Chouteau had a child born in Kansas “over fifty years ago,” and that “she came 
here 5 or 6 years before me” [before he came in 1828 as a trader]. 


1822 


€ In the spring White Hair and his band of Osages (who had lived 
on the Neosho river in present Kansas since about 1815) returned 
to the vicinity of the Great Osage village [in what is now Vernon 
county, Mo.] and set up a town within seven or eight miles of 
Harmony Mission. (They occupied it for a few months only. See 
autumn entry below.) 

Ref: Graves, op. cit., p. 132. 


@ Andrew Henry and William H. Ashley (who had formed a fur 
trade partnership in the summer of 1821), outfitted a large company 
of young men (including Jedediah Smith, James Bridger, Mike Fink, 
Moses “Black” Harris, and John H. Weber) in March; obtained 
licenses to enter the Indian country; and in April started their first 
expedition up the Missouri. Henry with a part of the company 
set out by keelboat; and Daniel S. D. Moore (with whom Smith 
traveled) started out with another boat in May. The second one 
sank below Fort Osage, but Ashley outfitted a third boat, pick up 
his stranded men, and joined forces with his partner in October at 
the mouth of the Yellowstone river where Henry built a fort as oper- 
ational base for the trappers. (Ashley returned to St. Louis in the 
late fall. See, also, 1828.) 


Ref: Dale L. Morgan’s Jedediah Smith . . . (Indianapolis and New York, cl953), 
pp. 23, 26-29; also a letter by Dale L. Morgan, of July 15, 1961, to L. Berry, supplying 
data not only for the above entry, but for several other entries in this ch ma: 
tion of much value, which would otherwise have been unavailable to this writer, and 
acknowledged here with gratitude; Bulletin of the Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis, 
v. 1l, p. 12; J. Cecil Alter’s James Bridger . . . (Salt Lake City, cl1925), pp. 4-8; 
D. M. Frost’s Notes on General Ashley . . . (Worcester, 1945), p. 59. 


@ Father Charles De La Croix, the first (Catholic) missionary to 
visit the Osages of western Missouri, came on horseback from Floris- 
sant, Mo., in the spring. Between May 5 and 12, at the Chouteau 
trading post [near present Papinsville, Mo.] he baptized 20 Osages, 
mostly French half-breed children. The first name on the list under 
the May 5th date was Antoine Chouteau (born in 1817), whose 
father was trader and subagent Paul Ligueste Chouteau. (See, 
also, under August. ) 

Ref: Garraghan’s The Jesuits of the Middle United States, v. 1, pp. 178-182; also, his 
Catholic Beginnings in Kansas City, pp. 23-25. 
@ Signed on May 6 was an act abolishing the United States trading 
houses for Indian tribes. Among the establishments to be discon- 
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tinued were the Fort Osage factory, and its branch on the Marais 
des Cygnes [in present Bates county, Mo.]. (The nonprofit govern- 
ment system had been in existence since 1796.) 

Ref: Laws of the United States of America (Washington City, 1827), v. 7, pp. 53-55; 
F. S. Cohen’s Handbook of Federal Indian Law (Washington, 1942), p. 10. 
€@ Benjamin Cooper, his nephews Braxton and Stephen Cooper, and 
12 other men left Franklin, Mo., early in May on a trading expedition 
to New Mexico. It is said their pack animals carried goods worth 
$4,000 to $5,000. They followed the Arkansas river to the moun- 
tains then turned southward to Taos. (On June 13, in present west- 
ern Kansas, they met the east-bound Glenn-Fowler and McKnight- 
James party. ) 

Cooper, part of his original company, and some from Becknell’s, recrossed 
present Kansas in September; and by early October had reached home again. 
Their expedition had been a profitable venture. 

Ref: Josiah Gregg’s Commerce of the Prairies . . . (New York, London, 1844), 
v. 1, p. 22; Missouri Intelligencer, Franklin, Mo., October 8, 1822 (reprinted in Missouri 
Historical Review, v. 4, pp. 67, 68); Coues, op. cit., p. 154; James’ Three Years . 
pp. 167, 168. “The Book of the Muleteers” published in the Missouri Intelligencer, 
Franklin, August 5 and 19, 1825 (and reprinted in the New Mexico Historical Review, 
Santa Fe, v. 17, pp. 289-293), may have described the above expedition. 
€ Heading a mounted company of 21 men, with three loaded 
wagons (the first to be taken from Missouri overland to Santa Fe), 
William Becknell left Fort Osage about May 25 on his second 
trading expedition to New Mexico. Again his route varied to some 
extent from the soon-established road. Becknell’s party crossed 
the Arkansas before reaching the Great Bend. It was probably 
in present Rice county that his company forded that river one 
June day, and camped on the right bank. During the night 28 
horses strayed—frightened by buffalo. Eighteen were found, but 
two of the searchers met some “rascally Osages” who whipped 
them, took their horses, guns, and clothing. A third man was 
rescued by trader Auguste P. Chouteau who was at the Indians’ 
camp. 

While Becknell’s company remained in the vicinity for six days 
(trying to recover the stolen animals), “Mr. Heath’s company” 
came up and joined them. The combined parties continued up the 
Arkansas (along the south bank) for eight days [to present Ford 
county], then struck southwest across the Cimarron desert. They 
reached San Miguel (where some of Heath’s company stopped) 22 
days later. Becknell went on to Santa Fe. 

Of his trip back to Missouri (probably in October), Becknell stated only 
that “we took a different course from that pursued on our way out which con- 
siderably shortened the route and arrived at Fort Osage in 48 days.” 
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William Becknell was, probably, the first to suggest publicly (in an April, 
1828, newspaper) that “An excellent road may be made from Fort Osage to 
Santa Fe. Few places would require much labor to make them passable.” 


Ref: Becknell’s brief 1822 journal (first published in the Missouri Intelligencer, Frank- 
lin, Mo., April 22, 1823) as reprinted in Missouri Historical Society Collections, v. 2, pp. 
65-67, and in Missouri Historical Review, v. 4, pp. 79-81; Missouri Intelligencer, Franklin, 
Mo., October 8, 1822, April 22, 1823; James’ Three Years . . ., pp. 175, 176. Niles’ 
Weekly Register, v. 23 (November 23, 1822), p. 177, carried an item, from an unidentified 
source, on the party of traders under “col. Cooper” [i.¢., William Becknell!] which had 
“arrived [at Santa Fe] with three wagons loaded with goods, to the great astonishment of 
the people. In return for his goods, colonel Cooper [Becknell] brought back specie and 
mules. a 


€ From Taos, N. M., on June 1 the Glenn-Fowler and McKnight- 
James companies (see 1821) started East together. With the latter 
group was Robert McKnight, reunited with his brother John after 
nine years in Spanish custody. The united force had over 140 horses 
and mules—83 belonged to the McKnight-James party. 

About June 11 they entered present Kansas and struck the Arkan- 
sas (after crossing what is now the southeast corner of Colorado 
on a direct—and original—northeast course). They followed up the 
south bank. On the 13th they met Cooper’s westbound party 
(traveling up the north side of the river). On the 18th and 19th 
they encountered large numbers of Pawnees (fortunately not war- 
minded). Also on June 19th, in the Great Bend area [present Bar- 
ton county], the two companies (traveling separately since the 14th) 
took divergent routes. 


THE MC KNIGHT-JAMES PARTY continued down the Arkansas (spending one 
day at an Osage camp [in present Reno? county} in which were Auguste P. 
Chouteau and other French traders), as far as the Little Arkansas. Crossing it, 
they traveled eastwardly; followed an Osage trail to the Neosho; forded that 
stream in present Neosho county. (On the way they met more Osages, for the 
most part friendly.) Three days east of the Neosho they crossed into Missouri, 
and camped in what is now Vernon county, Mo. While they slept, Osages 
stole 38 of Thomas James’ best animals. Finding pursuit futile, the party 
proceeded to the Chouteau trading post [near present Papinsville, Mo.] six 
miles distant. The McKnights, James, and several others then traveled by 
canoe and pirogue down the Osage and Missouri to St. Louis; the rest went 
overland with the remaining horses and mules. The journey to eastern Missouri 
was concluded about mid-July. 

THE HUGH GLENN-JACOB FOWLER COMPANY camped June 19 on the Arkan- 
sas in what is now western Rice county; left the river next day on a course 
“north 60 East.” By a devious and circuitous route, which took them south- 
ward as far as present Butler county, and then northeastward across Chase, 
Lyon, Osage, Douglas, and Johnson counties of today, they entered Missouri, 
near present Kansas City, on July 5, and reached Fort Osage that night. Around 
the middle of July they were in St. Louis. 

Ref: Coues, op. cit., pp. 142-174; James’ Three Years . . ., pp. 161-186. 


384—261 
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€ A large delegation of Western Cherokees (from Arkansas terri- 
tory), and 150 of Clermont’s band of Osages (from present Okla- 
homa), after counciling at Fort Smith, settled their tribal differences 
and signed a peace treaty on August 9. (Designed to end more than 
a decade of warfare between the two nations, the treaty was not 
entirely effective for Osage-Cherokee clashes were renewed in 1823 
and continued in succeeding years. ) 

Ref: Foreman, op. cit., pp. 135-139, 147-150. 
€ In August the Rev. Charles De La Croix, on his second visit to 
the Osages (of Missouri), spent some three weeks among them. 
He performed 12 baptisms on August 11, and one on the 16th. 
As in May, sponsors for some of the half-breed children who re- 
ceived the rite were traders Paul Ligueste Chouteau and Pierre 
Melicour Papin. It is probable that Father De La Croix visited 
the Osage towns on the Neosho [in Neosho, and Labette? counties 
of today] at some time during August. (On the 3lst he was a 
witness to the treaty noted below. ) 

Ref: Garraghan’s Jesuits . . ., v. 1, pp. 178-182; KHQ, v. 8, p. 209; KHC, v. 16, 

p. 749. 
@ At the Fort Osage sub-factory on the Marais des Cygnes [in 
present Bates county, Mo.] on August $1, the Osages, by treaty, 
and in return for merchandise worth $2,329.40 from the Fort Osage 
post, released the United States from its obligation (under the 1808 
treaty) to maintain the trading establishment at Fort Osage. (Agent 
for winding up the post’s affairs was Samuel Blunt; Paul Baillio, 
factor, handled the closing of the Marais des Cygnes branch. ) 

Ref: C. J. Kappler’s Indian Affairs, Laws and Treaties (Washington, 1904), v. 2, pp. 

201, 202, 18th Cong. 2d Sess., Ex. Doc. No. 61 (Serial 116). 
@ Early in September when most of the Great Osages of Missouri 
left to go on their fall hunt, the missionaries at Harmony [in present 
Bates county, Mo.] reported: “It is understood . . . they do 
not intend to return to their late residence but to establish them- 
selves sixty or seventy miles from this station.” 

On September 26, in the journal of Union Mission [in Mayes 
county, Okla., of today], it was recorded: 

Mr. August P. Cheauteau with a party of Indians from White Hair’s village 
called here. A boat of his had arrived at the mouth of Grand [or Neosho] 
River with goods to trade with the Indians. He intends to form an establish- 
ment on this river [about 15 miles] above this place and states that White 
Hair’s people have left their town with the intention of moving to this [Grand 
or Neosho] river. [Auguste P. Chouteau took over the trading house (where 


Salina, Okla., is today) previously run by his associate—the half-breed Joseph 
Revoir (killed by Cherokees in June, 1821).] 
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And in the Union Mission journal of October 17 was the comment: 
“Last evening arrived a company of White Hair’s Indians. This 
is the first visit from that part of the nation. It appears that they 
are in an unsettled state and have not selected a place for their new 
home.” 

(On August 20, 1823, when the Osages were assembled in present Bates 
county, Mo., to receive their annuities, the Harmony Mission journal stated: 

In his talk, the Agent [Richard Graham] requested them to decide 
whether they would live at Neosho [in present Kansas], or at the Osage river 
{in Missouri], that he might know where to build houses for his interpreter 
and blacksmith. They finally determined to remain at Neosho.” After August, 
1823, there were still some Osages left in Missouri, particularly in a Little 
Osage village about 14 miles from Harmony Mission.) 

Ref: Graves, op. cit., pp. 128, 179-182; Foreman, op. cit., pp. 61, 142, 143. 
€ In the autumn Missouri Fur Company peltries reportedly valued 
at $24,000 were brought down the Missouri from the Yellowstone 
country. The scope of revived interest in the fur trade was indi- 
cated by a St. Louis newspaper's comment (in September): 

Since the abolition of the United States’ factories a great activity has pre- 
vailed in the operation of . . . [the fur] trade. Those formerly engaged 
in it have increased their capital and extended their enterprize; many new firms 
have engaged in it, and others are preparing to do so. It is computed that 
a thousand men, chiefly from this place, are now employed in this trade on 
the waters of the Missouri, and half that number on the Upper Mississippi. The 
Missouri fur company . . . alone employs upwards of 300 men. 


Ref: Niles’ Weekly Register, v. 23 (September 28, and November 16, 1822), pp. 53, 
164; Missouri Intelligencer, Franklin, Mo., September 17, October 29, 1822; H. C. Dale’s 
The Ashley-Smith Explorations . . . (Cleveland, 1918), p. 64. 


1822-1823 


@ James Baird and Samuel Chambers (Spanish prisoners, along 
with Robert McKnight, from 1812 to 1821), and a company of 
traders left the St. Louis area in August, en route to New Mexico. 
(According to one 1822 report there were 20 men and 60 pack 
animals; another described it as a company of 50 persons; and in 
1823 it was stated 40 men had made up the party.) Whatever their 
number, the adventurers made a late start out of Missouri, and ex- 
perienced difficulties. 

On the Arkansas, in present Ford county, they were caught in a 
blizzard; took shelter (on a large island, it is said); and were 
stranded for three months during a severe winter, when most of 
their animals perished. In the early spring of 1823 they dug deep 
pits in a slope on the north side of the river above their winter camp, 
secreted their merchandise, and proceeded to Taos where they ob- 
tained pack animals, came for their goods, then retraced the route 
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to New Mexico. (Baird and Chambers remained in the Southwest; 
but others in the party reached St. Louis in the summer and 
autumn. ) 

The excavations the Baird-Chambers party had made were known there- 


after as “the Caches,” and remained for years a noted landmark on the Santa 
Fe trail [about five miles west of present Dodge City]. In 1846 a woman 


traveler (Mrs. Susan Shelby Magoffin) wrote in her diary: “. . . ‘the 
Caches’ . . . are large holes dug in the ground somewhat the shape of 
a jug. . . . They are situated about a quarter of a mile from the River, 


on rather an elevated piece of ground, and within a hundred yards of the 
road, which runs at present between them and the river. They are quite as 
noted as any point on the road and few travellers pass without visiting 
them. 

Ref: St. Louis (Mo.) Enquirer, September 2, 1822; Missouri Intelligencer, Franklin, 
September 3, 1822 (reprinted in Niles’ Weekly Register, v. 23, p. 177); Missouri Republican, 
St. Louis, August 27, November 8, 1823; Bulletin of the Missouri Historical Society. St. 
Louis, v. 15, pp. 190, 191; Stella M. Drumm, ed., Down the Santa Fe Trail . . . the 
Diary of Susan Shelby Magoffin . . . (New Haven, 1926), pp. 53, 54. Alphonse Wet- 
more in his Gazetteer of the State of Missouri (1837), p. 269, called the pits “Anderson’s 
Caches on the Arkansas.” 


1823 


@ The keelboats Yellow Stone Packet and The Rocky Mountains 
carried the second large Ashley-Henry fur expedition up the Mis- 
souri along the present northeast Kansas boundary in April. (They 
had left St. Louis on March 10 with 70 or more persons aboard. ) 
Led by William H. Ashley, the company on this trip included such 
young men as Thomas Fitzpatrick, William Sublette, Hugh Glass, 
and James Clyman. 

On June 2, at the Arikara villages, in what is now South Dakota, the 
Indians defeated and routed Ashley’s men in a treacherous surprise attack. 
In the battle 18 trappers or boatmen were killed, 11 were seriously wounded 
(two died later); and all of the party’s horses were lost. From Fort Atkinson 
[Neb.] Col. Henry Leavenworth led a punitive expedition against the Arikaras 
in July and August. It ended, indecisively, in negotiations, and a peace treaty 
on August 11. 


Ref: Morgan, op. cit., pp. 50-77; Bulletin of the Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis, 
v. 11, p. 12; J. E. Sunder’s Bill Sublette Mountain Man (Norman, Okla., cl1959), pp. 34-45; 
L. R. Hafen and W. J. Ghent, Broken Hand; the Life Story of Thomas Fitzpatrick (Denver, 
1981), pp. 18-30; C. L. Camp, ed., James Clyman American Frontiersman . . . (San 
Francisco, 1928), pp. 12-22; Frost, op. cit., pp. 71-126. 


@ About 30 men were in the Santa Fe-bound expedition captained 
by Stephen Cooper which left Missouri in May. Joel P. Walker was 
another leader of this company. Each trader had one or two pack 
horses and an average of about $200 in goods. On June 1 on the 
bank of the Little Arkansas [present Rice? county] Indians stam- 
peded and ran off all but six of their horses. Cooper and five others 
went back to Missouri to buy more animals. When they returned to 
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their party they found some 1,500(?) Kansa (on a buffalo hunt) 
camped near by. Cooper took his company over the Cimarron 
desert route where they nearly succumbed to thirst; but finding 
water in time, they reached Santa Fe safely. 

On their return to Missouri in November(?), it was reported they had 
brought back “400 Jacks and Jennets and mules, a quantity of beaver and a 
considerable sum in species. AP vg 

Ref: Missouri Historical Review, v. 4, pp. 69, 70; Niles’ Weekly Register, v. 25, 
(December 13, 1823), p. 230; History of Howard and Chariton Counties, Missouri (St. 
Louis, 1883), pp. 153, 154; Gregg, op. cit., pp. 251, 252; a Joel P. Walker narrative in the 
Bancroft Library is noted in New Mexico Historical Review, v. 14, p. 43n. 
€@ John McKnight (of the 1822 McKnight-James expedition to New 
Mexico) was killed by Comanches in May, in the country south 
of the North Fork of the Canadian. 

(The McKnight brothers, John and Robert, with Thomas James and some 
20 others had taken a pack train up the North Fork in the early part of the 
year. While most of the company began to construct a trading “fort” in 
what is now Blaine county, Okla., McKnight and three others went to locate 
the Comanches. After leaving the Indians’ camp alone he was slain.) 

Ref. James’ Three Years . . ., pp. 190-227; Arkansas Gazette, Little Rock, July 

22, 1823; Missouri Republican, St. Louis, July 30, 1823. 
@ Prince (later Duke) Paul Wilhelm of Wuerttemberg and his 
hired hand Louis Caillou spent the night of June 16 at the new 
town of Liberty, Mo. Next day, on horseback, they traveled “five 
miles on the slope of a chain of hills” to the cabin of “Grand 
Louis” Bertholet (and his family) on the Missouri’s left bank, some 
three miles below the mouth of the Kansas—a site later known as 
Randolph Bluffs, Mo. 

Prince Paul, 25, traveler and naturalist, had arrived at New Orleans in 
December, 1822. At St. Louis in May, 1823, he had obtained passage up 
the Missouri for himself and two employees on a keelboat of the “French 
Northwest Trading Company” [i.e., the Berthold, Pratte & Chouteau firm]. 
At Franklin on June 12 the Prince and Caillou had left the slow-moving boat 
(after arranging a mouth-of-the-Kansas rendezvous), and set out overland 
for that vicinity. They had proceeded mostly afoot, crossing the Missouri 
twice, and reaching Liberty, Mo., on the 16th. 

“Grand Louis” Bertholet’s cabin was Prince Paul’s headquarters 
for several days. [This was, apparently, the fur depot which 
Francis G. Chouteau established about 1821. See 1821-1822.] On 
June 18 the Prince crossed the Missouri to hunt [in present Kansas 
City, Mo.]. Intense heat, nettles, and dense forest made the going 
difficult, and he brought back only one deer. Three days later, in 
company with Caillou, “Grand Louis,” and a man named Roudeau, 
he went in a pirogue to the Kansas river. Before ascending it, he 
paid a visit to the “two large houses” of fur traders “Curtis and 
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Woods” [see 1821-1822 entry] which were “scarcely more than a 
half mile further up on the right bank of the Missouri” [in present 
Kansas City, Kan.]. Of this place Prince Paul wrote: 

Neither of them [Cyrus Curtis; Andrew Woods] was at home but the wife 
of the latter was there. She was a creole, a daughter of old Mr. Chauvin 

[of] St. Charles. The whole population of this little settlement con- 
sists of only a few persons, creoles and halfbreeds, whose occupation is the 
trade with the Kansas Indians, some hunting and agriculture. Here I also 
found a youth of sixteen years of age, whose mother . . . [Sacajawea], 
had accompanied the Messrs. Lewis and Clark, as an interpreter, to the Pacific 
Ocean, in 1804-1806. This Indian woman married the French interpreter, 
Toussaint Charbonneau. Charbonneau later served me in the capacity of 
interpreter, and Baptiste, his son, whom I mentioned above, joined me on my 
return, followed me to Europe and has since then been with me. I remained 
for dinner with Mrs. Woods and after the meal went to the Kansas again. 

Marie Louise Chauvin Woods, wife of Andrew Woods (and 
daughter of Francis and Helene Tayon Chauvin) was, perhaps, the 
first white woman to reside in present Kansas, and has the distinc- 
tion of being the first white female “Kansas” resident whose name is 
known. 

The Prince and his party proceeded “eight English miles up 
stream” and “spent the night without food on a sandbar” of the 
Kansas river. Their next day's (June 22) hunt was hampered by 
insects. Wrote Prince Paul: 

; we were swarmed about and covered by mosquitoes to such an 

extent that we could scarcely see and recognize each other at a distance of 
twenty paces. 
But “Grand Louis” killed a large black bear, and “turtle eggs and 
bear meat afforded . . . a delicious noonday meal.” Because 
of the mosquitoes the Prince gave up his plan to go further up the 
Kansas. 

On June 24 Prince Paul and Caillou set out down the Missouri— 
their craft two small canoes tied together and a seat put across— 
to hunt for the slow-to-arrive fur company boat. They got as far 
as recently-abandoned “picturesque” Fort Osage that evening; and 
next morning met and boarded the upbound keelboat. 

Reaching “Grand Louis” Bertholet’s cabin again on July 4, the 
Prince learned that Kansa chief Wa-kan-ze-re (the American Chief) 
and his band were camped across the river [opposite Randolph 
Bluffs] waiting to meet him. He went over in a canoe and was the 
honored guest among the Indians. (In his diary Prince Paul made 
some notes on the Kansa, particularly of their appearance, clothing, 
and weapons.) Next day, the American Chief and several other 
Kansa repaid the visit, and there was an exchange of gifts. 
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The keelboat continued upstream on July 6. The Prince caught 
up with it and went aboard on the 7th. As they proceeded he noted 
such landmarks as the old Kansa “Village of the Twelve,” “Ile a la 
vache” (Cow Island), and the “Village de vingt quatre” (Village 
of 24—the second old Kansa town). On July 18 they passed the 
mouth of Wolf river [in present Doniphan county]; and on that same 
date the Prince noted in his account: 


The whole day long canoes with men of Mr. [William H.] Ashley’s party 
had come down the stream. Most of them were wounded men, who had 
taken part in the fight with the Arikaras. 

Prince Paul’s river journey ended above the Platte’s mouth on July 29. 
During August he visited the Otoes, and then traveled overland to the Missouri 
Fur Company’s post near the White river’s mouth [in present South Dakota], 
where his host was Joshua Pilcher. He returned to the Council Bluffs (by 
boat) on September 9. On the 17th he left Fort Atkinson (accompanied by 
Capt. Bennet Riley, a few soldiers, and an interpreter) and journeyed overland 
to the Pawnee villages. During his three-day stay among the Grand Pawnees 
and the Pawnee Loups (on the Loup Fork of the Platte) he was given honored 
and preferential treatment. Returning to the fort on September 29 the Prince 
then continued (by boat) down the Missouri again on October 2. At the 
mouth of the Kansas, on the 9th, a stop of a few hours was made. (As noted 
above, Baptiste Charbonneau there joined Prince Paul and accompanied him 
to Europe.) They arrived at St. Louis on October 24. 

Ref: South Dakota Historical Collections, v. 19 (1938), pp. [7]-471, contains Wm. G. 
Bek’s translation from the German of First Journey to North America in the Years 1822 to 
1824, by Duke Paul Wilhelm of Wuerttemberg, originally published at Stuttgart in 1835. 
For notes on “Grand Louis” Bertholet, see Louis Houck’s Spanish Regime in Missouri (Chi- 
cago, 1909), v. 2, pp. 381, 391 (note 31); C. R. Barns, ed., The Commonwealth of Mis- 
souri (St. Louis, 1877), pp. 15, 748, 749; and Garraghan’s Catholic Beginnings in Kansas 
City, pp. 18, 121. For trader Cyrus Curtis see 1821-1822 entry. Data on Mrs. Andrew 
Woods from the Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis; and from The Bulletin, v. 16, p. 16, 
of that Society. See 1821-1822 entry for Frederick Chouteau’s statement on his brothers’ 
Randolph Bluffs fur post; also Garraghan, Catholic Beginnings in Kansas City, p. 14. 


@ Between September 3 and October 16 the western boundary of 
Missouri, from the mouth of the Kansas river southward, was sur- 
veyed by Joseph C. Brown, of St. Louis, for the federal government. 


Ref: Missouri Republican, St. Louis, August 13, 1823 (for item on survey party); the 
Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis (which has Brown’s field notes) supplied the i 
dates. 





@ Returning from a raid against the Caddo Indians, some 200 
Osages (led by Mad Buffalo, a son of Clermont) attacked a camp 
of Arkansas hunters on Blue Water river in present southern ( Bryan 
county) Oklahoma, on November 17. During the battle five of the 
Arkansans (Curtis Welborn; men named Sloan, Lester, and Deter- 
line, and a Negro, Ben) were killed; the camp was plundered; 
and 30 horses were taken. 


In June, 1824, five Osages gave themselves up to Little Rock authorities. 
At trials held in November, Mad Buffalo and Little Eagle were convicted, 
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and sentenced to be hanged in December. (The other Osages were acquitted. ) 
The executions were postponed; and on March 21, 1825, President Adams 
pardoned the two Indians. They were set free in May. 

This incident particularly, plus other Indian depredations, focused 
attention on the need for military posts on the frontier. (See 1824.) 

Ref: Arkansas Gazette, Little Rock, July 22, December 9, 16, 23, 1828, June 22, 1824; 
Missouri Intelligencer, Franklin, January 15, 29, November 13, 27, 1824, June 4, 1825; 
Niles’ Weekly Register (December 4, 1824), v. 27, p. 219; Foreman, op. cit., pp. 189-201. 
@ Missionaries Epaphras Chapman and William C. Requa of Union 
Mission [in present Mayes county, Okla.], in December began a new 
Osage mission station, Hopefield, about four miles higher up Grand 
(Neosho) river, and on the opposite side. 

In the spring of 1824 they moved their families from Union to 
Hopefield. Among the difficulties which the missionaries survived 
were devastating flood losses in 1826 and Indian troubles in the same 
year. 


Ref: Graves, op. cit., p. 60; Foreman, op. cit., pp. 245, 246; History of American 
Missions . . . p. 171. 


@ Late in the year Auguste P. Chouteau (who had taken over the 
Osage trading post on Grand river [at present Salina, Okla.] in 
September, 1822) bought a post near the mouth of the Verdigris. 
A Union Mission report, dated December 10, stated: 


Mr. Chouteau now owns the establishment formerly occupied by Messrs. 
Barber and Brand near the falls of the Verdigris, about four miles above its 
entrance into the Arkansas and 22 miles from this place. 

Ref: Graves, op. cit., p. 60. See, also, A. P. Chouteau’s stat t (1831) in 22d 
Cong., Ist Sess., Sen. Doc. 90 (Serial 213), p. 60. 
€ A man who called himself John Dunn Hunter had a book pub- 
lished at Philadelphia in 1823 under the title: 

Manners and Customs of Several Indian Tribes Located West of the Mis- 
sissippi; to Which Is Prefixed the History of the Author's Life During a Resi- 
dence of Several Years Among Them. 


As the more colorful title—Memoirs of a Captivity Among the 
Indians of North America, From Childhood to the Age of Nineteen; 
with Anecdotes Descriptive of Their Manners and Customs—of 
the London edition (also 1823) indicated, the writer claimed to 
have spent most of his first 20 years as an Indian captive—first 
among the Kickapoos; briefly with a Pawnee band; and for a span 
of years among the Kansa and Osages. 

Hunter’s popular work was accepted as factual in England; but in the 
United States the author was denounced as an imposter and his verisimilar 
autobiography was labeled fiction by such prominent men as William Clark 
(“It is not possible that he could have lived with the tribes he mentions, and 
gone through with the scenes he describes, without some knowledge of him, 
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and of his history, having reached me.”); Pierre Chouteau (“. . . my 
acquaintance with the Osages has been since 1775 to this day [September 3, 
1825], in the capacity of trader, agent, or otherwise, and . . . during 
that period, there never was any white boy living or brought up by them. 
; .”); Baronet Vasquez (“. . . I have been engaged in trade with 
the Kansas tribe of Indians nineteen years, between the years 1796 and 1824, 
and . . . during the whole of that time, there was no white man a 
prisoner, of any age or description among them; nor do I believe that such 
a circumstance has occurred for the last thirty years.”); and by John Dunn, 
a Missouri legislator, who wrote he had “never known such a person as John 
Dunn Hunter” (contrary to Hunter’s claim). 


Ref: North American Review, Boston, v. 22 (January, 1826), pp. 105, 106 (for quotes 
—all from letters written in September, 1825). John Dunn Hunter was killed by Indians in 
1827—see H. Yoakum’s History of Texas . . . (New York, 1856), v. 2, pp. 246-250. 


1824 


@ Jedediah S. Smith “rediscovered” (or made the “effective dis- 
covery” of) the South Pass [in present Wyoming] in March, while 
he and a trapping party (including James Clyman and William Sub- 
lette ) were seeking a way to the rich fur country beyond the Wind 
River mountains. (See 1812-1813 for an earlier discovery of the 
passageway. ) 

A hint of the future—that the South Pass would become the 
great emigrant route to Oregon and California—was to be found in 
a St. Louis newspaper item (reprinted widely) in the autumn of 
1824: 

We learn that his party [referring to Andrew Henry, partner of Smith’s 
employer, William H. Ashley] have discovered a passage by which loaded 
wagons can at this time reach the navigable waters of the Columbia River. 
This route lies South of the one explored by Lewis and Clarke, and is inhabited 
by Indians friendly to us. 


Ref: Morgan, op. cit., pp. 89-92, 154, 155; Arkansas Gazette, Little Rock, November 16, 
1824; or, see Niles’ Weekly Register, v. 27 (December 4, 1824), p. 224. 


€@ In April Cantonment Gibson was established by Col. Matthew 
Arbuckle and five companies of the Seventh U. S. infantry in present 
east-central Oklahoma—on the east side of the Grand (or Neosho) 
river about two miles from the “three forks” (the Grand, and 
Verdigris junctions with the Arkansas). 

(Fort Gibson, for many years an important post in the Indian territory, 
was discontinued in 1857 as a military establishment, and turned over to the 
Cherokee Nation; but during the Civil War it was reoccupied, and not per- 
manently abandoned till 1890.) 

In May, some 120 miles to the south, Cantonment Towson was 
established by Maj. Alexander Cummings and two companies of 
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the Seventh infantry near the present Oklahoma-Texas boundary, 
not far from the mouth of the Kiamichi river. 

(Fort Towson was abandoned as a military post in 1854.) 

Ref: Foreman, op. cit., pp. 193, 195, 196, 204, 205; W. B. Morrison’s Military Posts 

and Camps in Oklahoma (Oklahoma City, cl1986), pp. 28-58. 
@ The largest Santa Fe-bound caravan of the year (83 persons), 
which left the Franklin, Mo., area in mid-May, had 156 horses and 
mules, but was notable for its extensive use of wheeled vehicles 
(20 dearborns, two road wagons, two carts, and one “small piece of 
cannon”). The trading goods carried was estimated to total $30,000. 
In this company were Alexander Le Grand (the elected captain), 
Meredith M. Marmaduke (later governor of Missouri), Augustus 
Storrs (soon to be U. S. consul at Santa Fe), and “other gentlemen 
of intelligence.” 

Except for the loss of some stock (frightened by buffalo), the 
traders’ journey was without particular incident. They left the 
Arkansas on June 28 to take the Cimarron desert route; and reached 
Santa Fe a month later—their total trip an estimated 931 miles. 

Most of the company returned to Missouri in September. It was reported 
they brought back $180,000 in gold and silver, and furs valued at $10,000. 
M. M. Marmaduke (whose “Journal of a Tour to New Mexico” is a principal 
source of information on the expedition) made the homeward journey in 1825. 

Ref: Missouri Historical Review, v. 6, pp. 1-10 (for Marmaduke’s diary as reprinted 
from the Missouri Intelligencer, Franklin, September 2, 1825); New Mexico Historical 
Review, v. 29, p. 84; Glimpses of the Past, St. Louis, v. 5, pp. 70, 88-90; Niles’ Weckly 
Register, v. 27 (January 15, 1825), pp. 312-316 (for Storrs’ statement). 
€ An act providing for the appointment of an agent for the Osage 
Indians west of the state of Missouri and Arkansas territory was 
signed on May 18 by President Monroe. Alexander McNair (ex- 
governor of Missouri) was appointed to the post on June 1. (Fol- 
lowing McNair’s death in the spring of 1826, John F. Hamtramck 
became Osage agent. ) 

Ref: The Public Statutes at Large of the United States of America from . . . 1789 
to . . . 1845 (Boston, 1854), v. 4, p. 25; Foreman, op. cit., p. 200; KHQ, v. 16, p. 2. 
€ Mission NeosHo—the first Indian mission and school in what 
is now Kansas—was started in mid-September by the Rev. Benton 
Pixley and his wife Lucia F. (Howell) Pixley, who came from 
Harmony. They had the use of a trader’s log house located near 
a small Osage village on the Neosho’s west bank [not far from 
present Shaw, Neosho county]. The site was some 60 miles west- 
southwest of Harmony Mission (see 1821), of which it was a 
branch; and about 110 miles north of Union Mission (see 1820). 
Before the end of the year the Pixleys opened a Protestant school 
for Osage children. Samuel B. Bright and his wife Charlotte 
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(Stocker) Bright were in charge of Mission Neosho’s farm and 
household affairs during the early part of its existence. 

Most of the near-by villagers soon moved to White Hair’s town, about 
six miles distant, where other small Osage bands had also congregated, forming 
(as reported in 1828) a village of nearly 2,000 Indians (living in lodges or 
mud houses spread over four or five acres of land). 

Because of the opposition of the Osages’ traders and subagents, 
Mission Neosho was only modestly successful; and, following a 
controversy between Pixley and Agent John F. Hamtramck, the 
school and mission closed abruptly in the spring of 1829 after less 
than five years of operation. 

(The Pixleys, who were married in August, 1812, eventually had a family 
of six children. A statement that some of them were born at Mission Neosho, 
while quite possibly correct, has not been verified. But see under 1827.) 

Ref: Graves, op. cit., pp. 182-196; Report of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions . . . at the Nineteenth Annual Meeting . . . (1828), 
pp. 94, 95; History of American Missions . . ., pp. 171, 194, 340, 341. 
€ A delegation of 26 Spaniards (sent by Bartolome Baca, the New 
Mexican governor) traveled from Santa Fe to the Council Bluffs 
[Neb.] in the summer, and, with the assistance of Agent Benjamin 
O'Fallon and Fort Atkinson authorities, concluded a peace treaty 
with their long-time enemies—the Pawnee Indians. O'Fallon, ar- 
riving at Franklin, Mo., the latter part of September, reported the 
Spaniards were “highly delighted” with the reception given them 
and had left the Council Bluffs September(?) 11 on the homeward 
journey. Their route across present Kansas is not known. 

Ref: Niles’ Weekly Register, v. 27 (November 6, 1824), p. 151; see, also, ibid. 
v. 26 (June 19, 1824), pp. 252, 253; The Bulletin of the Missouri Historical Society, St. 
Louis, v. 16, pp. 20-29. 
€ On September 30, a Robidoux trading (and trapping?) party 
headed by Isidore? Robidoux left the Council Bluffs bound for 
Santa Fe. It appears that young Antoine Robidoux, on his first trip 
to the southwest, was in this company. Presumably these traders 
crossed some part of what is now western Kansas on their way to 
New Mexico. (See under September, 1825, for return of this party. ) 


Ref: Missouri Historical Society Collections, v. 6, p. 75; W. S. Wallace’s Antoine Hobi- 
doux, 1794-1860 . . . (Los Angeles, 1953), pp. 10, 52. 


€ In November Augustus Storrs, of Franklin, Mo. (replying to 
queries addressed to him by Missouri's U. S. Sen. Thomas H. Ben- 
ton) supplied a variety of information on the “Trade Between 
Missouri & Mexico” which was presented by Benton to the second 
session of the 18th Congress on January 38, 1825. 


According to Storrs, three companies, in addition the large May caravan 
of which he was a member, had gone from Missouri to Santa Fe in 1824— 
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in February, August, and November; and the last one (departing November 
10) had taken $18,000 in goods. [William Becknell, on his third trip to New 
Mexico was in the August (?) party.] 

Ref: 18th Cong., 2d Sess., Sen. Doc. No. 7; also, published in Niles’ Weekly Register, 
v. 27 (January 15, 1825), pp. 312-316; for Becknell, see Missouri Historical Review, 


v. 4, p. 81. 
1825 


@ On March 8 a bill authorizing the President “to cause to be 
markec out” a road from Missouri’s frontier to the New Mexican 
boundary, was signed by President Monroe (shortly before he left 
office). The act provided the sum of $10,000 to survey and mark 
the road; and $20,000 to treat with the Indians for a right of way. 
President Adams, on March 16, appointed three Santa Fe road 
commissioners: Benjamin H. Reeves (of Howard county, Mo.); 
Pierre Menard (who resigned and was replaced by Thomas Mather 
of Kaskaskia, Ill.); and George C. Sibley (of Fort Osage, Mo.). See, 


also, under July. 
Ref: The Public Statutes at Large of the United States of America From . . . 1789, 
to . . . 1845 (Boston, 1854), v. 4, pp. 100, 101; K. Gregg, op. cit., pp. 5-7. 


@ The caravan of 105 New Mexico-bound traders, with 34 wagons 
and 240 horses and mules, which stopped at Fort Osage on May 16 
carried “a much larger & better assortment of merchandise” than any 
previously taken over the Santa Fe trail. Augustus Storrs was 
elected captain; Robert McKnight, Elisha Stanley, Ira Emmons, 
and men named Thompson and Shackleford drew up the company’s 
code of laws. A party of 33 persons (which included a Doctor 
Willard of St. Charles, Mo.) probably part of the caravan, was, by 
Willard’s account, beyond the Missouri settlements on May 16; 
at the Arkansas on June 8; and had reached Taos (by way of the 
Cimarron desert route) early in July. 

Ref: Niles’ Weekly Register, v. 28 (July 16, 1825), p. 809; K. Gregg, op. cit., pp. 29, 

216, 254, 264; James O. Pattie’s . . . Personal Narrative . . . (1831), pp. 255- 
800, for Doctor Willard; or, see Thwaites, op. cit., v. 18, pp. 325-347. 
« A company of some 40 Tennesseeans crossed present Oklahoma 
(traveling west from Fort Smith, Ark.) in May, en route to Santa 
Fe. Each trader was mounted, and led one or more goods-carrying 
pack horses. 

Ref: Foreman, op. cit., p. 244. 


@ At St. Louis, the Osages (on June 2), and the Kansa (on June 3), 
signed treaties with the United States (William Clark acting for 
the government) which (as described by Thomas L. McKenney of 
the Indian affairs office in a November 30 report) extinguished 
Indian titles to three or four million acres of land in the state of 
Missouri and Arkansas territory, and to nearly 100,000,000 acres west 
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of Missouri and Arkansas. Reservations within the latter acreage 
were secured to the Osages and Kansa, he noted: “. . . to the 
first, a tract of fifty miles front, parallel to, and about twenty-five 
miles West of, the Western boundary of Missouri, and to the 
Kanzas a tract of thirty miles front, parallel also to the Western 
boundary of Missouri, and about fifty miles West of it; both run- 
ning back to the Spanish line [see 1819]. A judicious arrangement 
as to space between those two reservations, and between the frontier 
of Missouri, has been effected. Thus, all the titles of Indians to 
lands within the limits of Missouri, except a few reservations, have 
been extinguished; and a country, represented to be fertile, and in 
all respects desirable, provided, and in sufficient extent, beyond the 
boundaries of Missouri and Arkansas, for the accommodation of 
all the tribes within the States, which, should they incline to occupy 
it, it is the policy of the Government to guarantee to them lasting 
and undisturbed possession. " 


The GREAT AND LITTLE OSAGES’ reserve was _—e in the treaty of 
June 2 as follows: “Beginning at a point due east of White Hair’s village 
{on the Neosho, in present Neosho county], and twenty-five miles west of 
the western boundary line of the State of Missouri, fronting on a north and 
south line, so as to leave ten miles north, and forty miles south, of the point 
of said beginning, and extending west, with the width of fifty miles, to the 
western boundary of the lands hereby ceded and relinquished. ‘s 
Their treaty also provided (1) for a government survey of the reserve; (2) 
payment of a $7,000 tribal annuity for 20 years; ($) that the Osages would 
be furnished 600 head of cattle, 600 hogs, 1,000 domestic fowls, 10 yoke of 
oxen, six carts, some farming utensils; (4) that the government would sup- 
port a blacksmith among them; (5) that a house for each of the four principal 
chiefs would be built at their respective villages. In addition to the tribal 
reserve, 640-acre tracts were specified for each of 42 Osage half-breeds (in- 
cluding Noel Mongrain’s 10 children and four grandchildren; William Sherley 
“Old Bill” Williams’ daughters Mary and Sarah; and James G. and Alex- 
ander Chouteau); 54 other tracts (of a mile square each) were reserved 
(these to be sold to provide funds for educating Osage children); two sections 
of land at Harmony Mission, and one at the Union establishment were also 
reserved. 

The Kansa land cession was described in the treaty of June 83 as follows: 
“Beginning at the entrance of the Kanzas river into the Missouri river; from 
thence north to the northwest corner of the State of Missouri; from thence 
westwardly to the Nodewa [Nodaway] river, thirty miles from its entrance 
into the Missouri; from thence to the entrance of the Big Nemahaw river into 
the Missouri, and from that river to its source; from thence to the source of 
the Kanzas river, leaving the old village of the Pania [Pawnee] Republic to 
the west; from thence, on the ridge dividing the waters of the Kanzas river 
from those of the Arkansas, to the western boundary of the State line of Mis- 
souri, and with that line, thirty miles, to the place of beginning.” 

The Kansa reserve was briefly described: “From the cession aforesaid 
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, a tract of land, to begin twenty leagues up the Kanzas river, and 
to include their village [east of present Manhattan] on that river; extending 
west thirty miles in width, through the lands ceded in the first article. : 
The treaty also provided (1) for a government survey of the reserve; (2) pay- 
ment of a $3,500 tribal annuity for 20 years; (8) that the Kansa would be 
furnished 300 head of cattle, 300 hogs, 500 domestic fowls, 3 yoke of oxen, 
two carts, farming implements; (4) that the government would support a 
blacksmith among them. In addition to the tribal reserve, 23 one-mile-square 
tracts were reserved for the Kansa half-breeds. These were to be located on 
the north side of the Kansas river “commencing at the [east] line of the Kanzas 
reservation [not far west of present Topeka—North Topeka is on Tract No. 4], 
and extending down the Kanzas river for quantity” [i.e., for 23 miles—to 
the vicinity of present Williamstown, Jefferson county]. The Kansa half- 
breeds included four children of trader Louis Gonville, and two of Baptiste 
Gonville. On the Big Blue river (of Missouri) 36 sections of land were re- 
served (these to be sold to provide funds for educating Kansa children). 
The United States was granted “the right to navigate freely all water-courses 
or navigable streams” in the Kansa reserve. [Currently (1961) the tribal 
council of the Kaw (Kansa) Indians is seeking to have the bureau of Indian 
affairs file suit to quiet title on the 23 half-breed sections of land allotted under 
the above 1825 treaty, claiming there is a cloud on the land titles. See news 
stories in the Kansas City (Mo.) Star, July 9, 1961, and Topeka Daily Capital, 
July 18, 1961.] 

Ref: 19th Cong., lst Sess., House Ex. Doc. No. 1, pp. 89-92 (Serial 131) for McKenney; 
Kappler, op. cit., v. 2, pp. 217-225. 


@ Headed for Missouri, and probably captained by Bailey Harde- 
man, a good-sized expedition of American and Mexican traders 
with “a great number of Mules, Asses, &c.” (nearly 500, by report), 
set out from Santa Fe about June 1. They traveled towards the 
Canadian’s headwaters; descended that river’s left bank for some 
300 miles; then set a course to the northeast; and reached the 
Arkansas river not far from present Wichita on July 12. As re- 
ported (to G. C. Sibley) by expedition members M. M. Marmaduke 
and James Moore, they met a large band of Osages “not far from 
the Mouth of the Little Arkansas, the 14th of July, by whom they 
were robbed of about 120 head of Animals, & some other property, 
and were otherwise illy Treated.” (Osage Agent Alexander McNair 
later recovered some of the stolen stock.) 


Ref: Missouri Republican, St. Louis, August 15, 1825; Niles’ Weekly Register, v. 29 
(September 24, 1825), p. 54, and v. 29 (October 22, 1825), p. 100; Missouri Historical 
Review, v. 4, p. 84 (for item on Hardeman as captain); K. Gregg, op. cit. (for quote 
from Sibley’s journal, July 27, 1825, entry). 


€ Between July and October (in present North and South Dakota, 
or at the Council Bluffs, [Neb.]) the following Indian tribes (in 
peace treaties with the United States) agreed not to molest Ameri- 
can citizens who traversed the Santa Fe road: the Sioux and 
Ogallalahs (July 5); the Cheyennes (July 6); the Crows (August 
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4); the Otoes and Missouris (September 26); the Pawnees (Septem- 
ber 30); the Mahas (October 6). 


Ref: Kappler, op. cit., v. 2, pp. 230-261 passim. 


€ The Santa Fe road surveying-and-marking expedition (40 men; 
57 horses and mules; seven baggage wagons) left Fort Osage on 
July 17. Heading the company were U. S. Commrs. Sibley, Reeves, 
and Mather (see March entry); their secretary Archibald Gamble; 
and surveyor Joseph C. Brown. Stephen Cooper was pilot and cap- 
tain. The work party included such men as Benjamin Jones 
(one-time Astorian), Joseph R. Walker (later-famous mountain 
man), and Benjamin Majors (father of freighter-to-be Alexander 
Majors ). 

Reaching the Neosho on the morning of August 5 the expedition 
camped in a “Large & beautiful Grove of fine Timber” 160 miles 
from Fort Osage. Wrote George C. Sibley in his journal: 

As we propose to Meet the Osage Chiefs in council Here, to negotiate a 
Treaty with them for the Road &c. I suggested the propriety of naming the 
place “Council Grove” which was agreed to, & Capt. Cooper directed to Select 
a Suitable Tree, & to record this name in Strong and durable characters— 
which was done. . . . From our camp, near the great Oak that is Marked, 
just at the eastern edge of the Grove, to the Crossing of the Nee Ozho the 
distance is 25 chains [550 yards]. 

Three days later about 50 Osages arrived with their interpreter 
William S. (“Old Bill”) Williams. Next day a council was held; 
and on August 10 Chief White Hair (of the Great Osages), the 
Foolish Chief (of the Little Osages), and other leading men, signed 
a treaty giving the United States the right to mark the Santa Fe 
road through their land, and the free use of the road forever, in 
return for $800 compensation. 

Having hired Interpreter Williams for the rest of the journey, the 
commissioners sent him to the Kansa village (about 45 miles north— 
near present Manhattan) to summon the Kansa for a similar treaty 
council at a point farther west on the Santa Fe trail (where game 
was more plentiful). On “the Sora Kanzas Creek” (a small branch 
of present Turkey creek, about five miles southeast of McPherson) 
some 50 Kansa came and counciled with the commissioners on the 
15th, and signed a right-of-way treaty on August 16, receiving $800 
in payment. For the Kansa, their great chief Shone-gee-ne-gare 
signed first; followed by his eldest son Ke-hea-bash-ee [another 
name for the Fool Chief, apparently]; then Hu-ra-soo-gee, the red 
eagle” [probably the same as He-roch-che (the Real War Eagle) 
of the September, 1819, entry]; and other leaders. White Plume 
was not present, but a warrior signed as his deputy. 
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On September 11 the expedition reached a point on the Arkansas 
calculated to be the 100th meridian [the U. S.-Mexican boundary— 
see 1819]; and camped till the 20th in a futile wait for permission 
to extend the survey into Mexico. It was then agreed that Sibley, 
Brown, Williams, and nine others would continue on to Taos and 
Santa Fe (to obtain authority for continuing the survey); and that 
Reeves, Mather, Gamble, and the rest of the party would return 
to Missouri—which they did, reaching Fort Osage on October 25. 

Sibley’s party crossed the Arkansas on September 25; left the 
river on the 27th at Chouteau’s Island; and struck out across the 
sand hills for Taos, arriving there on October 30. (A month later 
Sibley moved on to Santa Fe.) 

It was June 16, 1826, before official permission came for examination (but 
no marking) of the Santa Fe road in Mexican territory. As stated in the re- 
port later prepared: “He [Sibley; and Joseph C. Brown] accordingly com- 
menced a Survey at San Fernando [in the valley of Taos] on the 24th. of 
August, Ran it through the Mexican Territory, and on the 16th of September, 
connected it with the former [1825] Survey at the line, on the Arkansas 
River.” Subsequently (between May and July, 1827—see 1827 entry), 
Sibley made some corrections in the eastern section of the 1825 survey. 


Commrs. Mather, Reeves, and Sibley submitted their Santa Fe 
road report (written by Sibley) under date of October 27, 1827 
(and Surveyor Brown’s field notes also carried that date). The 
report (first printed in 1952, after 125 years had elapsed) presented 
a picture of the “Space between the Missouri River and the Rio 
Grande del Norte” which contrasted with Maj. Stephen Long’s and 
Dr. Edwin James’ “Great American Desert” descriptions (see 1820): 


[It] . . . is occupied by an almost unbroken plain or Prairie. Taken 
as one great whole, this vast expanse . . . presents but little more variety 
of Surface, than the face of the Atlantic Ocean. Its features are generally 
proportioned to its great magnitude, except as to its Streams. Numerous 
Rivulets, Creeks & Small Rivers flow through it, the most of which are marked 
in their courses by narrow fringes of forest Trees, & thickets of underbrush. 
Prominent Ridges frequently occur, which . . . Relieve in Some degree, 
the dull monotony of the Scene. 

The Herbage of this Plain is in guacnal Rich & luxuriant, consisting chiefly 
of Strong and Succulent Grasses, of many varieties; Some of which would 
doubtless prove valuable additions to the cultivated grasses of the United 
States. In the Season of flowers, a very large portion of this great plain pre- 
sents one continual carpet of Soft verdure, enriched by flowers of every tint— 
these beauties afford pleasure for a time; but the traveller is apt Soon to lose 
the Relish for them, as he pursues his tedious way, under a cloudless Sky, 
and exposed to the unbroken Rays of a burning Sun, which, but for the brisk 
flow of air that usually prevails, would be Scarcely Supportable. 


(In 1868 the Kansas legislature passed an act declaring the Santa 
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Fe road from the eastern to the western boundaries of Kansas, a 
state road.) 

Ref: K. Gregg, op. cit.; Kansas State Historical Society’s 18th Biennial Report, pp. 
107-116 (for Santa Fe road data and map), and pp. 117-125 (for J. C. Brown’s field 
notes); Kappler, op. cit., v. 2, pp. 246-250 (for Osage and Kansa treaties); Special Laws 
of the State of Kansas . . . 1868 (Lawrence, 1868), p. 83. 


€ With the errors and discrepancies that accompany an account 
written from memory, The Personal Narrative of James O. Pattie, 
of Kentucky . . . (edited by Timothy Flint) was published 
at Cincinnati in 1831. In it, young Pattie described his 1825-1830 
adventures in the West. His “Kansas” experiences were limited to 
the late summer of 1825 [not 1824, as in the Narrative—see explana- 
tion below]. But his account is particularly notable because it is 
one of the very few existing records of a journey to New Mexico in 
the 1820’s from the Council Bluffs area; and to describe a route 
north of the Kansas river. 

In July, 1825, at the Bernard Pratte & Co. trading post [six miles 
or so below Fort Atkinson], a large New Mexico-bound expedition 
(112 men; 300 mules and some horses) was outfitted, and placed 
in charge of Sylvester Pratte (Bernard’s 26-year-old son) who ar- 
rived from St. Louis on July 26. At a rendezvous camp on the 
Platte river in early August, this company was augmented by Syl- 
vester Pattie (a War of 1812 hero), his son James Ohio Pattie, and 
two other tyro traders (whose upper-Missouri trip had foundered 
for lack of an Indian trading license). 

The expedition moved upstream on August 6, to the Pawnee Loup 
village. After five days there (during which Pratte bought 600 
buffalo skins and some horses; and Sylvester Pattie ransomed a cap- 
tive Indian child), the journey to the southwest, across the Plains, 
began on August 11. 

The route cannot be determined with any accuracy from young Pattie’s 
account. It would appear this expedition reached the Republican fork on the 
19th; repelled an attack by Arikaras on the 22d (the Indians lost five warriors); 
encountered large herds of buffalo and wild horses on the 26th; reached, that 
evening, what Pattie referred to as “a fork of the Platte called Hyde Park” 
{a Republican tributary], in an area where there were “multitudes of prairie 
dogs”; attacked a Crow camp (after finding the arrow-riddled bodies of two 
white men) on August $1 (killing 30 Indians and losing one man); arrived 
at the Republican-Smoky Hill dividing ridge on September 9; had an en- 
counter with a grizzly bear on the 11th (one man died of wounds received); 
came to a fork of “Smoke Hill river” on the 14th [they were probably in far- 
western Kansas of today at this time]; and after some fairly steady traveling, 
reached the Arkansas river [in present eastern Colorado] on September 22. A 
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little over a month later (October 26)—11 weeks after leaving the Loups’ 
village—the large trading expedition arrived at Taos. 

Ref: Thwaites, op. cit., v. 18 (in which Pattie’s Narrative is reprinted). To Dale L. 
Morgan, of the Bancroft Library, I am indebted for information (generously offered) that 
he has ascertained Pattie to be a year off in his dates—that Bernard Pratte & Co’s. expe- 
dition went to New Mexico in 1825, not 1824. This is fully established by documents in 
the “Chouteau Collection,” Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis. In that perspective, a 
corroborative note is added by the James Kennerly diary entry of July 27, 1825, at Fort 
Atkinson: “. . . young Pratte & party arived last night from St Louis at Mr Cabannies” 
Uj. P. Cubemne operated the trading post]. Kennerly’s published diary (1823-1826) is in 
the Missouri Historical Society Collections, v. 6, pp. 50-97 (for above quote see p. 78). 
George C. Sibley, at Taos, N. M., mentioned “Messrs. Pratt, Robidoux and others” as re- 
cent arrivals there under date of November 12, 1825—see K. Gregg, op. cit., p. 114, also, 
see p. 150. 


€ Indian traders who obtained licenses during 1825 which spe- 
cifically entitled them to trade (for one year) at the mouth of the 
Kansas river were: 


License issued to Date of license 
Joshua Pilcher, Lucien Fontenelle, ) 
William Vanderburgh, Charles Bent, ) July 4 
& Andrew Drips ) 
Bernard Pratte & Co. [Pratte, 
Chouteau & Berthold] July 5 
Russel Farnham [associated with the August 17 
American Fur Company] 
Michel Robidoux October 8 


On December 5 Bernard Pratte & Co. was also licensed to trade at the “Kanzas 
Village, on Kanzas River.” 

Ref: 19th Cong., Ist Sess., House Doc. 118 (Serial 136); 19th Cong., 2d Sess., Sen. 
Doc. 58 (Serial 146). See KHQ, v. 18, pp. 159, 160, for an 1841 “Kansas” item on 
Michel Robidoux. An account of Russel Farnham is in The Quarterly of the Oregon His- 
torical Society, Portland, v. 24, pp. 338-344. He had been a witness to the Kansa treaty 
of June 3, 1825, at St. Louis. 
€ On August 30 (11 months after setting out for New Mexico—see 
September, 1824, entry) a Robidoux trading party returned to the 
Council Bluffs [Neb.]. But only two weeks later (September 14) 
it was reported: “Robidous party started to day to Tous. : 
Probably both Isidore and Antoine Robidoux were in this expedi- 
tion, which made a fairly rapid journey (undoubtedly across 
present western Kansas). The company was in Taos in November. 


Ref: Missouri Historical Society Collections, v. 6, pp. 78, 80 (James Kennerly diary 
entries of August 30 and September 14, 1825); Wallace, op. cit., pp. 10, 52; Gregg, op. cit., 
p. 114. 


@ While camped near the mouth of Walnut creek, at the Great 
Bend of the Arkansas on September 29, the east-bound party of 
U. S. (Santa Fe road) Commrs. Reeves and Mather met other 
travelers. Archibald Gamble (the commissioners’ secretary) re- 
ported: 


a company of 20 adventurers, with a great many mules and horses 
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laden with merchandize, arrived from Missouri [they had left Fort Osage 
around September 14], bound for Santa Fee; and an hour afterwards a com- 
pany of 81 persons, returning from Santa Fee, also arrived at . . . camp. 

The west-bound company later took the “Mule Trace” through the 
mountains (from the upper Arkansas) and arrived at Taos on Octo- 
ber 28 (by G. C. Sibley’s report). Gamble, who joined the east- 
bound party (to get back to Missouri more quickly), learned from 
one trader that they had left New Mexico with $18,568 in silver, 
$182 in gold, 2,044 beaver furs (valued at $10,220), 630 animals 
(416 mules; 25 jacks & jennets; 189 horses) valued at $15,700. (The 
total figure: $44,670.) However, before reaching Walnut creek, 100 
head of the stock had stampeded and not been recovered. 

Ref: Gamble’s October 24, 1826, letter, in K. Gregg, op. cit., pp. 85, 112, 230, 256; 
Missouri Republican, St. Louis, October 24, 1825 (for accurate statistics), or, see, Nebraska 
Historical Society Publications, Lincoln, v. 20, p. 47. 
€ Gen. Henry Atkinson, Agent Benjamin O'Fallon, Capt. Bennet 
Riley, Lt. Samuel McRee, Lt. Jason Rogers, and 18 other persons 
were aboard the keelboat Antelope which left the Council Bluffs 
on October 7. 

Atkinson and O'Fallon were en route to St. Louis after serving since May 
as U. S. commissioners on a treaty-making mission to the upper Missouri In- 


dians. Their expedition (nine-keelboats, with a 476-man First, and Sixth in- 
fantry escort) had been active on the upper river from May 16 to Septem- 
ber 19; and the commissioners had concluded 12 treaties between May and 
October 6—the last three being made at Fort Atkinson. 


A journalist (name not established—quite possibly Lt. Samuel 
McRee) who recorded the expedition story, and the downriver 
trip of the Antelope in October, as well, included these comments 
relating to present Kansas. 

[Under date of October 12, as the keelboat passed along the northeast 
Kansas boundary, in the Doniphan-Atchison county area of today] 
proceeded at 9 o. c. at 11 saw a deer come into the water from the right 
bank, pursued it with the Antelope, came up with & succeeding in taking it 
after it was twice shot by Maj. O'Fallon, the deer had been driven into the 
water by a panther as appeared on examination the deer being wounded by 
the claw of the animal on the thighs & around the tail. Passed Cow Island 
at 5 & halted 2 miles below on the right [Kansas] bank for the night. Saw 
several Indians on the lower point of the Island & some 20 Horses. 

Thursday [October] 13th Proceeded at % past 5 & ran till 8 & came to 
on the right bank for breakfast—proceeded at % past 8, saw a party . . 
[of] Kansas on the right bank arrived at Curtis & Eley’s establishment _ 
1821-1822] at 12 0. c. Here we saw the [chief] white plume & several other 
Kansas Indians—proceeded at % past 12 passed the Kansas river [mouth] & 
arrived at Chateau’s place [Francis Chouteau’s Randolph Bluffs post—see 
1821-1822] at one o. c. & halted for dinner. F. Chateau had gone with his 
Father [Pierre Chouteau, Sr.] across to the Osage river. 
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The Antelope and its passengers, after various other stops on the 
way downstream, reached St. Louis on October 20. 

Ref: “Journal of the Atkinson-O’Fallon Expedition,” in North Dakota Historical Quar- 
terly, v. 4, pp. [5]-56 (p. 52 for quote above). 
@ With goods valued at $3,500, purchased from the Chouteaus’ 
Randolph Bluffs, Mo., post, Subagent Baronet Vasquez made the 
first annuity payment to the Kansa Indians late in the year. Accord- 
ing to Frederick Chouteau (reminiscing in 1880): 

[Vasquez] took the goods in my brothers’ [Francis G. and Cyp- 

rian’s] boat across the Missouri river and up to the yellow banks, just above 
where Wyandotte [Kansas City, Kan.] is. [They] . . . were landed ona 


sand-bar there. 

Ref: KHC, v. 8, p. 423. (Baronet Vasquez had accompanied Capt. Z. M. Pike on the 
1806 expedition as interpreter [see 1806]; and had traded with the Kansa since 1796 
[see last 1823 entry].) 
€ At St. Louis on November 7 the Shawnee Indians of Missouri, 
in a treaty with the United States (William Clark acting for the 
government), agreed to cede their land claims in Missouri (in the 
Cape Girardeau area) for (1) a tract equal to 50 miles square, 
west of that state within the bounds of the recent Osage cession— 
a tract which would also be for the use of the Ohio Shawnees (sub- 
ject to their agreement to move west); and (2) $14,000 as payment 
for improvements on the lands given up. 

The Missouri Shawnees were granted $11,000 to settle indemnity claims 
against white men; and the United States agreed to maintain a blacksmith 
among them for five years. Another treaty article provided that if, on examina- 
tion of the Osage-lands tract, the Shawnees were dissatisfied, then the govern- 
ment would “. . . assign to them an equal quantity of land, to be se- 
lected on the Kansas river, and laid off either south or north of that river, and 
west of the boundary of Missouri, not reserved or ceded to any other tribe.” 


The Indians chose a reserve which was bounded on the north 
by the Kansas river, bordered Missouri on the east for 28 miles, 
and extended west 120 miles. This tract (not fully described till 
the Shawnee-United States treaty of 1854) was estimated to contain 
1,600,000 acres. 

At the beginning of 1825 the Shawnees of Missouri were reported to number 
1,883 persons. (At the same time, the Ohio Shawnees were estimated at 800.) 
The movement of these first immigrant Indians into present Kansas began late 
in 1825; continued in 1826 (with accessions from Ohio, also); and extended 
as late as 1833 for the last of the Shawnee bands. 


Ref: Kappler, op. cit., v. 2, pp. 262-264; KHC, v. 8, p. 78, v. 9, pp. 162, 163; 18th 
Cong., 2d Sess., Ex. Papers No. 64-3 (Serial 116), or American State Papers: Indian Affairs, 
v. 2, p. 544, or Niles’ Weekly Register, v. 27 (February 15, 1825), p. 264 (for population 
figures, 1825); History of American Missions p. 540; 23d Cong., Ist Sess., Sen. 
Doe. 512, v. 3 (Serial 246), pp. 408, 409, 634, 635, 649, 650. 


@ As reported by Gen. Henry Atkinson and Agent Benjamin O’Fal- 








lo 
sO 


A'S 2. 





ve 
2a 


the 
196 


ri, 
he 
he 


re, 


ib- 


ont 


les, 


ber 
0.) 
late 
ded 


18th 


ition 
Sen. 





Kansas Berore 1854: A Revisep ANNALS 541 


lon (on November 23) the Grand Pawnees (estimated at 5,500 
souls; 1,100 warriors) and the Pawnee Loups (8,500 in all; 700 war- 
riors) were living on the Platte. The Republican Pawnees (1,250 
persons; 250 warriors) were situated on the Republican fork of the 
Kansas river. 

The return (for something like a decade, as indicated below) of 
the Republican Pawnees to the Kansas tributary named for them de- 
serves attention (which it has not previously had) for its probable 
connection with one, or the other, of the two known Pawnee Repub- 
lic village sites on the Republican river [i. e., the Republic county, 
Kan., and the Webster county, Neb., sites—see comment under 
1806]. These Indians dared to move southward in the 1820's be- 
cause their chief (Iskatappe) had made peace with the Kansa. 

When Pike visited the Republican Pawnees in 1806 their town was on the 
Republican river (where they had lived for sorne time—see 1793 for notes on 
their 18th century homes). When Sibley visited the Pawnees in 1811, the 
Republican band had moved northward and was sharing a new and uncom- 
pleted village on the Platte’s Loup Fork with the Grand Pawnees. (The 
latter, by Robert Stuart’s 1813 comment, had removed from the main Platte 
about 1809; and by Sibley’s statement the former had left the Republican 
about the same year.) Between 1811 and 1820, when O'Fallon (in May) 
and Long (in June) visited the Pawnee villages on the Platte’s Loup Fork, 
the Republican band had left the Grand Pawnees’ town, but their village was 
only a few miles distant. However, three years later (September, 1823) 
when Prince Paul of Wuerttemberg visited the Grand and Loup Pawnees (on 
the Loup Fork), he made only passing reference to the existence of the Re- 
publican Pawnees—and the inference is that they had already left that area 
(between 1820 and 1823) and were probably on the Republican where O’Fal- 
lon reported them to be in 1825 (as noted above). And, in fact, on Septem- 
ber 24, 1823, Louis Vasquez was licensed to trade with the Pawnees on “Re- 
public Fork.” 

When, in a letter of August 27, 1824, Agent O'Fallon advised 
Indian traders on locations, he stipulated: “ For the con- 
venience of the Panis Loups and Panis Republics all trade and inter- 
course will (for one year from the date of this) be confined to their 
two Dirt Villages one on the Loup fork of the River Platte & and 
the other on the Republican fork of the Kansas River. . 

Jedediah Smith’s (Ashley) party, en route to the mountains in 
the winter of 1825-1826, spent some time with the Republican 
Pawnees in early 1826 at their village on the Republican river 50 
miles south of the Platte. (See last 1825 annals entry for comment 
on Smith’s journey and the “Fremont-Gibbs-Smith” map which 
traces his route and shows the location of the Republican Pawnees’ 
village at that time. Also, see a segment of this map, facing p. 521.) 
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In a February, 1829, report on Indian affairs (by the secretary of 
war), it was stated of the Pawnees: 

There are four great bands of this tribe: the Pawnee Republicans, living on 
the Republican fork of the Kanzas, the Pawnee Loups, living on the Loup fork 
of the Platte, the Grand Pawnees, living on the main branch of the Platte, and 
the Pawnee Piques [the Wichitas and related tribes], living in Texas. 

Two years later a superintendency of Indian affairs, St. Louis report 
(November 28, 1831) referred to “the Grand Panis, Loup and Re- 
publican Panis.—At their present Dirt villages, two on the Loup 
fork of the Platte, and one on the Republican fork of the Kanzas.” 

Apparently before the Pawnee-United States treaty of October 9, 
1833, the Republican Pawnees again moved northward (though a 
trading license issued on April 15, 1834, still mentioned the locations 
noted above under 1831). In late 1834 the Rev. John Dunbar, 
missionary, wrote that the Grand Pawnees were on the south side 
of the Platte; the “Tapage and a part of the Republican band” were 
in a village on the north side of the Loup Fork, 30 miles above its 
mouth; and the other part of the Republican band was ina “little 
village four miles above the Tapage on the same stream.” Above 
them three miles was the Pawnee Loups’ town. 

Ref: 19th Cong., Ist Sess., House Doc. 117 (Serial 186), pp. 7, 8 (for 1825 report); 

The Bulletin of the Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis, v. 16, p. 25 (for item on the 
Republican Pawnee-Kansa peace treaty); for Sibley, see under 1811; K. A. Spaulding, ed., 
On the Oregon Troll . . . (c1953), pp. 155-157 (for Robert Stuart); for O’Fallon 
and Long in 1820, see 1820 entries; for Prince Paul, see under 1823; 18th Cong. 2d Sess., 
House Ex. Doc. 54 (Serial 115) for Vasquez; O’Fallon’s 1824 directive quoted by courtesy 
of Dale L. Morgan, who helpfully supplied this item from the Bancroft Library’s filmed 
copy of O’Fallon’s letterbook, 1822-1829; 20th Cong., 2d Sess., Sen. Doc. 72 (Serial 181), 
p. 103 (for 1829 report); 22d Cong., Ist Sess., Sen. Doc. 90 (Serial 213), p. 63 (for 1831 
report); 284 Cong., 2d Sess., House Ex. Doc. 97 (Serial 273) (for 1834 license to “Soub- 
lette and Campbell”); KHC, v. 11, p. 828 (for Dunbar); W. R. Wedel’s An Introduction to 
Kansas Archeology . . . (Washington, 1959), pp. 58-60 (for some comment on 
Pawnee Republic village sites). 
@ Jedediah Smith (William H. Ashley’s partner) led the company 
of about 60 Ashley-Smith men (with 160 horses and pack-mules; 
an outfit worth $20,000) which left St. Louis on November 1 for 
the Rocky mountains. Making this trip were such experienced 
hands as Jim Beckwourth (who later told a partially fanciful version 
of this journey), Louis Vasquez, Moses (“Black”) Harris, Hiram 
Scott, and A. G. Boone; as well as novice Robert Campbell. 

They crossed the Kansas near its mouth; bought beef at the Curtis 
& Eley post; proceeded up the north bank of the Kansas (camping 
for a time at, or near, the Kansa village, according to Beckwourth); 
and reached the Smoky Hill-Republican junction on January 1, 
1826 (as Robert Campbell recalled it, in 1870). The slow (two 


months’) journey from St. Louis to the present Fort Riley site was 
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probably due to shortage of food, and severe weather. According 
to Campbell they “. . . wintered all along the Republican Fork, 
and suffered very much for want of provisions.” A third of their 
mules died, and Smith sent back to St. Louis for others. (From 
Beckwourth’s account, he and “Black” Harris had this mission.) 
Up on the Republican they came to the dirt village of the Re- 
publican Pawnees (see preceding entry ); found the absent Indians’ 
cached corn; paid the Pawnees (on their return from a hunt) for 
what they took; and remained in the Indian town, apparently, till 
some time in March. Jedediah Smith and Robert Campbell were 
guests in Chief Iskatappe’s lodge. 

Leaving the Republican river, above the Indian village (which 
Campbell later said was 50 miles from the Platte), Smith’s company 
crossed to the Platte in two days of travel. Early in April William 
H. Ashley, coming up that river with supplies, overtook them at 
Grand Island. The expedition continued up the north side of the 
Platte to the forks, then on to South Pass via the North Platte and 
the Sweetwater. 

(A “lost” map by Jedediah Smith, which over a century ago was available 
to mapmaker George Gibbs, included a showing of his 1825-1826 journey up 
the Kansas-Republican-Platte rivers. Gibbs, using a “Fremont” printed map 
of 1845, copied thereon some data from Smith’s map, including the route of 
1825-1826 taken by the Smith-Ashley party to the Rockies, and the location 
of the Pawnee Republic village. A segment of the “Fremont-Gibbs-Smith” 
map showing the “Kansas” section is reproduced facing p. 521.) 


Ref: Robert Campbell’s 1870 dictation in the Bancroft Library, made available for 
use and quoting by courtesy of Dale L. Morgan (of the Bancroft Library) to whom a 
special debt of gratitude is due for the opportunity to include this “new” chapter of Kansas- 
Republican river history in the Annals; Dale L. Morgan and Carl I. Wheat, Jedediah Smith 
and his Maps of the American West (San Francisco, 1954), pp. 56, 57, and the “Fremont- 
Gibbs-Smith” map (folded, in back pocket); Dale L. Morgan’s Jedediah Smith . . 
pp. 175, 331, 408; Bonner, op. cit., pp. 23-32. Campbell made no reference in his ont, 
lections to passing the Kansa village, but the Kansa played a part in Beckwourth’s account. 


(Part Five Will Appear in the Spring, 1962, Issue.) 









































Some Notes on Kansas Cowtown Police Officers 
and Gun Fighters—Continued 


Nyzz H. Mituer AND fosEPpH W. SNELL 


MATHER, DAVE 
(1845?- ) 

YSTERIOUS Dave Mather was one of many colorful frontier 

characters who found themselves equally comfortable on 

either side of the line dividing lawlessness from order. Of course, 
there is a possibility that some of the early reports of Mysterious 
Dave, especially those which mentioned no last name, were not 

; the Mather of Dodge City fame. 

The first time the name “Mysterious Dave” appeared in the Dodge 
City newspapers was January 7, 1879, when the Ford County Globe 
reported that “Dutch Henry was at Trinidad in company with 
, Mysterious Dave and others. . . .” [This article, com- 
f plete, was reprinted in the section on W. B. Masterson.] Was this 
Dave Mather or some other David? 

On March 9, 1880, the Globe, copying from the Las Vegas 
(N. M.), Optic, said that James Allen, who had shot and killed one 
James Morehead in that New Mexican town, “was arrested by 
Officer Dave Mather, the writer accompanying him into the dining 
room, where Allen was found quietly preparing the tables for 
dinner.” Was this the “Mysterious” Dave Mather? 

A few weeks later, on April 27, 1880, the Globe mentioned that 
Mysterious Dave, along with Charley Bassett and two other pros- 
pectors, had left Dodge City “in search of ‘greener fields and pas- 
tures new.” The Dodge City Times, May 1, 1880, left no doubt 
that this was the Dodge City character, the subject of this sketch: 
“Chas E. Bassett, ‘Mysterious Dave’ Mather and two others left 
Saturday, in a wagon well equipped, for the Gunnison country.” 

On November 16, 1880, the Globe again copied an article from 
the Las Vegas Optic, this time about an escape from the city jail. 
The Optic, November 10, had ended its article with this statement: 
“The friends who assisted in the escape are the dreaded gang of 


Nyte H. Mrcver and JosepH W. SNELL are members of the staff of the Kansas State 
Historical Society. 


Note: These articles on Kansas cowtown officers and gun fighters, with additional 
information and an index, are expected to be reprinted and offered for sale under one cover, 
upon completion of the os omles in the Quarterly. 


© Nyle H. Miller and Joseph W. Snell, 1961. 
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killers’ who infested Las Vegas last winter and made times lively 
for newspaper reporters. Dave Rudabaugh, “Mysterious Dave,’ 
‘Little Allen,’ Bennett and others . . . are known to be the most 
desperate men on the plains.” The Dodge City Times, November 
20, 1880, repeated the gist of the statement, adding, however, no 
last name for “Mysterious Dave.” 

A man with that appellation was in Texas in March, 1883. In a 
letter to Kansas Gov. G. W. Glick, a Texan had this question con- 
cerning Mysterious Dave: 

MancuHaco TEXAS March 29 83 
His ExceLLENcy GOVERNOR OF KANSAS 

is there any reward offered by your State for a man is a desperado and 
gambler goes under the name of Mysterious Dave I have been told he is 
wanted in Kansas for Murder I do not know his real name but I can get him 
at any time please answer if he is wanted address 

J C Marti 
Manchaco 
Travis co 
Texas 


The letter and Governor Glick’s answer are both on file in the 

archives of the Kansas State Historical Society: 
April 2-nd, 1883. 
J. C. Martin, Esgq., 
Manchaco, Texas. 
Dear Sir: 

Your letter of March 25-th [sic], inquiring whether the Governor of the 
state of Kansas offered any reward for a murderer whom you call “Mysterious 
Dave,” is at hand. I have no information upon that subject. If I could learn 
the name of the individual, something might be learned in relation to the 
matter. 

I am sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
G. W. Guick 


The compilers of this sketch do not have sufficient information at 
hand to attempt to say whether all of these persons were the same 
Mysterious Dave. However, Mysterious Dave Mather of Dodge 
City notoriety was, according to the Ford County Globe, June 5, 
1888, appointed assistant marshal of that Kansas cowtown about 
June 1, 1883. Dave's salary was $75 per month but on July 6, 1883, 
the city council raised his pay to $125. The marshal, Jack Bridges, 
received $150 under the new pay scale. At the end of the cattle 
season both salaries were dropped to $100. 

The appointment of Mather to the police force did not meet 
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with universal approval. One disturbed Dodgeite wrote this letter 
to Gov. G. W. Glick: 


June 30th 1883 
To 
Governor GLICK 

From J. De Grass of Dodge City Kansas 
Dr Sir I write to you for protection which is due every Citizen of the 

U. S. I applied to the Justice here for a warrant to arrest a man and also 
called on an Officer for Assistance and he Cooly told me he would put me in 
the Lock up if I spoke of the Affair again. I was assaulted and abused on the 
Public Streets because I was not a Blackleg and gambler by the Officer and 
one of his Subordinate’s They are running this town and a Decent Family 
Cannot be Tolerated by them or their Minions the aforesaid officer was 
taken from a Cold Deck Table and made Assistant Marshal inside of a few 
hours and no question’s asked. I am a Stranger here only been here 6 week’s 
but came to Settle and try to gain an Honest living for my Wife and Children 
I have been threatened and my Liberty has been Intimidated by a man who 
should give us their assistance and the other man has been held up to the public 
as a hero because he has the reputation of being a bad man and he has done 
his Man as they term it here the Town is being run by such a Class and the 
State of Kansas or anyone does not say Boo. I sincerely trust that you will give 
me your assistance or at least take some Steps to allow me to protect myself if 
only my Life as he has already Killed one Man in Cold Blood and got out of 
it and I am in danger of my Life here hoping to hear from you I Remain 
Your 

Obedient Sevt. 

James De Grass 

Dodge City 
Kans, 
P. S, the man that Struck me had a gun in his pocket at the time and I was 

not armed as J never carry Arms. he is around the Town now and I am sick 
in Bed with the Doctor’s attending me.? 


Assistant Marshal Mather’s first newspaper appearance by office 
and name—though misspelled—added no lustre to his career. The 
role he played was of a minor nature. The Ford County Globe, 
September 25, 1883, reported: 

THE CITY vs. JOHN SHERIDAN. 

About a week ago our city attorney filed a complaint against John Sheridan, 
charging him with vagrancy, which came before Police Judge Bobby Burns. 
The case was called and considerable evidence was offered to show that John 
Sheridan had visible means of support, and that he had employment at the 
very time he was charged with vagrancy. It was also in evidence that Sheridan 
had been a gambler and had paid his monthly tax for that privilege; that on or 
before the first day of September he notified the city marshal that after the 
first of said month he would no longer follow the profession of gambling and 
hence could not be called on to pay a tax to the city, as he had found other 
employment. He was legitimately employed by Spencer & Drew to take 
charge of a certain shipment of cattle from here to Kansas City; he made one 
trip and returned to Dodge and arranged for another trip. 
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While he was waiting for the time to roll around for this second shipment 
of stock, he was arrested and brought before the city extortion mill and fined ten 
dollars and costs, amounting to $25.60. He refused to pay the fine and costs 
and was jailed,—placed in the county jail and locked up in a cell with a darkey; 
finding that the only relief he could get would be to pay the fine and costs, 
he did so and was released. In connection with the above facts we desire to 
say that the only evidence against this man was assistant marshal Dave 
Mathews, who testified that he was “loitering about saloons and had no em- 
ployment or means of support so far as he knew,” or against positive evidence, 
not only of ready means at his command for his support, but that he was ac- 
tually employed in a legitimate avocation of life, and in no sense a vagrant, 
as charged. But the court held that he was a vagrant and that he must shell 
out or go to jail. This is reform with a vengeance. If a gambler gives notice 
that his game is closed, and that his employment is to be changed, and it is 
actually done, what right has a court to declare a fellow mortal a vagrant, a 
tramp, or anything else they failed to prove him to be. What can be the 
motive of these exalted dispensers of justice? 


In addition to being on the city police force, Mysterious Dave 
also served as a deputy under Sheriff Patrick F. Sughrue. It was 
in this capacity that Dave took a small posse to Coolidge on Septem- 
ber 29 in search of train robbers. The Dodge City Times, October 
4, 1883, reported the incident: 

TRAIN ROBBERS 
ATTEMPT TO Ros THE CANNON BALL aT COOLIDGE, 
ENGINEER JoHN Hitton KitLEpD—FimeEMAN GeorGE FapeL Bapity WouNDED. 

Saturday morning Dodge was thrown into a high pitch of excitement by a 
report that a gang of roughs had attempted to rob the westward bound cannon 
ball at Coolidge that morning, and that engineer Hilton and fireman Fadel were 
killed. 

It was soon learned that John Hilton was dead and his body at the Fireman’s 
Hall, and George Fadel was at Coolidge badly wounded, and dying. A short 
time after he was reported dead, but we are glad to say that he is still alive 
and will undoubtedly recover, 

The cannon ball in charge of conductor Greeley and engineer Hilton pulled 
into Coolidge shortly before one o'clock. After standing some ten minutes three 
masked men, heavily armed, appeared upon the platform, and while two of them 
attacked the express car one of them mounted the engine. One of them ordered 
Hilton to “pull out,” and at the same instant sent a ball through his heart. The 
next instant he placed his pistol almost against George Fadel’s face and fired, 
the ball going in the cheek and coming out of the neck. The express messenger, 
Peterson, promptly returned the fire into his car and repulsed the robber; 
several shots were then fired at the conductor, when the villains withdrew. 

Dave Mather, of this city, was speedily notified to gather a posse and start 
in pursuit, which he did, leaving here about 4 o'clock a. m. on a special train. 
Another special from the west brought Sheriff Parsons and deputies from Bent 
county, Colo., into Coolidge about the same time. Acting in concert with Sheriff 
Parsons, Mather arrested two men during the day, Luny and 
Chambers, and the next morning Dean and Harry Donnelly were ar- 
rested at Garden City and brought down on the cannon ball, and Jodged in jail. 
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Engineer Hilton’s body reached the city on the train he ran from La Junta to 
Coolidge, and Fadel was taken to the hotel in Coolidge, where he remained 
until Tuesday, when he was brought to his brother’s residence in this city, 
Upon his arrival here a Tomes representative obtained from him the following 
account of the shooting: 

The train arrived at Coolidge on time and laid there some six or eight min- 
utes, the time being occupied by Hilton and himself in oiling the engine, Hilton 
on the right and he on the left. This brought him next to the platform, and when 
nearly done his attention was drawn to a man standing on the platform by the 
side of the tender. This man had his hat pulled well down over his face, and as 
Fadel got on the cab he followed, Hilton being already up. 

At this instant Hilton had his hand on the lever about to start, in response 
to the signal already given by Conductor Greeley. The stranger had a pistol 
now in each hand, and pointing one at Hilton ordered him to “pull out,” at 
the same moment firing, and Hilton fell, realing backwards and falling in the 
gangway. Almost simultaneously he fired from the other revolver at Fadel, 
who fell by the side of Hilton, He lay for a few moments insensible, and then 
regaining consciousness attempted to revive poor Hilton, who was dead, having 
been shot through the heart, the ball going in the shoulder and coming out the 
side. Fadel was shot in the cheek, the ball passing by the base of the ear and 
out the back of the head. 

Of the four prisoners now in jail it is thought that at least two were im- 
plicated in the shooting, and the others were present to aid, But of course no 
investigation can be had until Fadel has recovered sufficiently to take the 
stand, as he thinks he can positively identify the man who did the shooting.® 


The four suspected train robbers were tried and freed in short 
order. Notice of their trial and dismissal appeared in the Ford 
County Globe, October 9, 1883: 


THE COOLIDGE TRAIN ROBBERS. 

Judge Cook’s court was in session each day since last Monday, before whom 
were arraigned four parties brought here charged with complicity in the at- 
tempted train robbery at Coolidge a week ago Friday night. The names of 
the individuals are Mack Dean, Harry Doneley, Lon Chambers and Jim Looney. 
County Attorney J. T. Whitelaw prosecuting, and H. E. Gryden defending three 
of the prisoners, and E. D. Swan the other. The case has been continued from 
day to day and but little evidence has been developed up to Saturday as to 
who the real parties were in this drama. The cases were again called yesterday 
and dismissed for want of evidence. 


About the middle of November, 1883, Mather journeyed to Texas 
after William Byrd, an accused cattle thief out on bond who had 
failed to appear when summoned before court. Byrd’s Dodge City 
bondsmen sent Mysterious Dave after him, but, if the Ford County 
Globe, November 20, 1883, were correct, Dave was not too anxious 
to capture his man: 

WILL THE “BYRD” RETURN? 


Just now a great effort is being put forth by the bondsmen of Wm. M. 
Byrd, charged with cattle stealing, to have him returned and again incarcerated 
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in our jail in order that he may be here when the next term of court convenes, 
in February next, as it is feared he may again fail to put in an appearance 
when his case is called for trial the second time. If this question is to be left 
with Byrd himself, we do not hesitate in saying as we did before, “he will not 
be here.” But as an officer has been dispatched for him, armed with a requisi- 
tion from the Governor of this State to the Governor of Texas, it is generally 
supposed that he will be brought back,—that is he might have been had the 
officer that was sent for him kept himself and business out of print. But as soon 
as he arrived at Kansas City an associated press dispatch is made up for the 
Kansas City Times,—it being the only paper that published it—purporting to 
have been sent from Austin, Texas, and to the effect that Dave Mathews, of 
Dodge City, had arrived in that city with a requisition on the Governor of that 
state for the arrest of Wm. M. Byrd, a notorious cattle thief, and that he had 
his man, etc. The peculiarity of this special to the Times is that Mathews 
was in Kansas City on the very day when the supposed special came from 
Austin. 

Why this was done is not known to us. It certainly would not have been 
done by an ordinarily cautious and prudent officer before he had his man 
secure, as it might give him the very information he would not care to have 
him receive, to-wit: That an officer was after him, and thus give him another 
chance for his freedom. On the other hand if the officer wanted to impart 
such information, this was an excellent method to resort to. The question is 
daily asked us “will Mathews get his man?” Not under such broad-gauged 
tracks that he is making in his questionable efforts in endeavoring to secure 
him. We haven't the slightest hesitancy in saying that we don’t believe that 


Wm. M. Byrd will ever come back, and more particularly with Dave Mathews; 
so Byrd’s bondsmen must content themselves with Mathews’ return. 


On November 27, 1883, The Globe was able to confirm its own 
prediction: “Dave Mathews returned home yesterday from his trip 
to Texas, but minus the ‘Byrd,’ who is stili in the bush. We said 
He Wovu tp return without him, and so he did.” ¢ 

Byrd did not escape completely, however, for in June, 1884, 
Sheriff Pat Sughrue “found his man” at Fort Worth and returned 
him to Dodge for trial.® 

A more favorable report of Mysterious Dave’s activities appeared 
in the Dodge City Times, December 27, 1883: 

Patsey Barrett, the boy enticed from his home in Topeka, by Crider, alias 
Hull, was returned to his brother, who furnished transportation for the boy. 
Assistant Marshal Dave Mather is entitled to a good deal of credit for the 


feeling and interest shown in this case, and his exhibition of humanity will 
certainly weigh considerably in his favor. 


On January 5, 1884, the Dodge City Democrat reported that 
Mysterious Dave had thwarted a break from the county jail: 


Chas. Ellsworth, the accomplished young horsethief and jail breaker, was 
on Thursday morning discovered by deputy sheriff Mathers in possession of a 
vial of aqua fortis and a small saw. Dave, prying his detective nose further 
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into the matter, discovered that the vial of strong-water was purchased by a 
female resident of the court house from Gallagher’s drug store. Dave will 
probably reconstruct matters about the bastile? 

In February Dave ran for constable of Dodge township. The 
election was held on February 5 and he was defeated by Nelson 
Cary and O. D. Wilson, thus placing third in the field of five.® 

Dodge City’s annual municipal election was held April 7, 1884, 
and George M. Hoover was elected mayor over George S. Emer- 
son by a large majority. The new city council met in special ses- 
sion on April 10 and approved Mayor Hoover’s appointments to 
the police force. William M. Tilghman replaced Jack Bridges as 
city marshal and Thomas C, Nixon assumed Mysterious Dave’s post 
as assistant. No policemen were appointed.” 

Dave still held his deputy sheriff's appointment, however, for on 
June 4 “A man named Frank Denson stole a mule from S. O. Aubery, 
in this city on Wednesday, and took it to Lakin and sold it. Dep- 
uties Mike Sughrue and Dave Mather captured the thief at Cimar- 
ron. Judge Cook held him in $1,000 for trial, and he is now in jail.” 
On June 28, 1884, the Dodge City Democrat stated further that 
Dave, as deputy sheriff, had accompanied three other officers who 
were taking prisoners to the state penitentiary.® 

On the night of July 18, 1884, the new assistant marshal took a 
pot shot at the old assistant marshal. The Democrat reported the 
incident on July 19: 

ANOTHER SHOOTING. 

About 9 o'clock last night the city was thrown into considerable excitement 
by the report that Deputy Marshal Thos. Nixon had shot ex-Marshal Dave 
Mather. Investigation showed that Nixon had fired one shot from his six-shooter 
at Mather from the foot of the Opera House stairs, Mather at the time stand- 
ing at the head of the stairs. The bullet went wild, and struck in the woodwork 
of the porch. Mather’s face was considerably powder bumed, and the little 
finger of his left hand was injured by a splinter. The shooting was the result 
of an old feud, and as both men tell different stories about the shooting, and 
there were no witnesses, it is impossible to state who provoked the quarrel. 
Sheriff Sughrue promptly disarmed Nixon and he was taken to jail. Mather 
claims to have been unarmed, while Nixon claims Dave reached for his gun 
before he attempted to draw his own. Mather says he will make no complaint, 
but from all appearances the end is not yet. 

Nixon gave bonds before Judge Cook in the sum of $800 for his appearance 
at the next term of court. The charge is assault with intent to kill. 

Three days later Nixon was dead, shot by Mysterious Dave. The 
Globe Live Stock Journal, July 22, 1884, reported the homicide: 
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THE MURDER. 
Ass’Tr. MarsHaL THomMas Nrxon Kittep By Dave MATHERS. 

At about 10 o'clock last evening, while assistant Marshal Thos. Nixon was 
on duty at the comer of Front street and First Avenue, Mysterious Dave, 
(Dave Mathers), who keeps a saloon in the Opera House, came down stairs 
and deliberately shot him through. 

The facts as near as we could learn are as follows: Mathers came down 
the stairs from his saloon and on his arrival at the foot he called to Nixon 
who was standing at the comer, and as Nixon turned around Mather com- 
menced shooting at him, firing four shots, two of them striking him in the right 
side, one in the left side and one passed through the left nipple, killing him 
instantly. 

Mather was immediately disarmed and lodged in jail. A cow boy, whose 
name we could not learn, was hit in the leg and severely wounded by a ball 
that had passed through Nixon’s body. 

Thomas Nixon was one of the oldest citizens of our city, coming here years 
ago to hunt the buffalo. He was made assistant marshal at the election last 
spring and has been an officer in our city off and on for several years, being 
once city marshal. He was well liked by all who knew him and a vast number 
of friends will miss Tom from his accustomed beat on front street. He leaves 
a wife and two children to mourn the loss of a loving husband and kind father. 

Of Dave Mather we have but little to say. He is known at Las Vegas and 
wherever he has been as a dangerous man to have a quarrel with, He was 
once assistant marshal in this city, up to last spring when Tom Nixon took his 
place. While constable at Las Vegas, he killed several men, and killed his 
man while in a quarrel at Mobeetie, some time ago. After he had killed Nixon 
he said “I ought to have killed him six months ago,” and as they had not 
been on good terms for a long time it is supposed that it was the result of an 
old feud.® 


The preliminary examination of Mather was held July 31, the 
Globe Live Stock Journal, August 5, 1884, reported: 


THE MATHER MURDER CASE. 

The case of the State of Kansas vs, Dave Mather, who shot and killed 
Assistant Marshal Tom Nixon in this city on the night of July 2st, on pre- 
liminary examination was called up before Justice [W. H.] LyBrand. County 
[city] attorney H. E. Gryden prosecuted and Messrs. [T. S.] Haun, [E. D.] 
Swan and [M. W.] Sutton appeared for the defense. Considerable sparring 
and cross-firing was indulged in by the attorneys present on sundry motions, 
such as the separation of witnesses on the part of the state, which of course was 
all proper enough, but when it came to a similar treatment of witnesses for the 
defense the attorneys for the prosecution were astonished to find that there 
were no witnesses docketed for the defense and it was further claimed that 
possibly they would have none, yet desired to reserve the right to call a dozen 
or more should they need them. The court decided the question by ordering 
the witnesses for the state to be called and swom, after which they were to be 
separated; the defense was not compelled to present their witnesses at this 
stage of the proceeding. 
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Just before the evidence on the part of the state was introduced county 
attorney [J. T.] Whitelaw was upon his feet and appealed to the court that 
all newspaper reporters be excluded from the room. He was afraid to have the 
testimony go abroad for the flimsey pretext that the reading of the same would 
so bias and prejudice the minds of the people of the county against the de- 
fendant, Mather, that it would be impossible to get an impartial jury in the 
county on the final trial of the case; that unless they would promise not to re- 
port the evidence he would move their expulsion from the court room. This 
was certainly an unwarranted as well as unheard of procedure on the part of 
the high functionary who claims to be the prosecuting attorney. 

But he was met by the only representative of the press present, and by one 
that had seen this gag rule enforced by border ruffians during the early period 
of Kansas history, when Missourians made our laws as well as our law officers, 
the same being the Hon. John Speer, who at present is managing the Cow-boy, 
and to whom we are indebted for the full and complete testimony. He in- 
formed the court that it was a simple duty he owed to his employer, Col. 
[S. S.] Prouty and the readers of the Cow-boy that caused him to be there, and 
no selfish desire of his own. He knew not what other representatives of the 
press might be there and within the hearing of his voice, who perhaps desired 
the same facts that he himself was seeking. The Grose, he said, had made 
a promise that it would have a full and complete report of the proceedings, 
and as present manager of the Cow-boy, he did not propose to be outwitted 
in this matter. The court promptly sat down on Mr. County Attomey by al- 
lowing the reporters to retain their seats. (Applause in the gallery.) 

The following witnesses were sworn: Dr, [C. A.] Milton, Fred Boyd, Bud 
Gohins, H. V. Cook, Andrew Faulkner, and Archie Franklin. 

Dr. Milton was the first witness called. He stated, in reply to interrogatories, 
that he practiced about two and a half years in Ford County, and was a grad- 
uate of Rush Medical College, Chicago. He had examined the body of Mr. 
Nixon. He found seven wounds and one ball under the skin, which showed 
four shots in the body. The examination was not thorough enough to make a 
definite statement. Some things he could state positively and others only to the 
best of his knowledge. 

I found a ball lodged in the skin of the body under upper portion of right 
arm. Probably all fatal—three certainly; the one which came out near the 
nipple must have passed through the heart and been instantly fatal. He did 
not anticipate answering minutely as a witness or he should have made a post 
mortem. Made examination about ten o’clock of next day after he was shot, 
July 22d. 

Mr. Boyd sworn: 

On the night of the 22d he was in the opera house. I was there at the time 
of the shooting of Thomas Nixon. I did not see the deceased when he was 
shot, I saw his back. I was about 8 rods and 10 feet distant. When I first 
noticed him he was standing talking, and I heard his name called—Tom. I 
looked around, He was standing leaning against the east door looking in to the 
right—against the north door. He had his left hand on his hip—the right hand 
against the door. Here he described his position as looking into the door at 
the game. Immediately the report of a revolver followed. Nixon exclaimed 
“Oh! I am shot” or “Oh! I am killed.” I think he said I am killed. He tumed 
before the revolver was fired. There was nothing in either of his hands as I 
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could see. Nixon fell immediately on the first fire, and there were three shots 
in quick succession, He fell to the ground before the last three shots were 
fired. Tom Nixon neither drew nor attempted to draw any weapons. When 
he fell he was out of my sight I did not see the party who fired at the time; but 
I did some time before. 

Cross examined: 

I was standing south of center of the gambling table towards the door at 
the time of the shooting. I had stood there five or ten minutes—perhaps not 
over five. Al Rudy was standing with me. We had just met as I heard the 
name “Tom” called. I came from the oil-house, there. I did not discover 
Nixon till his name was called. I can’t say how long he stood there. I don’t 
know where or from what direction he came there. The first call “Tom,” Nixon 
did nothing—he was called twice—at the second call he tumed around. Here 
he described his left hand behind his back—right hand elevated and elbow 
crooked. He turned to the right. On first shot he turned around outside of the 
door from where he was standing. It wasn’t over a breath from when he turned 
around till I heard the second shot. I did not see his back then. As he tumed 
around I just got a glimpse of his back, and then he was out of sight. Yes, I 
said the other three shots immediately followed the first. I did not see Nixon 
when he fell. He fell immediately after the first shot. I heard him fall. It was 
after first shot he said “I’m killed;” when I heard that I moved ten or fifteen feet 
north toward the restaurant door, and remained 10 or 15 minutes. I swear 
positively I saw Tom at the door before any shot was fired—I am positive 
I cannot be mistaken—I swear positively, 

Andrew Faulkner swom: 

I was in Dodge City on the night of the 22d July. I was at the opera 
house, sitting outside of the saloon. I was at the head of the stairs of the opera 
house the time Tom Nixon was killed. I did not see him until after the first shot 
was fired. I saw him a second or two afterwards—did not know who it was— 
but found afterwards it was Tom Nixon. He was lying down when I saw 
him at the east door of the house. I could not see the whole body. I only 
saw one man around him that I know—took him to be Dave Mather. He was 
four or five feet from Nixon—this defendant here was the man I took him to 
be. When I first saw him he was standing with a revolver in his hand pointed 
downward, and afterwards I herd three reports of a revolver. Mather after 
the shooting, walked to the foot of the stairs and came up the steps. I recog- 
nized him, and it was Dave Mather. He had a revolver in his right hand as 
he was going up the stairs. There were four shots fired. I walked right down 
afterwards and looked at the dead man, he was Tom Nixon. 

Cross examined: 

Yes, I saw his body lying on the side walk. That was after the first shot, 
The man’s head lay upon the door step, his feet out to the sidewalk. I saw 
his body at first from his feet to here (the witness putting his hand on his 
waist) I was standing at the head of the stairs against the banister looking into 
the window. When I first looked at the body it had not been moved. He 
was lying on his right side, and back, his feet due east or a little north of east. 

(At this point the court adjourned to the residence of Mr. Cook, who was 
sick. ) 

[H. V. Cook] Sworn: I was at the opera house the night Tom Nixon was 
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killed. Tom Nixon was close to the east door walking up to it. I saw Dave 
Mather. I saw Tom Nixon when the defendant shot him. Defendant said 
“Oh, Tom” immediately preceding the shooting Nixon was then walking toward 
the door of the saloon—the east door. He tumed to the right when Mather 
spoke to him. As he wheeled Mather shot. When Mather shot him I did 
not see anything unusual in Nixons hands and he had nothing in his hands 
after he fell. He made no demonstration I could see, He fired four shots at 
Nixon. When he fired the three last shots Nixon was lying on the floor. He 
fell immediately on his firing the first shot. He advanced as he fired the three 
last shots till he came within four feet of Nixon. Mather then left. I think he 
went up stairs—at least I saw a person go up I took to be him. Tom Nixon 
came from the north to the door. 

Cross examined: 

The exact locality where I stood was on the east edge of the sidewalk. I 
did not stand there; I moved this way (north) probably got ahead 12 feet 
when the last shot was fired. Nixon was not leaning up against the door, he 
was walking and tumed. Nixon was struggling a little when he got the last 
three shots. He fell on his left side and back. His feet were north east, on 
left side, struggling. Nixon was 18 inches or two feet from the door when he 
received the first shot. The last three shots after he was down. He did not 
step up and lean against the door before he was shot. Mather was 10 or 12 feet 
north from the place where he first shot. 

Re-examined by State. 

He fell on his left side and back, I am not positive—it might have been the 
reverse. It is possible he might have leaned against the door, but he must 
have done it quick, if so, and when I was not noticing him. I did not hear 
Nixon speak at all after he was shot. 

Re-crossed-examined : 

It was a very short time he leaned against the door if at all. He might 
have been. I saw one shot fired, and passed on, but stopped when I heard the 
other. I did see him lean against the door when the first shot was fired. He 
was now about 12 feet distant. 

Adjourned to restaurant, to take the testimony of Archie Franklin, the cow- 
boy who was shot accidentally by one of the balls, and was unable to appear 
in court. This witness was found in bed and is stil] suffering pretty severely. 

Archie Franklin swom: 

The night Tom Nixon was shot I was standing leaning up against one of 
those upright pieces that hold the portico at the opera house. I had been there 
about 10 minutes. A young fellow of the name of Bud Gohins was standing 
with Tom Nixon was a little north of me—he was walking along. I couldn't 
say he was facing north or facing the man that fired at him. He was making no 
demonstrations of any kind towards defendant when first shot was fired. Both 
spoke but I did not understand either one. Mather fired four shots. Nixon 
did not fall after the first shot. He fell between the second and third shots. 
The second shot hit me. Mather advanced after the first shot was fired. I 
could not say he shot him after the first shot. Mather told him before he shot 
that he was going to kill him. That was before the first shot was fired, and he 
immediately commenced to fire. Nixon had no weapon of any kind at that time. 
He made no effort to get his gun that I saw. 

Cross examined: 
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I first saw Mr. Nixon that night at the dance hall, over here. The next time 
I saw him was right down at the comer where the shooting was done. I went 
with him from the dance hall to Wright & Beverlys. Then I sat down. He 
sat down. We sat together 15 or 10 minutes, Potter came along the man I 
was working for, and we got some money from him, and walked down the 
street together. I next saw Nixon at the corner where the shooting was. We 
came from the west, and when he was shot he was coming from the west. 
When he was on the corner Mr. Nixon came down to that comer. As I got 
a little east past the door, he, Mather, came walking around the comer before 
I heard them exchange any words. Mather was then at the foot of the stairs. 
Tom advanced about two steps toward Mather, and Mather towards him, and 
then he commenced shooting. He told him just before he shot, that he was 
going to kill him. I cannot tell exactly what, but he didn’t say he would “go 
him one,” I will swear to that. I wouldn’t swear to the part I did not under- 
stand. I don’t swear he did not say he would go him one, in that part I did not 
understand, The exact words were, he would kill him, I kind of think he 
said “you have lived long enough,” but I do not know it well enough to swear 
to it. Mather spoke first. I can’t tell how many were there. I was leaning 
against a sidewalk post, about the center of the walk going north and south. 
Bud Gohens stood right beside me. There was no man on the east of the side 
walk near me. There might have been after the shooting commenced, I should 
judge Nixon was about five feet from the door. 


It is not probable Nixon could have leaned up against the door without 
me seeing him, he fell right by the door, could not say which side, 

Bat Masterson sworn: 

I was among the first to get to the body of Nixon after he was killed. I 
think I was the first to take hold of him. He was lying on his right side and 
back, and had his feet to the northeast, his head southwest, his left hand down 
by his left leg, his right hand up. That was just a minute after the last shot 
was fired. He had his revolver on him. He was lying on it. It was partially 
drawn out. He had no other weapons that I saw. 

Cross-examination. 

He had a leather scabbard made for a short Colt’s revolver, heavy leather. 
The revolver was put in with the handle reversed. His legs from the knee down 
were slightly drawn up. His head lay on the door sill: 

P. F. Sughrue swom: 

I was the officer that arrested the defendant. It was a Colt’s 42 that he 
shot Nixon with. 

Cross-examination. 

I did not see the pistol at the time it was being shot. I did not see the 
shooting. 

The defense offered no testimony. 

After a long discussion on the question of admitting the prisoner to bail, 
the court over-ruled the motion and remanded the prisoner to jail for trial in 
the district court.1° 


The Topeka Commonwealth, August 8, 1884, included some ob- 
servations on the defendant in its description of the examination: 
The prisoner was brought in by Sheriff Sughrue, and as he was seated by 








556 Kansas HisTorRICAL QUARTERLY 


the side of THz ComMONWEALTH reporter, we had a good opportunity of ob- 
serving his demeanor, He was calm and collected, and being unrestrained, the 
best observer of human nature could not have selected him as the man whose 
life was in jeopardy. He is known to the plains men as “Mysterious Dave,” 
was born in Connecticut, and claims to be a lineal descendant of Cotton Mather, 
He has been a resident of Dodge City, off and on, for several years, and has 
served both as Marshal and Assistant Marshal of the city. He has acted in 
similar capacities at other pioneer cities and mining camps, and is reported 
to have killed several men, but I could not hear that the charge was made 
that he had ever before killed a man except in the discharge of his duties. 
It is said that at Las Vegas he came near hanging by a mob and was saved 
greatly through the instrumentality of a present citizen of Dodge City. 

The firm of Mather & Black formerly ran a dance hall in the opera house, which 
was suppressed, and he laid its suppression to Nixon. Nixon was an old citizen 
of Dodge, a buffalo hunter before the city had “a local habitation or a name,” 
and had quite a number of men in his employ. Though rough, he is generally 
spoken of as a warm-hearted man and had many friends here. 

During the trial, Mather sat quietly and apparently little concerned, whittling 
the edge of his chair, but to a close observer evidently taking every word. 
Observing a reporter of Taz ComMONWEALTH present, he turned and advised 
us to give him a fair show when the other side of the story came to be told. 
This remark was made in an as nonchalant a manner as if we had been report- 
ing the [recent] bull fight. 


The Dodge City Kansas Cowboy, August 16, 1884, made some 
comparisons between the Mathers, Dodge City Dave, and his noted 
kin, Cotton: 

THE MATHER FAMILY. 

“Since Dave got the drop on his man,” his great-great-great-several-times- 
great-grandfather, old Cotton Mather, has become a person of historical in- 
terest. As soon as he told us who he was, we knew his family. Old Cotton 
is dead, or ought to be by this time. He was an eminent divine of New Eng- 
land, and was very active in putting down witchcraft at Salem in 1692, and 
wrote a book on witchcraft, in which he proved conclusively there were numer- 
ous and divers witches around Salem who were doing more deviltry than his 
descendant, Dave, ever did in Dodge City, or in the “great boundless west.” 
He was, however, a man of great influence, piety, and usefulness, and with 
remarkable industry, wrote 382 works. His Essay to do Good was among his 
best, and was highly commended by Benjamin Franklin, In his witchcraft 
works, he claimed that persons possessed as well as devils, were familiar with 
foreign and dead languages without classical education. Spiritualists claim 
the same in regard to mediums to-day, but David and his contemporaries show 
no disposition to hang them; but when a man got “possessed” in Dodge Dave 
pulled his little gun, and put an end to him. 

We do not know whether old Cotton was so much to blame for hanging the 
witches as most people imagine at this day. It was a strange infatuation. 
But it must be remembered that Sir Mathew Hale, one of the greatest jurists 
and purest of men, tried witches and even Blackstone said that to deny their 
existence was to deny revelation. For ought we know there may be witches 
in Dodge, for one of old Cotton’s arguments in favor of witchcraft we see all 
around us, that people act queerly and seem to be possessed of spirits, and 
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speak if not in dead in devilish languages. We have seen the witches of 
night around us with more devils in them than Mary Magdalena, and some 
of them look as pretty as the original Mary, when she donned her new hat and 
red stockings. in the afternoon and evenings they seem more “possessed” 
with spirits than any other period, unless it be near the midnight hour. The 
moon seems to affect them, and they sing “meet me by moonlight alone,” but 
they are not so very particular about being alone either. The favorite hymn 
of the Dodge witches is 
Blessed is the man who hath a little jug, 
And in it some good rum, 
Who passeth it about, 
And gives his neighbor some. 

Toward the end of August Dave was freed on bail. The Cowboy, 
August 28, 1884, reported his release: 

DAVID MATHER RELEASED. 

Judge [J. C.] Strang granted a writ of habeas corpus in the case of David 
Mather charged with the murder of Nixon, and after a hearing of testimony 
decided that it was a bailable case, and fixed his bond at $6,000. The bond 
was promptly given, Messrs, Digger, Drake, Emerson, Crane, Crawford, Bullard, 
Haun and Sutton filling the bond. They are of the best, most solid and sub- 
stantial men of Ford county, representing a capital of more than $100,000. 
David is therefore again at large among the people. He seems to have had no 
difficulty in getting a bond.11 

At the October, 1884, term of the Ford county district court Dave 
Mather’s case was granted a change of venue to Edwards county. 
He was to be tried at the December term of that court, in Kinsley.” 

Meantime it was reported that Mysterious Dave had been killed 
in Washington territory. The Dodge City Times, November 20, 
1884, quoted and commented on the rumor as printed in the Larned 
Optic: 

The Las Vegas Optic says a brother of Dan Mather, who is employed at a 
brickyard in that city, is in receipt of a letter from Washington Territory, 
announcing that “Mysterious Dave” was recently shot and killed by a party 
who quietly followed him all the way from Dodge City. It will be remembered 
that Dave was released from jail at the latter place on $10,000 bail.—Larned 
Optic. 

Dave was in the city Saturday and was looking hale and hearty. He is 
engaged in some business at Coolidge in the west line of the State. He has 
not been out of the State of Kansas for some months. 


Commenting on the same rumor the Dodge City Democrat, 
November 15, 1884, said: “We heard from Dave yesterday, he is 
‘just as well and hearty as ever he was in his life,’ and is stopping 
at Coolidge, Kansas.” 

The jury in the case of State of Kansas vs. Mather rendered its 
verdict on December 30, 1884, after deliberating only half an hour. 
The Dodge City Times, January 8, 1885, reported the tria!: 
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THE MATHER TRIAL. 

Dave Mather, who was charged with killing City Marshal Nixon, in this 
city, in July last, was acquitted before a jury in the District Court at Kinsley 
last week. The trial occupied the time from Monday morning until Wednesday 
night, at 10 o'clock, at which time the jury returned a verdict of acquittal, after 
being out 27 minutes. The jury was composed of the very best men of Edwards 
county. The case was ably prosecuted by the State, being represented by 
Robert McCanse, county attorney, assisted by Samuel Vandivert, Esq. The 
defense was represented by M. W. Sutton, of Dodge City, and T. S. Haun, of 
Jetmore. Messrs, Sutton and Haun devoted considerable time in the prepara- 
tion of the defense, and have won fame by their indefatigable and successful 
efforts, The reading of the verdict by the court was interrupted by demonstra- 
tions of approval by the audience. Of the trial the Kinsley Mercury says: 

The trial of the case of the state against Mather was commenced on Monday 
and after a trial of two days and a half the jury returned a verdict of not 
guilty. The verdict was undoubtedly a proper one as the weight of the testi- 
mony showed that Nixon was the aggressor in the affray and that Mather was 
justified in shooting. 

The Kinsley Graphic says: 

The jury in the case Dave Mather found the defendant “not guilty” after 
a very few minutes deliberation. The State was represented by County At- 
torney McCanse and his partner, Mr. Vandivert. The defendant appeared 
by M. W. Sutton and T. B. Haun, The jury was a good one, and the verdict 
is generally regarded as the right thing under the evidence.1% 


The 1885 Kansas state census, enumerated as of March 1, listed 
Dave Mather a farmer, 40 years old, and a resident of Dodge City. 
On May 10, 1885, Mysterious Dave was involved in another shoot- 
ing, this one resulting in the death of an Ashland resident named 
Dave Barnes. The Globe Live Stock Journal, May 12, 1885, was the 
first to report the incident: 
A DESPERATE FIGHT.— 


One MAN KILLED AND THREE WOUNDED. 

Sunday evening, at half past eight, the quiet of the city was broken by the 
sharp quick reports of fire-arms in the saloon known as Junction’s, and to those 
in the immediate vicinity it was evident that a desperate battle was going 
on within. It was some time after the firing ceased before any one ventured in, 
when it was found that David Barnes was shot dead, James Wall, who had 
nothing to do with the trouble, wounded in the calf of his right leg, C. P. 
Camp, who was in the door, shot through both legs, and Dave Mathers cut 
across the forehead, the ball passing out through his hat. 

The origin of the trouble as near as we can learn from the many reports, 
which cannot be given as facts until an investigation is made by the courts, 
are, that Dave Mathers and Dave Barnes were playing cards for money. 
Mathers won the first game and Barnes the second, when Mathers got up 
from the table and took the money. Barnes claimed the money was his, and 
said he was not treated fair. One word brought on another until Mathers 
made for Barnes when Sheriff Sughrue, who was present stopped him; a moment 
afterwards Mathers struck Barnes, and almost instantly a dozen shots were fired 
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with the result above stated, but by whom at this time cannot be said. When 
the firing commenced Sheriff Sughrue caught John Bames, a brother of the 
man that was killed, just as he was drawing his revolver, and held him until the 
firing ceased, when he arrested Cyrus Mathers, a brother of Dave, and locked 
him up in the county jail, and in a few minutes after arrested Dave Mathers 
and locked him up with his brother. 

Owing to the fact that our district court convenes the ninth of next month 
the jury already being drawn, and the many conflicting reports, we refrain 
from expressing an opinion as to who is guilty of the murder, or in fault in 
the first place. From the statements made by parties present the firing was so 
rapid and the excitement so great it could not be told who all were engaged 
in the shooting. 

The Coroner’s court investigating the trouble has adjourned until Thursday. 


The Dodge City Democrat's story of the shooting, May 16, 1885, 
included statements of the murdered man’s brother and Sheriff 
Sughrue: 

SUNDAY’S SHOOTING. 

On last Sunday evening about 9 o'clock, a dispute arose in the Junction 
saloon between Dave Mather and David Bares, over a game of cards. They 
were playing “seven up” at fifty cents a game, and after three games had been 
played, Mather got up and putting the money that was on the table in his 
pocket, walked over to the bar. Barnes followed him and claimed the money. 
Mather then struck him. Immediately the shooting commenced which re- 
sulted in the killing of Barnes, and the wounding of Mather in the head, John 
Wall in the leg, and C. C. Camp shot through both legs, Sheriff Sughrue hap- 
pened to be there at the time, and no doubt saved two [or] three more from 
getting killed, as every body who had a pistol was firing. After the shooting 
was over the sheriff arrested Dave and Josiah Mather and lodged them in jail. 

As yet nothing has been produced to show who killed Bares, or who com- 
menced the shooting. It is claimed, however, that after Mather struck Barnes, 
he (Barnes) drew his pistol and fired, striking Mather in the forehead, and 
that a dozen shots were fired within the next ten seconds. Below we give what 
the brother of the deceased has to say, also Sheriff Pat Sughrue. 


STATEMENT OF JOHN BARNES, 

My brother told me Saturday evening that he would have to come in to 
prove up on some land. I came in with him on Sunday. We got here about 
8 o'clock. We stopped on the other side of the bridge. We came over to the 
city to get our mail. My brother said: “We will go down street and see if I 
can find Doc Neil,” who was a friend of my brother. A little boy was with us, 
by the name of Frank Eastman. We went into a saloon opposite the railroad 
track, the second door from the comer. My brother went back to look at a game 
of keno and afterwards came back to the counter. He was talking to two men. 
I do not know what they said, but heard my brother say: “I will play one or 
two games for pastime.” One of the strangers went behind the bar and got 
some cards and checks, My brother and the stranger sat down to the table 
and commenced playing “seven up.” They were playing for a dollar a game. 
The name of the man was Mather or Matthews, I do not know which. My 
brother won the first game, the other man the second and my brother the third. 
After my brother went out on the game the man picked up the money with his 
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right hand and shoved the cards over to my brother with the left, then got up 
and walked around the table and back of my brother. My brother got up and 
backed away, and said: “I want my money.” The man then jumped toward 
my brother and tried to get his hand inside of his coat. My brother pulled his 
coat together with both hands, the man then struck him. My brother fell back 
considerably and his hat fell off; he may have caught himself on his right hand. 
My brother had his money purse in the inside pocket of his vest or coat, I do 
not know which. He had exposed his money when he started to play cards. 

When my brother was struck I stepped up and said to this man: “That 
man has some friends here and he can’t be robbed in such a manner.” He 
shoved me back and said: “What have you got to do with this?” I then 
attempted to pull my revolver which I carried in my hip pocket, when a man 
caught my hand just as [I] got hold of it, and told me to hold up. Some one 
caught hold of my other hand and the man had hold of my revolver with both 
hands, I did not know that he was the sheriff, and thought that if I gave up 
the revolver he would kill me. He told me he was the sheriff. I heard a ball 
go by my head, and tumed to see where my brother was. I saw him standing 
at the door with his side toward me acting like he was trying to get out, and 
then he fell down, easy like. I think that about five shots were fired, and that 
three revolvers fired at once. The man that was playing with my brother stood 
about eight feet from me and about fifteen feet from my brother. When I 
turned to look this man was facing my brother and had his arm out, pointing 
toward him. I do not know whether he had a gun or not. The man behind 
the bar was doing something with his arms, and either had one or both of them 
stretched out. My brother was twenty-four years old this coming birthday. 
He sold groceries at his residence and had followed that business for six years. 


STATEMENT OF SHERIFF SUGHRUE. 

Last Sunday evening as I [was] passing the Junction saloon I saw quite 
a crowd inside, and I went in. A large number were playing keno, and Dave 
Mather and a stranger were playing “seven up” at a table by themselves. 
They seemed to be laughing and talking to each other, and I stood behind 
the stranger and watched the game for a while. They were playing for fifty 
cents a game, and I believe had played three games, at the end of which Dave 
Mather got up from the table and picking up the money with one hand threw 
the cards over toward the stranger with the other. Mather walked around 
the table and the stranger got up and backed off a little. The stranger then 
told Dave that he wanted his money, as he had won it fairly. Mather then 
struck the stranger, and at the same time seemed to be trying to get his hand 
in the inside of the strangers coat, I said to Mather: “Here, that won’t do!” 
Just then some one in the back part of the room cried out, “Look out, he is 
pulling a gun!” 

I turned around and saw a man trying to get his gun out. I rushed at him 
and grabbed his hand and revolver at the same time. The shooting then 
commenced. The man that I was holding did not know me. I could not see 
who [was] doing the shooting while wrestling with the man. I told him I was 
the sheriff, and he finally let go of the gun. I then tured around and saw 
the stranger who was playing with Mather, standing at the door, and in a few 
seconds he fell to the floor. Josiah Mather was behind the bar, and had a 
gun in his hand. While I was looking he fired three times in the direction of 
the stranger at the door. I immediately arrested Josiah Mather. Dave Mather 
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had a gun on when I arrested him but it was loaded and no empty shells 
were in it, I then learned that the name of the deceased was David Bares, 
and the man IJ took the gun from was John Barnes, 

The preliminary will take place next Monday afternoon, and it is hoped 
that more light may be thrown on the case. 

Deceased and John Barnes lived in Clark county, about eight miles from 
Fowler City, and deceased sold groceries at his residence. He leaves a wife 
and two children.14 


An inquest was held on May 11 and 14 and reported in the 
Globe Live Stock Journal, May 19, 1885: 


STATE oF KANSAS, 
County of Ford, Ss 

An inquisition holden at Dodge City, in Ford county, on the 11th and 14th 
days of May, 1885, before me, R. G. Cook, J. P., Dodge township, Ford county, 
and acting coroner of said county, on the body of D. Bames, there lying dead, 
by the jurors whose names are hereto subscribed. 

The said jurors on their oaths do say that the deceased, D. Barnes, came to 
his death on the 10th day of May, 1885, from a gun shot wound received at the 
hands of David Mathers and Josiah Mathers, by means of revolvers by them 
fired, and that the said shooting was feloniously done. 

In witness whereof the said jurors have hereto set their hands this 14th day 
of May, 1885. 

Foreman, H. C, BAKER, 
A. C. LANGLEY, 
A. McCxxop, 
Anpy FALKNER, 
G. T. Locan, 
B. J. Jackson. 

Attest: R. G. Coox, Justice of the Peace, acting as Coroner. 


The Mathers’ preliminary examination was held on May 22. The 

Dodge City Democrat reported the hearing next day: 
THE SHOOTING. 

The preliminary trial of David and Josiah Mather took place yesterday, but 
nothing, to the testimony given at the coroner’s inquest, which appeared in our 
last issue, was shown. Several witnesses were examined, and their testimony 
was all about the same. The case shows that D. Barnes was killed at the 
Junction saloon, and that himself and brother had gone there armed. That 
D. Bares had shot at Dave Mather, (the ball going through his hat), with the 
intention to kill. That John Barnes attempted to pull a revolver but was 
hindered by the sheriff. That Josiah Mather was seen shooting over the bar. 
That Dave Mather was not seen to fire a shot. 

That is all that has been produced so far, and the case will be very difficult 
to unravel. There is liable to be more light thrown on it, however, at the trial 
which takes place at the next term of court in June. . . .15 


On June 11, 1885, the Dodge City Times said: 
David and Josiah Mather, charged with murdering D. Barnes at Dodge City 


two or three weeks ago, after being committed to jail without bond were 
brought before Judge Strang at chambers in Kinsley, Tuesday upon habeas 
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corpus. After hearing the testimony presented in support of the petition for 
the writ, the court permitted each of said defendants to be discharged on bond 
in the sum of three thousand dollars. The defendants are held for bail which 
they will probably be able to give.—Kinsley Mercury. 

Mather apparently was able to raise the required bond for on 
August 4, 1885, the Globe Live Stock Journal reported that he was 
in Topeka: 

Fred Singer and Dave Mathers, alias ‘Mysterious Dave,’ were registered at 
the Windsor Hotel on the 31st ult, while Mike Sutton was booked at the 
Copeland. We failed to see any notice of either having been interviewed by 
Topeka newspaper reporters. 


In the same issue the Globe carried this item from the Kinsley 
Mercury: 

The murderer, Dave Mathers, left Dodge City last Wednesday night as 
Jeff Davis left the Southern Confederacy—in boots petticoats and hoopskirts. 
It had come time to kill Dave, and not desiring to be present on that occasion 
he disguised himself as Jeff Davis and took his hoops in hand and walked. 
His whereabouts will probably be known when it comes time for his next kill- 
ing.—Kinsley Mercury. 

Dave did leave the city, but not in petticoats, the reports of his going, 
like others from this city, become wonderfully magnified as they travel from 
home. 


Next, Mather, perhaps not so surprisingly, became a lawman 
again. The Dodge City Times, August 20, 1885, recorded his ap- 
pointment in a Barber county town: 


Dave Mather, on Friday last was appointed City Marshal of New Kiowa, 
and at once entered upon the duties of the office. Dave was marshal at 
Dodge City, and also assistant marshal for a long time. Dave makes a good 
officer.16 


The Mather brothers apparently never stood trial for the murder 
of Barnes, escaping that ordeal by jumping their $3,000 bonds. 
The Globe Live Stock Journal, December 8, 1885, reported the act: 
“In the Mathers case they failed to appear, and their bonds were 
forfeited.” 


1. Ford County Globe, July 17, 24, August 14, September 11, 1883; Dodge City Times, 
November 15, 1883. 2. “Governors’ Correspondence,” archives division, Kansas State His- 
torical Society. 8. See, also, Ford County Globe, October 2, 1883. 4. See, also, Dodge City 
Times, November 29, 1888. 5. Ford County Globe, June 10, 1884; Dodge City Times, 
June 12, 1884. 6. “Ford County Commissioners’ Journals,” v. A, p. 444; Dodge City 
Democrat, February 2, 9, 1884. 7. Dodge City Times, April 10, 1884; Ford County 
Globe, April 15, 1884. 8. Dodge City Democrat, June 7, 1884, see, also, Dodge City 
Kansas Cowboy, June 28, 1884. 9. See, also, Dodge City Times, July 24, 1884; Dodge 
City Democrat, July 26, 1884; Dodge City Kansas Cowboy, July 26, 1884. 10. See, also, 
Dodge City Democrat, August 2, 1884; Dodge City Kansas Cowboy, August 2, 1884; Dodge 
City Times, August 7, 1884. 11. See, also, Dodge City Kansas Cowboy, August 9, 1884; 
Dodge City Democrat, August 16, 1884. 12. Globe Live Stock Journal, October 28, 1884; 
Dodge City Democrat, December 20, 1884. 13. See, also, Dodge City Democrat, January 
8, 1885. 14. See, also, Dodge City Times, May 14, 1885. 15. See, also, ibid., May 28, 
1885; Dodge City Democrat, May 30, 1885. 16. See, also, Dodge City Democrat, 
August 22, 1885. 
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MEAGHER, MICHAEL 
(1844?-1881) 

In the spring of 1871 Wichita was a rapidly growing trading 
center, officially less than one year old. Though the Chisholm trail 
ended at Wichita, the cattle trade had bypassed the town and 
continued on north via Joseph G. McCoy’s trail extension to Abilene. 
Not until May, 1872, when the Wichita and Southwestern provided 
rail connections to the Santa Fe main line at Newton, did Wichita 
achieve status as a major cowtown and cattle shipping center. 

Those first years were not ones of tranquility and even tenored 
growth, however. From the time the town was incorporated, July, 
1870, until its elevation to a city of the third class, April, 1871, at 
least three marshals were appointed only to resign or leave for 
unexplained reasons. Nor was death on the city streets unknown 
as the shooting of J. E. Ledford (which was detailed in the section 
on Jack Bridges), February 26, 1871, testifies. 

Becoming a city of the third class meant that an election had to 
be held in order for a mayor and city council to be chosen to replace 
the old board of trustees. Shortly after the election, the new 
mayor, E. B. Allen, and the council appointed William Smith mar- 
shal of the town. Three days later, on April 18, Smith resigned; 
the council then appointed Mike Meagher. The assistant marshal 
was Meagher’s brother, John. In addition two policemen were ap- 
pointed, Bradford Dean and Adam Roberts.! Each of the officers 
was formally notified of his selection and was required to complete 
an oath of office. That of Marshal Meagher was typical: 

Wicuita Kansas 
April 13th 1871 
Mr MIcHAEL MEAGHER 
Sm 

You have this day been duly appointed City Marshal in and for the city of 
Wichita by the City Council of said City. You will proceed at once to be duly 
qualified. 

E B ALLEN 
Attest Mayor of the City of Wichita 
O. W. BROMWELL 
Clerk 
Tue Strate oF Kansas_ ) 
County of Sedgwick) 
City of Wichita ) 

I Michael Meagher do solemnly swear that I will support the constitution 
of the United States, the constitution of the State of Kansas, and faithfully 
discharge the duties of the office of City Marshal in and for the City of 
Wichita, so help me God. MICHAEL MEAGHER 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of April A. D. 1871. 
W. B. Hutcuinson, Deputy Clerk 2 
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The first city council of Wichita lost little time in making prepara- 
tions for the suppression of lawlessness and disorder. On April 
15 motions were carried which instructed the city attorney, D. C. 
Hackett, “to draft an Ordinance prohibiting the carrying of deadly 
weapons concealed or otherwise,” and by which “the City Marshal 
and two members of the Council (to be selected by the Mayor) 
[would] be appointed as a committee to ascertain the probable 
cost of building a suitable City Jail or Calaboose. . . .” On 
April 29 the council authorized the marshal to “procure six suitable 
badges to be worn by himself, Asst. Marshal & Policemen.” * 

The fifth and sixth badges were put to use on May 7, 1871, with 
the appointment of Policemen William E. Reid and Charles W. 
Allen. On May 25 another man was added when Daniel Parks 
was named second assistant marshal. The same day, however, 
the resignations of Bradford Dean and Adam Roberts were ac- 
cepted.* 

The contract for building the city jail was let on June 1, 1871, 
early construction to be paid for by poll and dog taxes.5 So quickly 
was the work accomplished that by June 22, 1871, the Wichita 
Tribune was able to say: “Our saloon keepers sell the drinks, and 
next week Marshal Meaher will be ready to cell the drinker’s.— 
In the new calaboose.” 

At a meeting held June 28 the council authorized acceptance of 
the new jail provided the “committee on calaboose” judged it satis- 
factory after a careful inspection. 

With a new jail open for business and five men on the police 
force the city council apparently felt ready to enforce its ordinances. 
At the June 28 meeting Mike Meagher was instructed 
to procure at the expense of the City two pine boards 3 X 4 feet and have the 
following inscribed thereon. 

NOTICE. 

All persons are hereby forbidden the carrying of firearms or 
other dangerous weapons within the city limits of Wichita under 
penalty of fine and imprisonment. 

By Order of the Mayor 
M MEAGHER 
City Marshal 

The Marshal is furthermore instructed to have one of the boards erected 
at the River ford at the foot of Douglas Avenue and the other near the Harris 
House or some prominent place near the Emporia Road.® 

The summer of 1871 was apparently peaceful enough. One of the 
main police duties was the retention of stray hogs. As the sum- 
mer progressed the force experienced a heavy turnover in personnel, 
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ra- } including all positions except that of marshal. On August 16 As- 
rill sistant Marshal John Meagher resigned and upon the recommenda- 
Cc. tion of the marshal Policeman S. K. Ohmert was promoted. Others 
lly who served on the force included George D'Amour and Charles 
hal Bratton.” 
wr) On November 15, 1871, Emil Werner, a local saloon keeper, filed 
ble a letter with the city council protesting the treatment he had re- 
On ceived at the hands of the Wichita police force: 
ble To His Honor THE Mayor & COUNCILMEN OF THE City oF WICHITA 
I Emil Werner your petitioner would respectfully beg leave to represent to 

ith your Honorable body that on the 25th day of October A. D. 1871, Michael 

Meagher, City Marshal, S$. K. Ohmert, Deputy Marshal & Charles Bratten, 
W. policemen, Entered my saloon situated on Main Street, No. 17, Wichita, Kansas, 
rks and arrested and took from thence a Soldier who was sleeping at one of my 
er, tables. In a short time they returned and Charles Bratten entered the saloon 
ac- the other two, viz: Meagher & Ohmert remaining at the door. Bratton spoke 


to me, telling me, that I would get myself into trouble, selling liquor to men 
and getting them drunk. I replied that I paid license for selling liquor, and 


71, that what I paid to the city, helped to pay his Salary. He (Bratton) without any 
kly further provocation, struck me with a revolver and knocked me down and be- 
ita fore I could get up the others (Meagher & Ohmert) rushed in, and all three 
nd of them struck me with revolvers and sling shots and took me off to the Cala- 


boose, without Coat or hat, tearing my shirt off of my back, locking my door 
and taking possession of my keys. 

I was finally released upon the payment of the sum of $5.00 into the City 
of Treasury, together with the costs of Suit. Amounting in all to Eight Dollars. 
tis- Now therefore I would respectfully request your Honorable Body to examine 
into these Statements that I have here made, and if you find them correct & 
true, to remit & repay the fine & costs imposed upon me, Otherwise to act as 
in your judgment you deem best 
eS. And this your Petitioner humbly prays 


ice 


Emm WERNER. 
the Wicurra Nov. 15th 1871. 

Apparently little came of Emil Werner’s protest. At the council 
meeting of December 6, 1871, it was decided that “action on the 
petition of Emil Werner complaining of certain acts of the City 
Police be indefinitely postponed.” ® 

In spite of the fact that it was not stimulated by the Texas cattle 
trade, Wichita was a fast-growing city. Before the next annual 
election it was elevated to city of the second class, and by law the 
city marshal was elected by the people, not appointed by the coun- 
cil. The Wichita City Eagle, April 12, 1872, reported: 
the THE CITY ELECTION 
The City election in Wichita, under the special act making it a City of the 


second class, on the 2nd passed off pleasantly and with no particular excitement, 
and no trouble of whatever character. The men chosen to fill both the offices 
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of the city and school board are among our most substantial and leading men, 
in which we congratulate our citizens. The following are the names of those 
chosen for the various positions and are taken from our contemporary the 
Vidette. 

Dr E. B. Allen was elected Mayor, J. M. Atwood, Police Judge, ? 
M. Meagher, Marshal, . . . S. K. Ohmert and George D’Amour, Con- 
stables.® 


On April 12, 1872, only a month before the Wichita and South- 
western guaranteed the town temporary supremacy in the Texas 
cattle trade, the Wichita Eagle described the place as a model of 
propriety: 

The Sabbath day is as strictly observed—Sunday as quiet, upon the streets 
of Wichita, as in any town of the west. It is remarked by strangers, who, almost 
unanimously, wonder and congratulate. No drunkenness or street brawling 
can be seen or heard at any time, notwithstanding the place is a frontier town 
not three years old, containing all the elements, excepting those of drunkeness 
and rowdyism, to be found usually in frontier towns. For this moral state of 
affairs much is due the city government and the wholesome manner in which 
its ordinances are administered, as also, to the intelligent and moral element 
that predominates in the society of the place. None others than members 
of the police force are permitted to carry arms, Upon each avenue leading 
into the city is a large sign prohibiting the carrying of deadly weapons under 
penalty of both fine and imprisonment. We can assure all who contemplate 
making this live city their home, immunity from all danger, and from even 
disagreeable disturbances. 


Six weeks later the railroad had arrived and things were imme- 
diately different. Foreseeing a riotous summer’s cattle season, the 
Eagle, May 24, 1872, suggested: 

It must be evident to every one that the police force of this city should be 
uniformed, that is, the members should be compelled to wear such a suit as 
would be recognizable upon the instant. Another thing, each man’s beat should 
be prescribed and in that quarter he should stay except when called upon for 
assistance by the chief or some other member. We have seen men whooping 
full of whisky and no police in sight. It is also evident that ways and means 
must be devised for doubling up the force for at least two or three months 
during the summer. Should our authorities fail in holding their present power 
woe will be the sure result, 


The newspaper's advice was heeded to an extent. On June 7, 
1872, the Eagle reported that more men had been hired for the 
force: 


The city council at their meeting on Wednesday night appointed two ad- 
ditional men on the police force of the city, viz: Geo. D’Amour and D. F. 
Parks. Two secret police were also appointed for a certain duty. The council 
also incorporated a certain piece of ground near the bridge and extended 
police authority over it. 
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A few days later the city council commissioned even more police- 
men. The minutes of the city council record the appointments: 

On motion of Mr Schattner the following resolution was adopted 

Resolved that the Mayor be empowered to appoint as special police men 
the men acting as toll keepers on the bridge whose duty it shall be to take 
possession of and safely keep all fire arms carried by parties crossing the 
bridge into the City of Wichita said policemen to receive such salary as may 
be paid them by the bridge company. . 

Resolved that the Mayor be empowered to puschese fifty brass copper or tin 
checks to be supplied to said toll keepers and it shall be the duty of the said 
toll keepers upon receiving any fire arms from any person crossing the bridge 
into the City of Wichita to give one of the checks for the same and upon the 
presentation of which when leaving the City the party owning the fire arm shall 
be entitled to receive the same.10 

Much of the time of the police force continued to be taken up 
with the collection of fines, shooting stray dogs, and other routine 
duties. Occasionally things would get lively but usually were 
stopped before they could get well developed. The Wichita Eagle, 
June 14, 1872, reported such an incident: 

The efficiency of our police was exemplified on Wednesday night, Mike 
Meagher, city marshal, went into a saloon and took a knife from a fellow’s 
girdle that looked like a butcher’s cleaver elongated. There were two to- 
gether, and they had concluded to stand him off, but finally were persuaded 
not to do so, 


A week later the Eagle reported a similar happening: 
A fellow that said he would get away with a policeman before night, kept 


his word. We saw them going toward the calaboose early in the evening. 
Several of them have got away with the police the same way this week. 


The only incident of continued interest that summer of 1872, 
was the arrest, escape and re-arrest of a man named Sam Teets 
whom Mike Meagher had captured for the authorities of a Penn- 
sylvania town. The crime charged, seduction, was of minor im- 
portance in light of the strange transactions carried on through 
legal channels. The Wichita Eagle, July 26, 1872, reported the first 
arrest: 


One Samuel Teats was arrested here on Saturday, by Marshal Mike Meagher, 
upon a telegram from the sheriff of Alleghany, Penn. Teats is charged with 
seduction, under a promise of marriage, which is a crime under the laws of 
Pennsylvania punishable by imprisonment in the penitentiary. We understand 
that Meagher had previously received a descriptive letter from the authorities 
in Alleghany, which enclosed a photograph, so there remains little room for 
mistake. The reward offered for his arrest was $1,000. Teats was taken before 
"Squire Van Trees and in default of proper bail was committed to prison until 
such time as the Pennsylvania authorities can be heard from. 
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Further developments were reported in the Eagle, August 2, 1872: 


Last week we noticed that one Samuel Teats had been arrested by Mike 
Meagher, upon a telegram from Alleghany City, Penn. Within a day or two 
after the arrest, a man representing himself as B. F. Clark, chief of police of 
the above city, made his appearance, provided with a requisition from the 
governor of Pennsylvania. The night of Clark’s arrival Teats, with other 
prisoners, was furnished tools, and, but for timely discovery, would have made 
his escape in a few minutes. The next night Clark hand-cuffed Teats and put 
him aboard the north-bound train. While he was procuring his tickets his 
prisoner walked out of the car and out into the dark and liberty. The pre- 
tended chief made no attempt to recapture his bird, but took the train and 
left. There is a strong suspicion that all is not as it should be. A thousand 
dollars had been offered for the arrest of Teats, a per cent. of which Clark 
forked over to Mr. Meagher. We believe the latter officer has addressed the 
city authorities of Alleghany upon the subject. 


A week later, August 9, 1872, the Teets affair was again on the 
Eagle’s pages: 

The B. F. Clark great detective embroilment caused some little talk and 
feeling among our citizens and officers, The associate dispatches, as also 
Clark’s affidavit, both of which set forth that our officers connived at Teets’ 
escape, are a complete tissue of lies, colored only by circumstantial truths. 
Unfortunately for the great shyster detective, some half dozen of our best 
citizens were perfectly cognizant of all that occurred at the depot. John 
Meagher, the sheriff [elected November 14, 1871], Mike Meagher, city marshal, 
J. C. Morehouse, deputy sheriff, and Jim Antrim, policeman, are too well known, 
and have had their courage and honor too often tested, for the affidavit of a 
cowardly sneak to affect them in Wichita. Clark was either bribed by Teets 
or scared out of his wits, and from the fact that Teets offered $500 for his 
release, and the other fact that Clark had a long private conversation with his 
prisoner, our people entertain but little doubt that Clark was bought. The 
Pittsburgh Dispatch divines the whole matter in the following brief paragraph, 
which, although misapprehending the facts as far as our officers are concerned, 
lays Mr. Clark, the pusillanimous coward, wide open: 

“While we do not doubt that the town officials of Wichita, Kansas, when 
Chief Clark went to receive the prisoner Teets, acted very strangely and did 
all they could do to prevent his being brought away, we cannot help feeling 
surprised that an experienced detective like Mr. Clark should have left his 
prisoner in charge of any one for a moment, especially on so trivial an excuse 
as that of purchasing a ticket. He surely ought to have known that none of 
the other officers had any authority to hold Teets, after he had been delivered 
to him and receipted for.” 


On August 16, 1872, the Eagle reported the end of the Samuel 
Teets case: 

The Teets affair has had at last a practical solution, and a solution that 
proves our boys not only honest, but entirely too sharp for the boobies who 
undertook to slander them, After all the blowing that was done, the boys 
quietly made up their minds that Mr. Teets should be put into the hands of 
the governor of Kansas. To this end they went quietly to work. Nobody 





Mysterious Dave Mather, all decked out, about 1883, in 
his Dodge City policeman’s “uniform.” 











Governor's Proclamation. 


$1700 REWARD! 








STATE OF KANSAS, 
Executive Department, Topeka, Dec. 9, 1882. 


I, JOHN P. ST. JOHN, Governor of the 
State of Kansas, by virtue of the authority 
vested in me by law, do hereby offer a re- 
ward of FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS for 
the arrest and conviction of one Jim. Tal- 
bott, as principal, and THREE HUNDRED 
DOLLARS each, for the arrest and convic- 
tion of Jim. Martin, Bob. Munson, Bob. 
Bigtree, and Dug. Hill, as accessories, to the 
murder of MIKE. MEACHER, in Sumner County, 
Kansas, on or about the I7th day of December, 
188i. 

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto sub- 
scribed my name, and affixed the Great Seal of 

(L.8.] the State, at Topeka, the day and year first 


above written. 
JOHN P. ST. JOHN. 


By the Covernor: 


JAMES SMITH, 
Secretary of State. 


Reward poster issued by the state of Kansas for the apprehension of the 
murderers of Mike Meagher at Caldwell, December 17, 1881. 
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suspicioned anything, or knew that the boys were up to anything until Mike 
Meagher and George D’Amour came marching into town the other night with 
the escaped bird. He had been caught at a camp on the high prairies, fifty 
miles northwest of Wichita, near Hutchinson. The old calaboose was not to be 
trusted, and Mr. Teets now lies in the Topeka jail awaiting orders from the 
governor of Pennsylvania. The boys have been at great pains and expense in 
maintaining their honor against the foul slander of Clark, and we congratulate 
them upon the happy tur of affairs, 

It is possible that Mike Meagher held a commission as either a 
township or county officer in addition to his office of city marshal 
for on August 9, 1872, the Wichita Eagle reported that he had 
made an arrest far from the boundaries of the town: “Mike Meagher 
rode sixty miles day before yesterday and arrested two persons 
who had stolen a team of horses from a Missourian.” 

In October Mike again stopped a disturbance before it had a 
chance to make much headway. The Eagle, October 10, 1872, 
said: “Our efficient city marshal, with his usual promptness and 
unflinching bravery, on last Tuesday [October 8] quelled a dis- 
turbance which was fast assuming dangerous proportions by 
promptly arresting and lodging the leaders in the calaboose.” 

Two weeks later Mike prevented a fight between two Wichita 
lawyers from taking disastrous proportions. The Eagle, October 
24, 1872, stated: 

A slight difference of opinion arose between two law partners of our city, 
on Tuesday afternoon, which they concluded to decide with their muscle. 
After taking several rounds on the sidewalk in front of their office, and failing 
to come to any definite decision, they were invited by the city marshal to post- 
pone further trial until the opening of the police judge’s court next morning. 

As the Eagle said in the same issue: “As far as we know, we 
believe the boys who look after the good order of the city are 
seldom complained of.” 

Within two months, however, a local gambler found something 
to complain about. It was explained in his petition to the Wichita 
city council: 

To THE HONERABLE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE Crry OF WICHITA. 

Your petitioner I Thayer states that in the year 1872 he was running a 
room for gambling purposes & paying for the privilege therefore into the City 
Treasury of Wichita City the Sum of fifty dollars per month. Your petitioner 
further states that having paid said sum of money to said city he was allowed 
to run his the said Gambling room that during this time the Marshal of said 
city demanded the further sum of twenty five dollars which sum was paid the 
said marshal. Your petitioner states that it was stipulated & agreed upon that 
it was to cost your petitioner no more than fifty dollars for running said 
gambling rooms. that the said city of Wichita was not Entitled to the further 
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sum of twenty five dollars which your petitioner paid to said city of Wichita, 
wherefore your petitioner prays that said twenty five dollars be remitted to him, 
or be applied on his saloon license for the month of February 1873. 

I THAYER 1! 

Except for the disappearance of Assistant Marshal George 
D’Amour (which was covered in the section on D’Amour) police 
business in Wichita was slow indeed until well into the spring of 
1873. True, the annual city election in April enlivened the scene 
somewhat but the new mayor, James G. Hope, and the city coun- 
cil, in retaining Meagher in the marshal’s office (his post was once 
again appointive), removed the trauma of change from the police 
department. Except for William Dibbs, who was named police- 
man, all were veterans in the business. Dan Parks, the new as- 
sistant marshal and W. E. Harwig, policeman, had both served 
on the Wichita force before. Meagher, of course, was beginning 
his third term. 

In May, Mike nabbed two robbers from eastern Kansas. The 
Eagle, May 15, 1873, reported: 

Two criminals, Clark Whisner and Tom Preston, who robbed a store at 
Twin Springs, Linn county, last week, were arrested by Marshal Meagher, 
ironed and in the calaboose within an hour after their arrival in town. The 
only means he had for identifying the thieves was a letter which he had re- 
ceived from the authorities of Linn, which speaks well for his efficiency and 
discretion as an officer. Wichita is a poor rendezvous for rogues. 

A few days later Meagher prevented possible bloodshed. The 
Eagle, June 5, 1873, stated: 

A drunken man assaulted Mr, Fox, the omnibus agent, last Thursday night, 
with a pistol. The owner of the pistol would have figured in the hearse at 
a funeral next day, but for the opportune appearance of the city marshal. 

Apparently Mike Meagher sought to resign from the police force 
but his resignation was laid over at the July 9, 1873, meeting of 
the city council. At the meeting of July 16 a motion was made to 
increase the marshal’s salary but this too was postponed. Judging 
from later salary payments neither the resignation nor the increase 
was approved.!” 

On July 24, 1873, the police force came in for some criticism 
from the Wichita Eagle: 

Two horse races occurred last Saturday, upon one of which $800 was 
staked. Of course the decision was unsatisfactory, and much loud talk during 
the evening was indulged in upon the street, especially at the postoffice crossing 
on Douglas avenue, where three or four fellows on horses blocked up the 
walk and cursed and swore, and used vile epithets at a fearful rate, regardless 
of passing ladies. We noticed two policemen in the crowd who never raised 
a hand to clear the walk, to stop the oaths or to make an arrest. At Jast 
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John M. Steele [Mike Meagher’s brother-in-law] stepped forward and told 
the horseman to clear the track. 


On Christmas day, 1873, Wichita was thrown into a frenzy of 
excitement by what appeared to be an accidental fire and death. 
Subsequent investigation indicated, however, that neither the fire 
nor the death was accidental. For weeks the case of the “Christmas 
Cremation” was the big news in Wichita and little else in the way 
of police activity was reported upon. Though Mike Meagher was 
city marshal at the time of the fire the role he played in the drama 
was small and his name appeared in the cast only infrequently. 
Finally the climax was reached and two young men, Arthur Winner 
and Joseph W. McNutt were convicted of the murder of one W. W. 
Sevier and sentenced to be hanged. The most active police role was 
taken by an ex-policeman, William Smith, and further details of the 
crime will appear in the section devoted to him. 

Possibly because of the excellent job of detection done by Smith 
in the Christmas cremation case he was appointed Wichita city 
marshal by the mayor and city council who were elected in 
April, 1874. Thus on April 15, 1874, Mike Meagher, after serving 
three years, was no longer on the city police force.”® 

For a while Mike stayed in Wichita, then went into the Indian 
territory. He was in Wichita when the Eagle, May 7, 1874, re- 
ported: 

Ex-Marshal Mike Meagher, with a long whip in hand, and astride of a 
vicious kicking mustang, to which was attached a shaky buggy containing two 
men, presented such an unusual scene as to frighten a pair of long eared mules, 
attached to a lumber wagon, into a stampede, for which the colored driver 
was arrested and fined $3.00 and costs for reckless driving; all of which had 
the effect to heighten the usual stir on Douglas avenue of our lively city, on 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Mike then went south but was back in Wichita early in June. 
The Eagle, June 11, 1874, noted his visit: 

Our ex-marshal, Mike Meagher, put in an appearance in Wichita last week. 
He has been milling around through the Indian Territory and the western part 
of the state. Mike made a good officer, and has hosts of friends in the city 
where he stood so long as its chief sentinel. 

Meagher served as a deputy United States marshal that summer 
but no record has been found of the terminal dates of his appoint- 
ment. As a deputy marshal he was mentioned only twice by the 
Wichita newspapers. The Eagle, June 18, 1874, said: 

Deputy U. S. Marshal Mike Meagher arrested Frenchy last Sabbath evening 
in this city, and started for Fort Sill, Indian Territory, with his prisoner last 
Monday morning. 
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The second article appeared the following week and once more 
dealt with “Frenchy”: 

Mike Meagher, U. S. deputy marshal, returned from Ft. Sill last Monday, 
having safely delivered French into the hands of the U. S. officers. This 
French acknowledged that he had himself been, and had put the Indians up 
to much of the devilment of the last year. He is a desperate character, and it 
is supposed he had a hand in the murdering of that young doctor at the fort 
last spring. Sheriff [P. H.] Massey showed us a letter yesterday which made 
inquiries about French. It was from the great spiritualist E. V. Wilson, and 
announced that French’s father’s vessel had arrived in New York 9th inst., it 
appearing that his father was a sea-captain sailing out of the port of New 
York. The time French was in Wichita he had two stolen horses and it is 
supposed that he was on his way east. These facts we gain from Meagher 
and Massey.14 

While Mike was acting as a deputy U. S. marshal, the Topeka 
Commonwealth, June 14, 1874, reported that he was first lieutenant 
in a newly formed militia company then engaged in scouting 
possible Indian difficulties along the southern Kansas border. 

With the return of spring and the city elections approaching 
once again Mike began to eye the office of Wichita city marshal. 
In 1875, as in 1872, the marshal was to be elected by the people. 
Both Mike Meagher and incumbent Smith made a bid for the 
office in the Eagle of April 1, 1875. Mike announced: 

Eprror EAGLE: 

At the eamest solicitation of business men, and the urgency of many Texas 
men, by letter, I take this opportunity of announcing myself as a candidate 
for the office of city marshal, at the ensuing spring election. 

Respectfully, 
Mike MEAGHER 

A third candidate for the office was Dan Parks who had served 
as assistant marshal since 1873. When the election was over, 
April 5, 1875, Mike had won easily, garnering 340 votes to Parks’ 
811 and Smith’s 65.15 

The newly elected mayor, George E. Harris, and city council 
met on April 21, 1875, naming John Behrens assistant marshal and 
Wyatt Earp and James Cairns policemen.'® 

Mike had hardly begun his fourth term as marshal when he cap- 
tured two horse thieves. The Wichita Beacon, May 5, 1875, re- 
ported the arrest: 

Last week city marshal Meagher received a postal card from Kalida, Wood- 
son county, giving the description of a mare and three horses that had been 
stolen from Mr. Stewart, a farmer living four miles this side of Kalida. Taking 
a turn about town, the marshal struck the trail of two men whose actions ex- 
cited his suspicions, and tracing them up he found that they had a couple of 
horses at a livery stable, on Douglas avenue. The horses corresponding to the 











re 


ay, 


up 
| it 
ort 
de 
nd 


er 


ka 
nt 


ng 
ng 


le. 
he 


ate 


i - 


a. Ee 











Cowtown Po.ice Orricers AND Gun FIGHTERS 573 
description given on the postal card, Mike took possession of them, and after- 
wards arrested the two men, who gave their names as Thos. Cook and Charley 
Glosfelter. The fact of their arrest was telegraphed to the Sheriff of Woodson 
county, who arrived here on Thursday night, accompanied by Mr, Stewart. 
The men and stock were identified, taken possession of, and on Saturday morn- 
ing departed for Woodson county, where they will probably receive a full 
reward for their love of horse flesh and their fondness for traveling at the 
expense of others. 

The cowboys who frequented Wichita’s entertainment areas were 
no respecters of the Sabbath. The Wichita Eagle, May 27, 1875, 
told of one such herder who successfully eluded the city’s police: 

The three shots that were fired on Main street between the Occidental and 
Empire last Sunday night, were showered into the innocent air by a hilarious 
party of the name of Higinbotham, who was a horse back, and heavily armed 
for the sport. The police chased him to the corporate limits, but could go no 
further.17 


On August 11, 1875, the Beacon reported that 

Mike Meagher received a telegram from the sheriff of Douglas county, 
Tuesday of last week, requesting the arrest of a colored man, named Jesse 
Harrington, for stealing a horse near Lawrence. The arrest was made but no 
response to the information sent the sheriff having been received up to Satur- 
day night, Mike released his prisoner Sunday moming. 

Also in August the city council relieved James Cairns from the 
force. The Eagle reported the action on August 12: “The city 
authorities have reduced the police force. This was wise. They 
might have done the same thing months ago, which would have 
been wiser.” Remaining on the staff were Meagher, Behrens and 
Earp. 

Toward the end of August, 1875, 32-year-old Mike married a 
24-year-old Ohio girl named Jenny. The city little suspected Mike 
of romantic intentions as the Beacon, September 1, 1875, indicated 
in this article: 

The marriage of Mike Meagher was quite a surprise, but an agreeable one, 
to his many friends here. That our popular city marshal should go off and 
“do so,” without consulting some of the old “roadsters,” was unexpected by 
them, te say the least. We wish him, for ourselves, a long, brilliant and happy 
wedded career with a life lived long enough to get up a full force of his own.18 

Several disturbances of minor importance kept the police force 
busy in September. A lady of questionable virtue enlivened Main 
street on September 10, the Beacon reporting on September 15, 1875: 

A soiled dove got her guzzle full of whisky last Friday and with a fast 
team drove single handed up and down Main Street, swearing and howling 
like a wolf, She was finally gathered by a “nabbing guy,” following third 
on the boose register, under charge of loose and “laskivious” conduct. 
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The next night, Saturday, again saw Main as a place of lively 
spirits. The Beacon reported in the same issue (September 15): 

A Main street dive furnished a sufficient amount of generic force to create 
a first class sceance last Saturday night, which was afterwards transferred to 
the cooler. The register showed enough names for a full game of eucher. 
Several of this party were married and reported themselves as lost on a hunt, 
but didn’t tell what kind of a hunt. 

In reporting similar disturbances the next week, the Beacon 
September 22, 1875, felt the police were not fully performing their 
duty: 

Several night brawls of a disgraceful character, have occurred lately, be- 
tween the hours of 12 and 2 o'clock. The scene dragged in front of the 
Occidental Hotel last Saturday morning was of this kind. Aside from thefts 
and even burglaries, such might not be worth mentioning, if they did not raise 
a question as to the whereabouts of our night police, Several citizens have 
complained of this already, and have intimated in a disreputable way as to 
the whereabouts of the police at these hours. When our officers do their duty 
no one is so quick to give them the meed of praise as the BEACON, and it is 
our equal duty to condemn them for any dereliction. 

In November Mike Meagher arrested Bill Potts with the assist- 
ance of Wyatt Earp (see the section on Earp) and Ed Hays with 
the assistance of John Behrens (see the section on Behrens). The 
Beacon said of the latter capture: 

One Ed. Hays came riding down from Little Rattlesnake, Tuesday, “smooth- 
ing his horse’s chestnut mane,” and all unaware that Mike Meagher knew of 
his coming, had his description, and true to his nature would, and did have 
him safely lodged in jail before night, charged with passing counterfeit money 
at Big Bend.19 

After Potts was tried, and released, Meagher served another 
warrant on him. The Beacon reported the second arrest on No- 
vember 17, 1875: 

Bill Potts and the two colored men, an account of whose arrest was given 
in last week’s issue, were brought before Justice Misner on Wednesday last, 
on a writ of habeas corpus and released. Marshal Meagher immediately served 
a state warrant on them, and they are now under charge of the sheriff. The 
stolen cattle belonged to a Mr. Saunders, of Fort Sill, for whom these men 
were working. Mr. Saunders arrived here on Friday night last. 


Meagher was re-elected to the office of city marshal on April 
4, 1876, in spite of the difficulty his policeman, Wyatt Earp, had 
caused shortly before the election by striking the rival candidate, 
William Smith. (See the section on Earp.) Mike won a hand- 
some majority over Smith, the votes totalling 477 to 249.?° 

Wichita’s cattle business had begun to fall off sharply after the 
season of 1874. In both 1875 and 1876 shipments declined ap- 

















Cowtown Pouice Orricers AND GuN FIGHTERS 575 


proximately one-half each year. By 1877 only 4,102 head were 
shipped out. With increased settlement around the older estab- 
lished routes the cattle trails were shifting westward to avoid the 
barbed wire of the nesters. Dodge City was fast becoming the 
most popular shipping center and in the years that Wichita’s trade 
fell off, Dodge’s increased by even greater percentages. For a 
while it seemed that the northern end of the Chisholm trail was 
doomed to a certain death but in the spring of 1880 it was given 
a transfusion by the completion of the Cowley, Sumner & Fort 
Smith railroad to Caldwell. From that time until the end of 
Kansas’ trail-driving days Caldwell was booming, boisterous and 
bloody, aptly named by her residents, “the Border Queen.” 

Sometime before the completion of the railroad Mike Meagher 
had moved the scene of his own operations to Caldwell. He had 
served out his term as Wichita city marshal but between April, 
1877, and April, 1880, transfered his loyalties to the Border Queen. 
On April 5, 1880, ten weeks before the first steam engine puffed 
into town Mike was elected mayor." He was Caldwell’s second 
chief executive. 

One of Mike’s first official acts was to appoint a police force. The 
mayor nominated William Horseman, marshal; Dan Jones, assistant 
marshal, and James Johnson, policeman. All of the appointments 
were confirmed by the council.””_ (See the sections devoted to each 
of these persons. ) 

On June 5, 1880, the United States census taker enumerated 
the city of Caldwell, listing Mike Meagher on page 18. Mike 
then was 37 years old; his brother John, 35, was also listed as 
being in the town. Both were born in Ireland, 

When George Flatt was killed on the night of June 19, 1880, 
Mayor Mike Meagher, the city marshal, and several others were 
soon on the scene. Little could be done, however, for Flatt died 
instantly and the assassin was unknown. (See the section on Flatt. ) 
A few days later Mike and his police force were arrested by county 
authorities, charged with complicity in the Flatt killing. The Cald- 
well Commercial, July 1, 1880, reported: 

THE CITY GOVERNMENT ARRESTED. 


Last Friday Sheriff Thra'ls came down with three or four deputies and war- 
rants for the arrest of Mike Meagher, Mayor of the city, Wm. Horseman, City 
Marshal; Frank Hunt, James Johnson, Policemen; Dan Jones, Constable; and 
Geo, W. McFarland and R. H. Collins, charged with complicity in the killing of 
Geo. Flatt. The Sheriff also summoned Hugh A. Ross, Dr. [D.] MacMillan, 
Dan Rogers, Charles Spear and William Thompson, as witnesses on the part 
of the prosecution. No information could be obtained as to whether these ar- 
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rests were made on a verdict rendered by the Coroner’s jury or at the instiga- 
tion of outside parties. 

Hasty preparations were made by prisoners and witnesses, and at 2:20 the 
party boarded the passenger train and went to Wellington. Arriving there they 
found that County Attorney Wilsie was sick and that no examination could 
be had before Tuesday. Steps were at once taken to sue out a writ of habeas 
corpus, which was done on Saturday and trial under the writ set for Monday 
before Judge Evans. 

On Wednesday evening the trial closed, resulting in the discharge of all the 
parties except Horseman and Hunt. Warrants were immediately issued and 
the entire party re-arrested, but on second thought the Justice of the Peace 
issuing the warrants discharged Mr. Collins. 

At noon to-day Meagher, Johnson, Jones and Collins came down, Collins 
to stay, but the others to return by the afternoon train. What the result of all 
this will be it is impossible to say, but, if we are correctly informed, the whole 
thing has the appearance of a put up job. So far no evidence has been offered 
—except that given by Thompson, a boy employed in the Varieties, who swore 
that he had been offered money to testify as he did; and the testimony of a man 
named Sexton, living at Missouri Flatts, who acknowledged that he had offered 
Thompson $50 to testify against the parties—against any of the parties charged. 

We are told that the Justice of the Peace—whose name we have forgotten— 
was indignant because the case was taken out of his hands and brought before 
the Probate Judge, and for that reason he issued the second batch of warrants. 
Be that as it may, all accounts agree that he showed an unusual personal interest 
in having any or all of the parties held for the killing of Flatt, regardless of 
evidence or any thing else.2% 


Meagher’s second examination was held July 3 before Justice 
of the Peace I. N. King at Wellington. Though Meagher was dis- 
charged, Horseman, Hunt, Jones, and Johnson were bound over 
for the next term of the district court. The Caldwell Commercial, 
July 8, 1880, indicated there never were any valid grounds for the 
arrests, that the whole thing was a money making scheme on the 
part of Wellington officials: 

We have endeavored to obtain the evidence given in the trial before the 
Probate Judge and also before the Justice of the Peace, but have been unable 
to do so, Statements of its purport have been given by several who were pres- 
ent at both examinations, and from these statements we believe the desire on 
the part of the officials at Wellington was to bring business to their town and 
make money out of it rather than to discover who killed Flatt. It looks not 
only like a money making scheme, but also a scheme to cast odium upon the 
city of Caldwell, and to injure it in so far as could be done by conveying the 
impression that our people were a set of thugs and assassins. 

As with our other well known frontier characters, Mike was only 
human, and even the exalted office of mayor did not restrain him 
from engaging in a business common to his kind. On August 2, 
1880, for instance, Mike was arrested for running a keno game. He 
was fined $5 and costs by Police Judge James D. Kelly.% 
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Meagher did not run for re-election in 1881 but on July 18 he was 
nominated for city marshal. The nomination was rejected by the 
city council.2> There were those in the city who still wanted Mike 
to be marshal, however, and on July 21, 1881, the Commercial said: 

Mike Meagher has taken to the saw and plane. Several of our citizens who 
know his qualifications for the position, have been anxious to have him ap- 
pointed City Marshal, but Mike says he has had enough of that kind of business 
and believes he will stick to his present job. 

But next week, on July 28, the Commercial announced Mike's 
appointment: “At the request of Mayor Hubbell, M. Meagher con- 
sented yesterday to act as City Marshal for the present.” 

Mike served as marshal of Caldwell for only five days. At a 
council meeting held August 1, 1881, the mayor placed both Mike’s 
name and that of James Roberts in nomination for the position. 
Roberts received three council votes to Mike’s one.*® Thus was 
settled, temporarily, a police problem which had been before the 
mayor and city council for weeks. The Commercial, however, 
did not think highly of the decision, saying on August 4 that “we 
presume [the council] feel as proud as peacocks over the wisdom 
and able statesmanship they have exhibited in settling the vexed 
question for the time being at least.” 

The problem reappeared in October and Mike was again offered 
the marshal’s position. He declined, however, as did George Brown 
and Dan Jones. The man finally selected was John Wilson.” 

A few weeks later Mike Meagher was cut down by an assassin’s 
bullet. It happened on December 17, 1881, and was reported by 
the Caldwell Post, December 22: 

WAR ON THE BORDER. 


Two Men Kittep anp OnE WounpeED. 
A Desperate Ficur Witn Ovtiaws. 

To begin at the beginning of this affair, one would have to get into the 
secrets of men’s hearts; so we will only begin at the apparent beginning. One 
Jim Talbot who has been around the city about a month, gambling, drinking, 
bullying, and attempting to bulldoze every one, was the leader of the party. 
He has a wife and little boy and girl living on Chisholm street, in this city, 
and came up the trail with Millett’s herd this fall. On Friday night at the 
play he became very much incensed at the writer hereof, and swore he would 
kill him before he left the city. He repeated the threat on Saturday morning 
on the streets; but one editor was too sharp for him, and was out of his way. 
The aforesaid editor was not aware that the threat had been made until after 
the shooting on the street had occurred. 

With Talbot on the drinking spree during the night were Jim Martin, Bob 
Bigtree, Tom Love, Bob Munsen, Dick Eddleman and George Speers. Speers 
did none of the shooting, but was in the act of saddling one of Talbot’s horses 
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when he was shot. Talbot, Martin, Bigtree, Munson and Doug Hill were stand- 
ing holding their horses near Speers, waiting for him to saddle up. 

After the fighting in the city, and Mike Meagher and George Speers were 
killed, the five outlaws—Jim Talbot, Bob Bigtree, Bob Munson, Jim Martin, 
and Doug Hill—rode off to the east of town, across the railroad track. Some 
one of the citizens fired at and killed a horse from under one of them. He 
got up behind one of the other men, A party of citizens organized, mounted 
horses and started in pursuit. 

The outlaws met a man bringing hay to town, with a lead horse in the 
rear of the wagon. They cut the horse loose and rode it off. At W. E. 
Campbell’s they got two more horses, those they were riding having been 
wounded. The party of citizens got sight of them just before they crossed 
Bluff creek into the I. T. There were five of the outlaws then, but after they 
appeared on the prairie beyond, there were only four. They followed at a 
break-neck pace, both parties keeping up a constant fire for about twelve miles, 

The outlaws headed for Deutcher Bros.’s horse ranch on Deer creek, in- 
tending to get fresh horses there, but were so closely pressed by the pursuing 
party that they could not make the change and get away. When they reached 
the ranch the citizens were only a few hundred feet away. The outlaws 
passed on to the bluff and creek about six hundred feet south of the ranch, 
dismounted and took to the brush and rocks, firing all the time at the citizens. 
The citizens finally drove them over the bluff and into a canyon, where there 
had been a stone dugout. Into this three of the outlaws went, threw up 
breast-works of stone, got behind them and would bang away at any one who 
showed an inch of his person to their view. 

The citizens surrounded the gulch and kept up a constant firing at the fort, 
but without effect. One of the outlaws took refuge up in a small gulch leading 
to the west, and was not seen until he fired at W. E. Campbell, who was slid- 
ing down the hill on his face to get a commanding point above the fort. The 
outlaw’s ball took effect in Campbell’s wrist, passing between the two bones. 
Another ball passed through his clothes six or seven times, and made a small 
flesh wound on the thigh. This disconcerted the citizens to a certain extent, 
and, it being dark, they could do but little good in fighting. Being above the 
outlaws, they were splendid marks for their fire, while the outlaws were in the 
shadows, so that their position could not be distinguished. Had the fourth 
man been anywhere else in the gulch the citizens could have taken them in; 
but his position covered every point that the others were exposed from; in 
fact, he held the key to the situation. Thirty minutes more daylight would 
have told the tale for the outlaws; or had Campbell escaped the fire of the 
villain that shot him, he could have killed the other three in as many minutes, 
as his position commanded the fort in every comer. The two parties were 
not over seventy-five feet apart at any time during the battle, while Campbell’s 
man was not over twenty-five feet from him when he shot. Johnny Hall got a 
bullet through the top of his hat, missing his head about an inch. 

Reinforcements arrived at the ranch from town about ten o'clock. Pickets 
were formed around the gulch, but the outlaws had flown before that time. 
There were only about fifteen men at the place during the evening fight, and 
most of them returned to town as soon as Campbell was shot, leaving only six 
men to guard the gulch and over thirty head of horses. The horses required 
the attention of at least four men, for they were what the outlaws needed. 








nd- 


ere 


the 


CU OP FE an? 2,288 


= Oot RS 


“ Ww & 


OO Se ee 








579 


The morning round-up revealed the fact that the outlaws had escaped. 
The entire party, except Sheriff Thralls, Frank Evans, Bob Harrington, Jim 
Dobson, Sam Swayer, Mr. Freeman, A. Rhodes, another man and the writer 
hereof, came to town. About thirty-five came in, leaving the small party to 
look up the outlaws, inform the camps below to look out for stolen stock, etc. 
Our party visited two or three camps on Deer creek and started home. We 
met several parties coming out from town, most of them for fun, others for 
business. They all returned before night. 

A party of fifteen was organized by the Mayor and started out Sunday 
evening to guard certain cow camps to see that no horses were stolen from 
them. The outlaws traveled six or seven miles, or possibly ten, Saturday night. 

Two freighters were camped on Bullwhacker creek about eighteen miles 
south of this city Sunday night, when Talbot’s party, five in number this time, 
rounded them up and took five horses from them. Two of the party were 
bare-headed, and one had a slight wound in his foot. The outlaws started 
south. 

The freighters came in Monday about two o'clock, when Sheriff Thralls, 
with a posse, started in pursuit. Another party of freighters passed the out- 
laws near Pond creek during the night. The outlaws were going south. 

A party was organized Tuesday evening and started to Cantonment to 
intercept them there. Mr. George Brown was in charge of the party. 

Synopsis OF EviDENCE 
before Coroner’s jury concerning the death of Mike Meagher: 

Dr. Noble’s evidence was to the effect that Meagher died from the effects 
of a gunshot wound through the lungs, the ball passing through the fleshy 
part of the right arm, thence through the body, producing death in about 
twenty-five or thirty minutes from the time of the infliction of the wound. 
Dr. West assisted in the post mortem examination, and verifies Dr. Noble’s 
evidence. John Wilson, City Marshal, says, in his evidence, that early in the 
morning (Saturday) Mike Meagher came to his residence and asked him to 
come down town and stop a riot; that Jim Talbot and party were wanting to 
kill him. He came down town with Meagher, went to Moores Bros.’ saloon, 
arrested Tom Love for firing a revolver in the building. Bill Mankin, Bob 
Munson, Dick Eddleman and Jim Talbot were with him, armed with revolvers, 
needle guns and Winchesters. “I started to take Tom Love to the calaboose, 
when he resisted. I called Mike Meagher to assist me, when the party made 
a rush for us and made an attack upon Meagher. Meagher went up the 
Opera House stair way, and I stood at the bottom. Jim Talbot and Tom Love 
were loudest in their threats against his life. I stopped at entrance of stairs, 
and told them I would shoot the first making the attempt. Had been compelled 
to release Love in the meantime. The party then dispersed. 

“About one o'clock I arrested Jim Martin, who was still armed; took him 
before Judge Kelly, who fined him. Started him to York & Co.’s with Assistant 
Fosset to get money. He passed down on street, where Love, Talbot, Munson 
and Eddleman took the prisoner away from Fossett. Talbot started to run 
south, turned around and fired two shots at me. I followed down sidewalk on 
east side, passed through alley way south of Pulaski’s store, Mike Meagher 
with me. Stopped in alley back of store. Jim Talbot commenced firing at us 
from north of Opera House on sidewalk with Winchester rifle. No one was 
with him. Saw Talbot take aim in the direction we were in. I took hold of 
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Meagher and warned him to look out. I heard the report of the gun, and 
Meagher said, ‘I am hit, and hit hard.” Took hold of him and helped him to 
a box. Then left him and went with Hubbell to laundry back of Hubbell’s, 
and began firing at Talbot, Bob Bigtree and three others who were on horses 
returning fire at citizens. Talbot took a six-shooter from Meagher in the mom- 
ing in Meagher’s saloon.” 

Ed. F. Rathbun said: “I was with Meagher and Wilson at the rear of 
Pulaski’s store. We were firing at Bob Bigtree near the Chinese laundry, they 
returning our fire. I looked north toward the M. & D. Bank building. Saw 
Talbot standing with a Winchester rifle aimed at Meagher or myself. Saw 
the smoke issue from the gun, heard the report and saw Meagher begin to 
sink down. Said, ‘Good God, Mike, are you hit?’ He said, ‘Yes; tell my wife 
I have got it at last.’ Mike was standing with his six-shooter in his right hand 
and rifle under left arm, aiming at Talbot. I assisted him to the south side of 
Pulaski’s store, from where he was removed into the barber shop.” 

W. D. Fossett: “I was crossing Main St, with Jim Martin in my custody, 
when Talbot and gang came up to us. Talbot said that Martin need not pay 
his fine if he did not want to. Wilson saw that two of the party were armed, 
and ordered them to give up their arms. They refused and scattered. Talbot 
ran down the street, turned and fired two shots at Wilson, ran between the 
building east, yelling to the boys to get their Winchesters. He ran to his 
residence, got his gun, came up 5th street to the rear of Opera House, and 
began firing at me. I was then at rear of Hockaday’s store. Meagher and 
Rathbun were near me. Doug Hill and Bigtree were firing at me from the 
east, and Talbot from the north. After the heavy firing ceased up town, I 
saw Munsen and Bigtree come from Talbot’s house, armed with Winchesters.” 

George S. Brown says: “I was standing on the street about eight o'clock 
in the morning. Saw Wilson arrest Tom Love. Mike Meagher came to his 
assistance. Talbot’s gang and Comanche Bill rushed in and began to threaten 
Meagher. They went up street and a short distance. Meagher stepped up 
the Opera House stairs. Was in the rear of my shop when the fight was going 
on in the aftemoon. Saw Talbot shoot at me from rear of Opera House. 
Ball struck barrel near me, I returned into my shop.” 

W. H. Reily says: “I was in the street. Saw Wilson arrest a man for shoot- 
ing off his revolver. Meagher came to Wilson’s assistance. Before they got 
away with prisoner an armed party of men came down street and took prisoner 
from officers. Talbot remarked, ‘Meagher is the man we want, and Meagher 
is the man we will have.’ This happened about 8 o'clock in the morning.” 

Richard Wilson says: “About 2 o’clock p. m. I was at George Kalbflesch’s 
stable. During a lull in the fighting Doug Hill, Bob Bigtree, Bob Munson, 
Jim Martin, Dick Addleman, Jim Talbot, and two others came to the barn, 
presented rifles and ordered us to saddle horses. They chose four horses and 
made us saddle them. They took an extra saddle with them. After they left 
Dick Addleman presented a revolver and ordered us to saddle a horse for 
him. We refused. He put up his revolver, asked us to not give him away. 
and left.” 

Andy Caylor’s evidence verifies that of Richard Wilson’s with reference to 
taking horses. 

Nellie Whitson says: “I saw Jim Martin run to Talbot’s house. Doug 
Hill and Bob Munson came soon after. The door seemed to be locked. Talbot 
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told the boys to break the door in. They did so. Immediately they came 
out armed with guns. In the moming a lot of men, Jim in the number, came 
to our house. Jackson and Comanche Bill were with them, and were trying 
to get them to lay down their arms and be still. They all did so except Jim 
Talbot, who for a time refused and swore he would kill Mike Meagher before 
he left town, if it cost him his life. The guns were taken to Talbot’s house. 
They then left, except Tom Love and Comanche Bill, who went to sleep. 
About 1 p. m. Talbot, Hill and Munson came back, woke Love and Bill up. 
Took Love up town with them. Bill would not go with them. When Doug 
Hill quit firing at Bill Fossett, he directed his fire at two men in the rear of 
Pulaski’s store. After his last shot I saw this man stagger and fall. I saw 
Rathbun pick him up.” 

Edward Heiflinger said that he saw Comanche Bill take a pistol away from 
Love, who was trying to shoot Meagher in his saloon early in the moming. 

William Mankin (Comanche Bill) says: “On Saturday morning, about sun- 
rise, I, with Challes, Dave and George Speers, Jim Talbot and five others, were 
in Robison’s saloon, talking and drinking, when John Wilson came in and asked 
the boys to keep quiet. He asked me to keep them quiet. I wanted them to 
go with me to breakfast at the Clifton House. Munson objected. Finally got 
them to go. Got the guns away from the boys, except Jim Talbot. I also got 
two revolvers from the party. The party were seated at the table. Jim Talbot 
would not come in. Jim said: ‘Boys, they have arrested one of the boys; let’s 
take him away from them.’ They started out of the hotel with their guns. 
I went with them up the street to the Opera House stairs, where two of the 
boys had their guns down on Meagher. I took them away from them or got 
them away. I got them to give up their guns. Talbot insisted on having the 
guns taken to his house, which was done. Tom Love laid down on my bed 
after the others left. I went to sleep, and woke up when I heard the firing. 
Before I went to sleep, I went up town to see Wilson, he asking me to do so. 
Went to Meagher’s saloon, where I was swom in as special police. Did not 
fire a shot all day, as I had no arms of any kind.” 

The Coroner’s jury returned a verdict to the effect that Mike Meagher came 
to his death from the effect of a gun shot wound from a gun in the hands of 
Jim Talbot, and that Bob Bigtree, Jim Martin, Tom Love, Dick Eddleman, Bob 
Munson and Doug Hill were accessories. 

Warrants were issued for the arrest of the above named men. Tom Love 
and Dick Eddleman were arrested Tuesday and sent up to Wellington. The 
others escaped into the I. T. 

Up to a late hour last night no news had been received from the outlaws 
below, nor from the Sheriff Thralls party. The party that started out Tuesday 
evening returned Wednesday morning, six men being too small a party to try 
a racket with the five outlaws. 

Mayor Burrus offers a reward of $500, Sheriff Thralls $200, W. E. Campbell 
$200 and J. M. Steele, of Wichita, $200 for the outlaws, dead or alive. 


Mike’s body was taken to Wichita for burial. Two days later, 
December 22, 1881, the Wichita Eagle printed a glowing tribute to 
the former marshal: 
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A Brave Man Gone. 

When the history of the daring spirits of the Kansas border are written up, 
there will be found few brighter than he whose mortal remains were consigned 
to the grave in this city yesterday. With nothing of the dare-devil or reckless 
bravado in his composition, nevertheless Mike Meagher did not know the mean- 
ing of personal fear. As marshal of this city in the day when one-half of our 
residents were of the worst desperadoes between the Missouri and the Rio 
Grande, large numbers of whom boasted the blood of fellow beings, reckless, 
red-handed manslayers, whose only notion of heroism was embodied in the 
expression that “he had killed his man,” Mike Meagher, by his consummate 
coolness and wonderful bravery, preserved the lives and property of our people. 
Many a time and oft has he faced death upon these streets with a bravery, forti- 
tude and composure beyond the power of words to describe. He has fallen 
at last, fallen only at the hands of an assassin—at the hands of one who has 
threatened his life for years, but who would never have accomplished his awful 
work in an open field and equal chances. The brave spirit before whom 
murderers have quailed and mobs slunk away, was freed only by deadly 
stealth. Kind of heart, gentle as a child, generous and open in all things, al- 
ways helpful and never overbearing, his life was a heroic ideal. His remains 
were brought to this city by Captain J. M. Steele, his brother-in-law, attended 
by his sorrowing wife and relations, and were buried on Tuesday, being fol- 
lowed to the grave by a very large concourse of people, most of whom were his 
fast friends in life, and who regret and mourn his untimely taking off. “After 
life’s fitful fever he sleeps well.” 


Not often does one hear two sides of such rows as that which 
resulted in the death of Mike Meagher, especially when the “other 
side” has made a successful escape. The Caldwell fracas was an ex- 
ception, however, for on January 12, 1882, the killers wrote an 
indignant letter to the Kansas City (Mo.) Times explaining things 
as they saw it. The letter was copied in the Caldwell Commercial, 
January 26, 1882: 

THE CALDWELL COW BOYS 
Pur in a DEFENCE FoR THEIR RECENT Ficht Down THERE. 
To THE Kansas Crry Sunpay Times. 

In Camp, January 12.—We have noticed through the columns of your 
paper the account of the so called cut-throats. You are aware of the fact that 
every story has two sides, so we wish to inform the readers of the Times 
that we have been very basely misrepresented. In the first place we were not 
drunk at the time of the fight. In the next place we never rode into the city 
of Caldwell. We had been in town about one month and had always abided 
by its laws, and as far as helping ourselves to anything it is false. We never 
molested any thing that was not our own, As for Meagher when he was killed 
we were not mounted, He had two six shooters in his hands at the time he 
was shot; and more he went to Hubbell’s store and borrowed the pistols. It 
seems to be the general opinion that Meagher was a leading man in Caldwell. 
Do you know his business? He was nothing more than a saloon keeper and 
ran a keno table. Just a few days before the row he was arrested and had 
to give bond for selling whisky in Caldwell. It has been published that the row 
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grew out of the killing of George Flat, this is also false. It never entered our 
minds. 

The very reason the row came up was that the honorable Marshal of Cald- 
well, John Wilson, was on a protracted drunk and stationed a posse of men 
in the Exchange saloon and told them to shoot every man that moved—that 
is, cowboys—then arming himself with two pistols, and then throwing them 
down on every one of the cow boys, telling them to throw up our hands, which 
we refused to do. He then withdrew his weapons and proceeded to organize 
a mob to take or kill us. We went and got our guns and marched to the 
front and engaged in a fight, which lasted about an hour. We then went and 
got our horses and started to leave town and then we were fired on from every 
and all concealed place imaginable. The second skirmish lasted about thirty 
minutes and then we were forced to ride. We were pursued by about 100 
armed men. They at length got us rounded up in a washout and there we 
stayed until night; then we got together and left. After the mob had dispersed 
Wilson turned to shoot one of the boys in the back, and this is why the row 
came up. George Spears was shot by the town mob. He had no hand in the 
fight whatever. He was a friend to the cow boys and that was the cause of 
his death. He was just as honorable a citizen as Caldwell had. The Assistant 
Marshal acknowledged that Wilson was drunk, and that if he (Wilson) had let 
things alone every thing would have been all right and there would have been 
no row. 

We did take the freighters’ horses and told them that we would return their 
horses in six or eight days, and on the seventh day we took them back. They 
told us that if they were situated in the same position that they would do the 
same thing and did not blame us. Caldwell citizens seem to think that Talbot 
was one of Billy the Kid’s gang. This is a bare falsehood, he has never seen 
the Kid and has never had any acquaintance with him whatever. We notice 
that it was stated we had a fight at a ranch on Wagon creek; this is a mistake; 
we never was at Wagon creek and took saddles and horses. We never took any 
horses but the freighters. We are willing to go and stand our trial if we thought 
we could get justice, but this we know we cannot get. This is the true facts 
of the row. 

[Signed] Jm« Taxsor, 
Duc Hu, 
Bos Munson, 
Jum Martin, 
Bos _ BIcTREE. 


On January 24, 1882, Tom Love, one of the two who were cap- 
tured shortly after the Meagher murder, was acquitted at his pre- 
liminary examination in Wellington. Dick Eddleman, the other 
prisoner, escaped from the Sumner county jail three days later. 
The Caldwell Post, February 2, 1882, reported his flight and recap- 
ture: 


JAIL DELIVERY. 

Dick Eddleman, who has been confined in the county jail in Wellington for 
some time for participation in the Talbot riot, succeeded in walking out Satur- 
day evening while the guards were feeding the prisoners. The cage door was 
open and Eddleman climbed upon the cell and was locked out when the cage 
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was shut, Deputy Sheriff Thralls missed his man at bed time, and, supposing 
he had skipped for Caldwell, procured a team and drove to this city and notified 
his brother, Sheriff Thralls. They together drove north on the road towards 
Wellington. When out about three miles they met Eddleman on horseback, 
and commanded him to halt; he heeded not the command, but skipped out at 
a lively pace. 

The Sheriff's party fired upon the escaped prisoner, and suppose they 
wounded the horse, as, after he had gone a short distance the horse was unable 
to go faster than a walk. The prisoner wandered around the north part of 
town for a short time, then went around to the north-east part of town where 
he unsaddled his horse and tumed him loose, then struck off in a northwesterly 
direction. The Sheriff's party soon rounded him up over by the Avery place, 
brought him into the city and sent him up to Wellington in charge of Deputy 
Sheriff Thralls. Eddleman will probably get about seven years for breaking 
jail and stealing a horse. This will be rather rough on the boy if he could have 
escaped the charge of participating in the Talbot riot. It was rather convenient 
this time for Sheriff Thralls that he was at his branch office in this city. 


Doug Hill was arrested in 1887 and placed on trial for murder. 
He pleaded guilty to manslaughter in the fourth degree, was con- 
victed, and given six months in the county jail. Jim Talbot, the 
supposed leader of the bunch, did not stand trial for the crime until 
1895. His first trial ended in a deadlocked jury and in the second 
he was acquitted. He returned to his home in Ukiah, Calif., where 
in the late summer of 1896 he was killed by an unknown assassin. 
It was rumored that Talbot, whose real name was James D. Sher- 
man, was killed by his wife’s lover.” 

The fate of the remainder of the gang remains unknown. 


1. “Miscellaneous Papers,” Records of the City of Wichita. 2. Ibid. 38. “Proceed- 
ings of the Governing Body,” Records of the City of Wichita, Journal A, pp. 44, 46, 55. 
4. Ibid., pp. 75, 76; “Miscellaneous Papers,” Records of the City of Wichita. 5. “Pro- 
ceedings of the Governing Body,” Records of the City of Wichita, Journal A, pp. 78, 81. 
6. Ibid., pp. 89, 90. 7. “Miscellaneous Papers,” Records of the City of Wichita. 8. 
“Proceedings of the Governing Body,” Records of the City of Wichita, Journal A, p. 128. 
9. See, also, ibid., p. 159. 10. Ibid., pp. 186, 187. 11. “Miscellaneous Papers,” Records 
of the City of Wichita. 12. “Proceedings of the Governing Body,” Records of the City 
of Wichita, Journal A, pp. 316, 320; many routine official records bearing the name of 
Mike Meagher have not been included in this sketch since their presence would contribute 
little in proportion to the space they would require. 13. “Proceedings of the Governing 
Body,” Records of the City of Wichita, Journal A, p. 871; Wichita Eagle, April 23, 1874. 
14. Ibid., June 25, 1874. 15. “Proceedings of the Governing Body,” Journal B, p. 42. 
16. Ibid., p. 44; Wichita Weekly Beacon, April 28, 1875. 17. See, also, ibid., May 26, 
1875. 18. See, also, “United States Census,” 1880, Caldwell, Sumner county, Kansas, p. 
18. 19. November 10, 1875. 20. “Proceedings of the Governing Body,” Records of the 
City of Wichita, Journal B, p. 103. 21. Caldwell Post, April 8, 1880. 22. Ibid., April 
15, 1880. 23. See, also, ibid., July 1, 1880, 24. “Police Court Docket,” Records of the 
City of Caldwell. 25. Caldwell Commercial, July 21, 1881. 26. Ibid., August 4, 1881; 
Caldwell Post, August 4, 1881. 27. Caldwell Commercial, November 8, 1881. 28. Cald- 
well Post, January 26, 1882. 29. Caldwell News, April 18, 25, September 19, 1895, 
September 8, 1896; Caldwell Messenger, April 30, 1956. 
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MORCO, JOHN 
( -1873) 

In the summer of 1873 there were five “Jacks” manning the Ells- 
worth police force, a situation that was not to endure for long. 
John H. (or W.) “Brocky Jack” Norton, one of Wild Bill Hickok’s 
policemen at Abilene in November, 1871, was city marshal. John 
“Happy Jack” Morco, John S. “High Low Jack” Branham, Long 
Jack, and Short Jack were policemen. When their terms began has 
not been determined. 

On July 15 Brocky Jack and Happy Jack rode over to Fort Harker, 
four miles east, and arrested a thief. The Ellsworth Reporter, July 
17, 1873, stated: 

Po.ice Irems.—John Smith and another man whose name we did not get, 
were arrested about sunrise Tuesday morning, for breaking into Davis’ store. 
Smith had a preliminary trial yesterday, and will have some more today. It 
is reported that he has been engaged in extensive steals in the Territories. 
Smith was captured by “Brocky Jack” and “Happy Jack,” at Fort Harker, after 
a careful, determined chase and search on horseback. It is supposed that 
Smith’s companion escaped, and that the second man arrested will be dis- 
charged. 

Ellsworth county Sheriff Chauncey B. Whitney was murdered 
by Billy Thompson on the streets of Ellsworth on August 15, 1873. 
Billy’s brother, Ben, would not surrender his weapons until Happy 
Jack had been disarmed since the Thompson brothers seemed to 
have a bitter grudge against Morco. The full story of the Whitney 
killing will be presented in the section on C. B. Whitney. 

Because of their apparent inefficiency during the Whitney- 
Thompson episode, the entire police force of Ellsworth was dis- 
charged by the mayor. Happy Jack, who declined to stop wearing 
his weapons in accordance with city ordinance, traveled to Salina 
but on his arrival there was arrested on order from Ellsworth. The 
Saline County Journal, September 4, 1878, reported the facts: 

“Happy Jack,” ex-policeman of Ellsworth, whom the wayward Texans es- 
pecially dread, was arrested upon a dispatch from Ellsworth, last Thursday 
evening [August 28], on the eastern bound train, after it had stopped at our 
depot. We are informed that there is a division of feeling among the Ellsworth 
people as to how their present troubles with lawless Texans should be man- 
aged—one party advocating enforcement of the laws on every occasion, the 
other clamoring for great leniency towards Texas law-breakers, whose trade 
they desire to retain. The latter party has lately obtained the ascendancy and 
through their influence Jack was removed from office, as the Texans had 
threatened to withdraw their herds from Ellsworth provided it was not done. 
Upon his discharge Jack was asked to give up his arms—to comply with a city 
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ordinance which would not permit him to carry weapons. This he refused to 
do, as desperadoes were awaiting the first favorable opportunity to take his 
life, and he was only safe when armed, To avoid what he considered was 
personal danger he jumped on to the train and came to Salina, when he was 
arrested as above stated. He was confined in jail for a day or so and then was 
released. Several parties from Ellsworth came by carriage and demanded that 
he should be turned over to them unarmed, which our officers refused to do, 
suspecting some intended foul play. Since Jack has been domesticated in 
Salina he has been the center of attraction. 


Happy Jack returned to Elisworth on September 8 and next eve- 
ning was killed by Policeman Charles Brown. His death was re- 
corded in the Ellsworth Reporter, September 11, 1873: 


“Happy Jack” Kit.ep, 

Last Thursday evening during the time between early twilight and dark, we 
heard the report of a revolver, and a second report the next instant told us 
that it might “mean something.”—These shots were for “Happy Jack,” and 
before the sound of them had died way upon the evening air, “Happy Jack” 
was not of this world. He was shot through the heart and he died without 
a struggle, a word or an audible groan. The circumstances causing his death 
are somewhat difficult to get at, but as nearly as we can ascertain, are as fol- 
lows: 

It will be remembered that Happy Jack was discharged with the balance 
of the police force about three weeks ago. Jack remained here for several 
days thereafter and then went to Salina. On arriving there he was arrested 
on an order from the authorities here, for carrying off a pair of pistols. He was 
kept in prison a day, and no one appearing against him, was released.—These 
pistols that he was accused of taking, belonged to John Good, and are said to 
have cost $100. At the request of Mayor Miller, policeman Brown went to 
Salina to give in his testimony, as he had some knowledge of the matter.— 
Brown wanted a warrant, but was told that none was needed. Accordingly he 
went to Salina. But no trial was had; Good, for some reason, hurried back to 
Ellsworth. 

At Salina, Brown advised Jack not to come to Ellsworth, telling him that 
he would send him anything he wanted, and he did express his things to 
Salina after reaching home.—But Happy Jack was determined to come, against 
the advise of his friends at Salina, and the entire population seemed to be his 
friends; at Brookville where he stopped and purchased ammunition he was 
also told to keep away, but he said “he was good for all his enemies up there.” 
He arrived here during the night on the freight train. During the following day, 
Thursday, he was on the street armed with his revolvers, but making no trouble. 
—He refused to give up his arms, however, with an oath, and threatened to 
“make way” with some one before morning. Repeatedly he was urged to obey 
the ordinance but he was obstinate and determined to die rather than surrender 
his revolver. As night was coming on the police for the last time approached 
him and told him he must give up his revolvers. Still persisting he was shot, 
the first ball passing thro’ his heart; as he was falling a second shot went 
through his head. He fell to the ground in front of the sidewalk and died 
without a struggle. 

Thus ended a career that is sure to come to all who live such lives as he 
claims to have led. Happy Jack came here last spring from California. He 
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claimed to have fought the Modocs, to have killed twelve men in Portland, 
Oregon, in self defence. His wife, who came here with a theatrical troupe 
from Wichita recently, says that it was four he killed—that he used to 
get drunk and abuse her—that one time she called for help while they were 
living in Portland and that Jack shot four good citizens who came to her relief. 
He was put in jail but managed to escape. It was at this time that he had his 
arm broken. Jack and his wife had not met for several years, and she was 
three days in town before he recognized her. 

We write the above with the desire to do full justice to all. It is possible 
that fuller particulars may be gained in time. Policeman Brown has always 
had our respect, and he denies most emphatically that he was “hired or asked 
to kill Happy Jack,” claims that he was obliged to do it; that to have arrested 
him would have cost his own life. We are sorry for the unfortunate event, 
Jack was a man, and not without good qualities. But he invited his fate; it 
came quickly and he is at rest. 


Jack’s friends back in Salina thought he had been purposely mur- 
dered. The Saline County Journal, September 11, 1873, said: 


“Happy Jack” has met the fate of many like him—“died with his boots on.” 
We gave an account of his arrest and release at this place, last week. Last 
Thursday he returned to Ellsworth. While there, he is reported to have acted 
properly and shown no disposition to disobey the laws. But he would not give 
up his arms, though the city ordinance was strict in that respect. He con- 
sidered that his life hung by a brittle cord when deprived of his weapons, (as 
the Texans were undoubtedly ready to take advantage of his being unarmed) 
and he acted as nine out of ten would have done under like circumstances. 
The demand by policeman Brown to give them up was not acceeded to, and 
Jack was brutally murdered, as we think, by this cowardly officer. One bullet 
went through his brain and another through his heart. Justice would demand 
that Brown should be tried for murder. In the unsettled state in which Ells- 
worth is now in, it is not probable that the murderer will be brought to trial. 
Jack may have been too reckless in re-visiting Ellsworth, but under no circum- 
stances can a murder of this kind be justified. 


A coroner's jury acquitted Policeman Brown. See the section on 
J. Charles Brown. 
1. Ellsworth Reporter, July 3, 1873. 


(To Be Continued in the Spring, 1962, Issue.) 











Bypaths of Kansas History 


SureELy, Nor Our Burrato Br! 
From the Marion County Record, Marion, May 8, 1878. 


A Turrunc Episope In THE Lire oF BurFraLo Bit.—Buffalo Bill was 
at Hartford, Connecticut, the other day, and while visiting Colt’s armory, 
the large number of spectators who had assembled to see the famous scout, 
desired him to favor them with an exhibition of his skill as a marksman. Bill 
gave the chew of tobacco in his mouth to a small boy to keep warm, a small 
piece of white paper was put upon a barn door fifty rods distant. B. William 
seized a fine new rifle, spit on his hands, and in the manner so often described 
by Ned Buntline raised the rifle until his nose rested on the stock, fired, and a 
picket was knocked off from a fence ten feet to the left of the barn. “This 
rifle barrel is crooked,” said Bill; so saying he hit it over a stone to straighten 
it, then shot again, this time barking a shin of an old pie woman on the right 
flank. A third trial and he hit the barn fair in the centre, and the shout that 
arose from the spectators attested their joy at his success. Bill is just as good 
an actor as he is a marksman, which is very remarkable in these days of corrup- 
tion and bribery —( Danbury News.) 





1873 Was aN InFLATION YEAR, Too 


From the Newton Kansan, May 22, 1878. 


Waar Next.—For the benefit of our lady readers, and because we are 
pained to see that newspaper bustles are going out of date, we will state that in- 
flated rubber bustles are gaining a high reputation and wide spread; also inflated 
bosoms of the same material we see advertised in our eastern exchanges, and 
highly recommended by the ladies. A contemporary, in recommending these 
articles, says that a young lady of that place arose in her sleep and partially 
dressed herself, raised the window sash and fastened it up, then rolled out 
and came down on her bustle, and bounded back through the window on her 
bed again. The bound however awoke her. She did not know that she had 
been out of bed. She was uninjured. Truly these are days of great inven- 


tions. 
—_—@———_ 


BuFFALO IN THE Funt Huis 


From The Commonwealth, Topeka, July 27, 1876. 


The historian of Butler county says: During the big snow in January, 1861, 
the buffalo came into the settlements all over the county, and many were killed. 
Some were killed in Chase and Greenwood. The buffalo would come around 
the haystacks and feed with the stock. I know a lady in Butler county who 
killed one while thus feeding. 
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An EMBARRASSING SITUATION IN EarRLY GREAT BEND 
From the Inland Tribune, Great Bend, July 20, 1878. 


Our quiet city was thrown into a fever of excitement last week by the 
arrival of a medical female professor in male habiliments. It was difficult to 
distinguish her sex from her dress, yet it was of that mongrel mixture of the 
male and female order of paraphernalia that would instantly attract attention. 

She put up at the Occidental Hotel, and called on the proprietor for a 
room. The rooms being all occupied, the landlord told her—thinking of course 
she was a man—that he could only accommodate her with a bed in a room 
with two other gentlemen. The doctor modestly informed Mr. Birdsall that 
she was of the feminine order and detested men. The confused landlord made 
many apologies, and escorted her to the ladies’ room. 

The Doctor, it seems, was traveling over this country for her health, on 
horse-back. She was in Pratt County the day before reaching here, and it so 
happened that Mr. Pomeroy of Sterling and Mr. Bickerdyke of this city were 
visiting that county at the time. The Doctor, meeting Mr. Pomeroy, and sup- 
posing him to be alone, proposed to ride up with him in his buggy and lead 
her pony as it was foot-sore. On being informed that he had a gentleman 
with him, this arrangement was abandoned. But, Mr. Pomeroy, on meeting 
Mr. Bickerdyke told him that he had made arrangements with a lady who 
was coming to Great Bend, to ride with him, Bickerdyke, and he, Pomeroy, 
would ride the pony and take his time canvassing the county. 

It is said that James will never look more like a corpse than he did at that 
moment. After recovering his speech he exclaimed “I wont! I will walk 
bare-footed three days over the sand hills before I will jeopardize my reputa- 
tion in such a manner! Ride with a woman, in a buggy, by ourselves, all day! 
Why Mr. Pomeroy, I’m astonished at such a monstrous proposition!” 

We have always had the utmost faith in James’ integrity, and this only 
strengthens our good opinion. James ought to have been named Joseph, 
though. 





A Younc Man Gornc PLAcEs 


From The Times, Clay Center, August 9, 1883. 


Last Saturday evening was pleasant, and Mrs. James Thompson had her 
horse harnessed for a buggy ride; sat down to tea, and after partaking of 
some came out to take a pleasant ride, but lo and behold the horse and buggy 
were no where to be seen. Little Jimmie, her son, about six years old, had 
his mind made up also for a ride—and while his mother was at tea jumped 
into the buggy, put whip to the horse and started in the direction of the 
fair ground. He drove to the race track—and went three times round the 
track—then drove over to the creamery, took a survey of the premises, and 
started home on a keen run. His father got word of his whereabouts, started 
for the fair ground, and met his sporting son on the return trip. He pulled 
on the lines and invited the old man to get in and he would take him home. 
This is young America with a vengeance. 














Kansas History as Published in the Press 


Wallace E. Emmons published a history of the U. S. dragoons 
in the area of present Kansas, 1833-1850’s, in his Enterprise-Chroni- 
cle, Burlingame, February 23, 1961. The article was printed in the 
Wichita Eagle Magazine, February 26. 


Biographical sketches of Justice William Agnew Johnston and 
Judge Rilando Forrester Thompson were published in the Minneap- 
olis Messenger, March 2, 1961, having been presented at a meeting 
of the Ottawa County Historical Society in Minneapolis, February 
18, 1961. Johnston and Thompson became law partners in Minne- 
apolis in 1872. Later Johnston became chief justice of the Kansas 
supreme court and Thompson served as district judge in his home 
district. 

In its issue of March 6, 1961, the Wilson County Citizen, Fre- 
donia, announced the formal opening of the new Wilson county 
courthouse and printed a history of the county’s older courthouses. 


Ninety-one years of continuous operation is the record of the 
Mitchell County Farmers Union Co-op Feed Mill at Beloit. A two- 
column history of the mill was published in the Beloit Gazette, 
March 16, 1961. 


The Marysville Advocate, March 30, 1961, published a history of 
the Hollenberg Pony Express station in Washington county, by 
Gordon S. Hohn. 


A discussion of John Brown’s Harper's Ferry raid by Dr. Avery 
Craven appeared in an article entitled “Lee’s Dilemma,” in The 
Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Richmond, April, 
1961. 

In his presidential address to the Kansas Press Association’s an- 
nual convention, in Wichita, March 9, 1961, George Clasen re- 
viewed the history of newspaper publishing in Kansas. This talk 
was printed in the April, 1961, issue of The Kansas Publisher, To- 
peka. 

An article on Luray’s early history, by Capt. John Fritts, was re- 
printed from a 1902 issue of the Luray Herald in the Natoma-Luray 
Independent, April 6, 1961. 


Will Vernon gave a review of Pawnee county history at the April 
11, 1961, meeting of the Larned Rotary club. The highlights of 
his talk appeared in the Tiller and Toiler, Larned, April 12. 
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Council Grove’s three historic trees, the Council oak, Post Office 
oak, and Custer’s elm, were the subjects of a historical article in 
the Council Grove Republican, April 19, 1961. 

“Kansas, My Kansas,” a historical and descriptive article by John 
Bird, a native Kansan, was published in the Saturday Evening Post, 
Philadelphia, April 29, 1961. 

In a section entitled “Going Places With Esquire,” Esquire maga- 
zine for May, 1961, reviewed some of Kansas’ history and described 
what the traveler might find in the state during this centennial year. 


“Kansas History and Folksong,” by William E. and Mary Koch, 
comprised the May, 1961, issue of Heritage of Kansas, publication 
of the English department, Kansas State Teachers College, Em- 
poria. 

“Hatchets and Hoopskirts: Women in Kansas History,” is the 
title of an article by Elizabeth Cochran in the Spring, 1961, issue 
of The Midwest Quarterly, publication of Kansas State College of 
Pittsburg. 


Continuing the list of Kansas newspapers publishing centennial 
editions, are the following: Sherman County Herald, Goodland, 
June 15, 1961; Hutchinson News, June 28; Hays Daily News and 
Ellis County Farmer, July 6; Dodge City Daily Globe, July 17; 
Abilene Reflector-Chronicle, August 18; and Florence Bulletin, 
August 31. 


Historical articles in great number have appeared in Kansas 
newspapers this centennial year. In addition to those mentioned 
in above paragraphs, the following were among articles published: 
a history of the South Kansas Tribune, published at Independence 
from 1871 to 1942, by Wilma Schweitzer, Independence Reporter, 
March 5, 1961; “The Early Days of Kansas,” by Elizabeth W. Gib- 
son, Western Kansas World, WaKeeney, April 138; “Hunt Finds 
Grave of Doc Holliday,” Dodge City Daily Globe, April 21; “John- 
son County’s Namesake [Rev. Thomas Johnson] Wanted Slavery 
in Kansas,” The Scout, Prairie Village, May 4; “Jeff Durfey Saw 
Herd of Buffalo Drink Solomon River Dry in 1872,” Osborne County 
Farmer, Osborne, May 4; “Famed Slavery Skirmish [Battle of Black 
Jack, June 2, 1856] Is Recalled,” by Mrs. Nora Cleland, Journal- 
World, Lawrence, June 2; “First Hand Report of Events During 
War Between the States,” letters of Robert Mechlin of Arkansas, 
written during the Civil War period, Johnson County Herald, Over- 
land Park, June 8; “Ravanna Ruins Mark Ghost Town,” by Wayne 
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M. Campbell, Garden City Telegram, June 28; history of Kansas 
and the Axtell community, Axteil Standard, July 6; “Counties Claim 
Historic Names,” News Chronicle, Scott City, July 18; a history of 
Lily School, District 52, Woodson county, Yates Center News, July 
18; “Indians and Climate Opposed First Settlers [in Solomon val- 
ley],” by Darrel Miller, Downs News, July 20; a history of Castle- 
ton, by E. Lawson May, Hutchinson News, July 23; “Coronado, 
Lewis and Clark, and Many Others Are Found in Kansas History,” 
by Larry Cole, Osborne County Farmer, Osborne, August 10; 
“Western Kansas’ Own Gay ’90s Gold Rush Faded Fast,” by Kittie 
Dale, Hutchinson News, August 13; and “History of N.C. K. Free 
Fair Goes Back 72 Years,” Belleville Telescope, August 17. 
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Kansas Historical Notes 


The annual meeting of the Decatur County Historical Society 
was held in Oberlin, June 1, 1961. Marvin Meyer and Bill Warren 
were elected to the board of directors. The following officers were 
elected by the board: Ward Claar, president; Ira Laidig and Ralph 
Brown, vice-presidents; LaVerne Ploussard, secretary-treasurer; and 
Jay Paddock, chairman of the board. 


A new Fort Wallace museum building on Highway 40 east of 
Wallace, was dedicated June 3, 1961. The program included a 
re-enactment of a stage coach run on the Butterfield trail, a parade, 
and the dedicatory address by Edward M. Beougher. 


Paul Gibler, Claflin, was named president of the Barton County 
Historical Society at the society’s annual meeting, June 6, 1961, in 
Great Bend. Other officers elected were: Leon McKinney, Great 
Bend, first vice-president; Mrs. Floyd Rich, Hoisington, second 
vice-president; Louis Ernsting, Ellinwood, third vice-president; Mrs. 
Emest Grosshardt, Claflin, secretary; Mrs. Alex Casey, Claflin, treas- 
urer; Mrs. Percy Converse, Pawnee Rock, corresponding secretary; 
H. Martin Glenn, Ellinwood, publicity director; Mrs. David T. 
Loy, Great Bend, co-ordinator; and Mrs. William Wells, Great 
Bend, historian. Ray S. Schulz, Great Bend, was the retiring presi- 
dent. 


L. A. Powell was re-elected president of the Marion County 
Historical Society at a meeting of the society’s board of directors 
in Marion, June 9, 1961. Also re-elected were Al Riffel, vice-presi- 
dent, and Mrs. O. J. Shields, secretary-treasurer. 


On June 11, 1961, the Safari museum, Chanute, was opened to 
the public. A memorial to the work of Osa and Martin Johnson, 
explorers, authors, and photographers, the museum was made pos- 
sible by contributions of a building, funds, and labor. 


The Peabody Historical Society was organized June 12, 1961. 
Ross Baker was elected president; Mrs. S. H. Bennett, vice-presi- 
dent; and M. W. Mason, secretary-treasurer. Named to the board 
of directors in addition to the three officers were: Dr. D. M. Greene, 
Ernest Holler, Hartman Baker, Mrs. N. H. Poe, Mrs. Ted Craig, 
and Grace Roberts. 
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Clarence Winger was chosen president of the Stanton County 
Historical Society at a meeting of the directors June 17, 1961. Lewis 
Gum was elected vice-president, and Bernice Trostle secretary. 
Roger Jones was the retiring president. 


Dedication ceremonies were held July 4, 1961, for the E] Quart- 
elejo Kiva Indian Museum near Scott City. A kiva was “a circular, 
semi-underground structure for the performance of rites,” used by 
the Pueblo Indians. Congressman Robert Dole gave the dedicatory 
address, The museum is a project of the Scott County Historical 
Society. 

Officers elected by the Barber County Historical Society at a 
meeting in Medicine Lodge, July 15, 1961, were: Alice MacGregor, 
president; D. C. Chads, first vice-president; Alice Rankin, second 
vice-president; R. T. Ishmael, third vice-president; I. N. Hewitt, 
co-ordinator; Mabel McGuire, secretary; H. E. Nixon, treasurer; 
Jack Fisher, publicity; and Marjorie Stranathan, historian. Allan 
Hibbard was the retiring president. 


Jack Porter was named president of the Stevens County Gas and 
Historical Museum at an organizational meeting in Hugoton, July 
17, 1961. Other officers chosen included: Bob Schroeder, vice- 
president; Kate Morgan, secretary; and Harding Nix, treasurer. 
The museum was opened May 16, 1961. 


A circus museum in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ned Aitchison, Co- 
lumbus, was dedicated August 3, 1961. The museum area has been 
designated the Merle Evans rooms in honor of the Ringling Brothers, 
Barnum, and Bailey Circus bandmaster, who is a native of Colum- 
bus. 


A 80-page mimeographed pamphlet containing local and family 
history of the Munden area was recently issued under the title 
Munden Centennial. 


In its 1961 edition of the Great Bend City Directory, the R. L. 
Polk Co., Kansas City, Mo., planned a pictorial history of the city. 
A reprint of this history was made available for distribution during 
Great Bend’s centennial celebration in May, 1961. 


The History of Sheridan County, a ten-page pamphlet by Mrs. 
Pearl Toothaker, was published in June, 1961. 


In connection with Meade county’s celebration of its 75th year 
and the Kansas centennial, June 7-10, 1961, a 40-page booklet of 
articles on the history of the county was published. 
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In commemoration of Lane county’s 75th anniversary the Dighton 
Herald recently published a 64-page booklet devoted to the history 
of the county. 


A 96-page historical booklet, sponsored by the Leavenworth 
branch of the American Association of University Women, was 
published as a part of Leavenworth’s observance of the Kansas 
centennial. 

Historical sketches of points along the Santa Fe trail are included 
in a booklet consisting of 46 pages and a fold-out map, entitled 
Take a Santa Fe Trail Trip, published recently under the super- 
vision of Mrs. Grace Collier of Great Bend. 


1861—The Doctor—1961 is the title of a newly-published 32-page 
pictorial history of medicine in Kansas planned and edited by two 
1961 graduates of the University of Kansas School of Medicine, Dr. 
John B. Runnels and Dr. George F. Sheldon. Included are pictures 
and biographical sketches of many physicians prominent in Kansas 
history. 

History of Milford, Kansas, 1855-1961 is a 76-page pamphlet 
printed by the Republic Printing Co., Junction City, early in 1961. 


The American Association for State and Local History, 816 State 
Street, Madison 6, Wis., recently published a Directory of Historical 
Societies and Agencies in the United States and Canada, 1961. The 
information in the 111-page volume was compiled by Clement M. 
Silvestro and Sally Ann Davis. 


Reflections of Franklin County and Chautauqua Days, a 56-page 
brochure, was published by the Franklin County Chautauqua 
Day celebration committee and sponsored by the Ottawa Cham- 
ber of Commerce as a part of the Chautauqua days celebra- 
tion, Apri] 29-May G6, 1961. The booklet features historical sketches 
of Franklin county towns. 


The Pony Express Rides On, a 163-page history compiled by the 
late Mabel Loving, was published in 1961 by the Robidoux Printing 
Co., St. Joseph, Mo. 


Early Midwest Aviation History, an 85-page volume by Earl C. 
Reed, was published at Kansas City, Mo., in 1960. The book in- 
cludes pictures of many of the aircraft that made aviation history. 

Charles Rath, Indian trader, merchant, buffalo hunter, organizer 
of towns and trading posts, and trail maker, was the subject of a 
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204-page biography by Ida Ellen Rath, entitled The Rath Trail, 
published by McCormick-Armstrong Co., Wichita, in February, 
1961. 


Eugene D. Decker is the author of A Selected, Annotated Bibliog- 
raphy of Sources in the Kansas State Historical Society Pertaining 
to Kansas in the Civil War, published as the June, 1961, number 
of The Emporia State Research Studies, Emporia. Mr. Decker is 
a member of the staff of the Kansas State Historical Society. 


David Rice Atchison of Missouri—Border Politician, by William 
E. Parrish, is a 271-page biography published in the current year 
by the University of Missouri Press, Columbia. The Missouri sol- 
dier, senator, and judge was a Proslavery leader in the struggle over 
slavery in the Kansas territorial period. 

Frontier Book Co., Ruidoso, N. M., published a 191-page volume 
by Ed Bartholomew entitled Western Hard-Cases or Gunfighters 
Named Smith in 1960. Biographical sketches of more than 80 
Western characters by the name of Smith comprise the book. 


A 388-page book by Leon Wolff, Little Brown Brother, an account 
of the intervention of the United States in the Philippine Islands 
during the Spanish-American War and the Philippine insurrection, 
was recently published by Doubleday & Co., Garden City, N. Y. 
Of special interest to Kansans is Wolff's story of the capture of the 
Filipino leader, Aguinaldo, by Gen. Fred Funston, which greatly 
hastened the termination of the conflict. 


Stanley W. Zamonski and Teddy Keller are authors of a 28l-page 
work entitled The Fifty-niners: A Denver Diary, published in 1961 
by Alan Swallow, Denver. The book is a detailed account of 
Auraria and Denver City history, 1858 to late 1861. 


A new 200-page biographical work by F. Stanley is Dave Ruda- 
baugh—Border Ruffian, printed by the World Press, Inc., Denver. 


Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York, recently published a 301- 
page volume of history and folklore of the Plains from the writings 
of George Bird Grinnell, entitled Pawnee, Blackfoot and Cheyenne. 
The material was selected by Dee Brown who is also author of the 
introduction. 


Rebellion in Missouri: 1861, the story of Gen. Nathaniel Lyon 
and his army of the West, by Hans Christian Adamson, is a new 
805-page work published by the Chilton Co., Philadelphia and 
New York. 
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Cowtown—Abilene, the Story of Abilene, Kansas, 1867-1875, 
by Stewart P. Verckler, is a 76-page volume published in 1961 by 
the Carlton Press, New York. 


“Selected works of quality and vitality by Kansas writers” have 
been included in a 173-page volume called Kansas Renaissance, 
edited by Warren Kliewer and Stanley J. Solomon, with an intro- 
duction by Allen Crafton, and published by Coronado Publications, 
Lindsborg, in 1961. 


A 450-page biography of the late Sen. William E. Borah, by 
Marian C. McKenna, entitled Borah, was recently published by the 
University of Michigan Press, Ann Arbor. Borah lived in Kansas, 
1885-1890. He attended the University of Kansas and practiced 
law at Lyons. 


Abilene and some of its famous sons and daughters are the sub- 
jects of a new 203-page book by Henry B. Jameson entitled Heroes 
by the Dozen, printed by Shadinger-Wilson Printers, Inc., Abilene, 
and Myers, Inc., Topeka. 


Frisco Folks, stories and pictures of the steam days of the St. 
Louis and San Francisco railway, by William E. Bain, was recently 
published in a 272-page volume by Sage Books, Denver. 


John Kagi and John Brown is a 187-page volume by John W. 
Wayland, published by Shenandoah Publishing House, Inc., Stras- 
burg, Va., in 1961. It is a biography of Kagi who was sometimes 
called John Brown’s secretary of war. 





Errata, Volume XXVII 


Page 55, lines 19 and 20, Charles Sanford Shelton should be Charles San- 
ford Skilton. 


Page 56, line 28, Birger Sandzen joined the faculty of Bethany College in 
1894 instead of 1893. 


Page 156, line 8, Arkansas Daily Traveler should be Arkansas City Daily 
Traveler. 


Page 404, line 8 from bottom, “Messrs. [C. E.] Beeson . . .” should be 
“Messrs. [C. M.] Beeson. . . .” 
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— 1700’s relating to Kansas, notes a7 
—Perrin du Lac’s (1802), notes 
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Mason, M. W., Peabody 593 





622 





GENERAL INDEX 


Massey, Pleasant H., Wichita: pee 107 
Massey, Tence: sooty sheriff 1874, 120 
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—co-owner of Lady Gay sal 237 
—deputy sheriff 388, °393-395, 397 
—in fight with A. J. Peacock awa 9- 421 
—photograph ................ ian 240 
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ae “ Caldwell ..... 96, 575- 577 
—re; —~ me of reward poster for 

killers facing 569 
Means, Then , a ’ Dodge o% coun 

clerk 2 401, 414, 415 
—involved in forgery ait 414, 415 
NS ns are ciate 90 
Mechem, Kirke ..... 55, 140, 148, 150 
Mechlin, Robert, of Arkansas: ' Civil 

War letters of, noted 591 
Medicine in Kansas: pictorial history, 

noted ; 595 
Medicine Lodge: “Bat” Masterson 

popular in 444 
Medicine Lodge Cresset: "quoted on 

“Bat” Masterson ‘ 444 
Meisel, Mrs. Frank, Kiowa co. . 155 
Melgares, Lt. Facundo: 1806 =z 

tion of , 7, 358 
Melville, Mary Angela fl 452 
Membre, Father Zenobe ... —» 
Memorial building, Topeka. See Kan- 

x fall hs ot 1. building 

Pierre Nlinois 5, 532 
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Mission Neosho beenwewe wal an! 
—brief history PS eay meray 530, 531 
Missionaries: in Kansas . . ro. ae 
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raphy hy 372 
uoted on Missouri and Arkansas 
vers, 2 872 
Morton, Jennie: at Dodge ‘City, 1878, 265 
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Ninnescah river : ‘ 361, 


Niobrara river (Neb.) ...........79, 

Nishnabotna ig : - . 

Niven, Mrs. C. E., Topeka 

Nixon, Thomas Cc. Dodge City: as- 
sistant marshal ; 

—killed by Dave Mather . 


Noble, Dr. ——, Caldwell 
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North Fork of the Canadian river || 525 
North Platte river . 84 
North Topeka: on Kansa half-breed 
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I ee Drains weeded aul des i 156 
—75th anniversary, noted 307 
Norwich Herald 307 
Nugent, John, Wichita: police officer, 105 
Nuttall, : note on his Journal 
of 1819 inte aa 497 
—on upper Missouri, 1811 367, 368 
—travels in 1819 . 497, 498 
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—convoyed home by Pike, 1806 
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